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Wherein i held forth, + 
C1. Tha: The Fealt of Chris Nativitv is grounded upon the 8cripturer, 8 
was Obſerved in the pure, ancient, Apoſtoligue times,and is approved by all 6 
Reformed Churches. Ss 
IT. Tha: ChriEwas borne on the 25. day of -Decemberz and all ObjeRions 

tothe conrrary refured. b=45 
ITT. Thar the neeping'd holy the L01ts Day.was appointed by the Chriſtian <3 's 

Church $and thac t 1 


by 


Mocality,and Divine Lafticution of the Lo:yg Dag 5p 


4 are meer iiQions, 
IV, That the D3p of Thiilts Natibitp,the Day of his Baſgt5n = 
L-| the like,have equall Authority, equill Antiquity, equall righe ro be n, 9 

ved as the Lo!'ns Dapzand that to work on thoſe Dayes is equally fafull.” 
| V. Thar the Obſervation of che S2vb**t Dapis aboliſhed in Ch-ift; and © Ws 
4 tbat to callthe Lozds D Day the SabbaZy, AY 
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| Bullinger, Deca1. 2. Serm. 4. S4p 
SF «Quemvis nullibi legttur, &c. Thouzh it is no where read, that the Lords diy was $& 
£3 enjoyned inthe Writiſigs of che "apoſtles 3 yer becauſe inthe fourth Comman- £24, 
dementof the firſt Table the care of Religion, and the diligent exerciſe of ouc- £24, 
ward worſhip is commanded, ir were contrary to Piery, and Chriſtian Charity , Bas 
not co ſanQifie theLorts day ; eſpecially ſeeing that outward worſhip cannoc & PM 4 
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To all that leve the Lord Feſus, and his 
TK 6 Is 
Grace, Health, and Hapineſſe, be 
multiplyed. 
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BRETHREN, 
—Teaz2 Mongſt thoſe wholeſome and heavenly dutics 
SIS recommended in the New Teſtament, there is 
© none more earneſtly preſſed upon us, then our 
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you hear (a) ; Prove all things, hold faſs that Which u good (b); Be- a) Mar.4. 245 
lieve not every ſpirit, but try the ſpirits, Whether they be of GOD; b)1The.s.zr. 
For many falſe prophets are gone out into the world,faith S.Zohn (c ) ©): John 4.r, 
Falſe teachers there ſpall be, ſaith S. Peter (d) Falſe prophets ſhall © * P*t-2.1. 
ariſe, and deceive, if it were poſſible, the very Eleft ; but takes heed; 

behold, I have foretold you all things, ſaith our Bleſſed Saviour (e). Mark 13.22, 
And indeed, from the negleRt of cheſe Divine Warnings,and the 2;. 

taking up of doArines, proofes,aſes on truſt without examinati- 

on,it 15,that ſo manyHeteſfies,SeRs. Fact 0n5,and perverſe Opini» 

ons have taken root, and ſprang up amorglt us : Hence fo much 

Zeale without knowledge (f;; fo much LeRturing and Learning f) Rom. 10.2, | 
Without profiting (g); ſo much ſiding (6), and having mens perſons &) 2 Tim-z.7, 
in admiration (i); ſo much toffing in judgement, and ſailing with Node Lot 
every Winde of Doftrine, which way foever their Teachers pleaſe ; : 
inſomuch as an experienced Miniſter hath long fince reſt(fi:d, We 

finde (faith he)the fpirits of the people of this Kingdome (Esp 8 C1- 

AL L Y'of the City, and the parts adjacent) that profeſſe,or pretend, : 
ro the power of Go Hineſ1,yeady to take ANY impreſſions, and to be caſt *) Edwards bis » 
into ANY monld that hath but the om—__ of a ſirifter my (i). 4 - 


» 


L Mar. 7. IF, 


(2) 

Now,that our Eximinations may proceed upon clear and in- 
fallible grounds,we muſt know,that the Kx/e and {ark of Truth, 
is not the compoſed looks,and outward ſanRity of the Teacher, 
for even falſe prophets ſhall come to you (ſaith (iſt) in ſoeeps 
elothing (1); and we read of Aris, Pelagins, and divers others, 
who though notorious Hereticks,-yet to the eye of the world 
were men of unblamezble Converſations, and outwardly Reli- 
gious : Nor is it ſmooth and faire larguage ; for, throwgh cover- 
ouſneſſe ſhall the Falſe Teachers,(ſaith S.Peter) uſe flattering,and 


m) 2 Per.2.3. fained words (m) : But the ſore and alone ſtedfalt Rule of Truth 


n) Gal.6.16, 
Phil. 3.16. 


o) John 5.39. 
z Cor.1o.1 5, 


d) x Pei.r. 10, 


q) AQs 17.11, 


r) Extant pro- 
digioſe diſþut2« 
riones de muta- 
tone ſabbati, 
q''e omnes orts 
ſunt cx falſa 
perſuafione, quod 
oportear, in Ec- 
cleſea cultum eſſe 
frmilem Leviti- 
£0, Vide Con- 
fels. Auguſt. in 
Append. ad 
Harm.Confeſs. 
ſ) Exod. 23-2, 


is the moſt Szcred word of Gor (n) ; unto which all Teachers 
mult ſubmit (0), and by which all DoReines muſt be tryed, and 
examined, not with a bare turniog over the leaves of the Bible, 
and finding out the Scripture words,(as ſome think it is all they 
have co doe) but through a diligent 1mqguiry and ſearch (p) into 
the ſenſe: and mcaning of God s holy ſpirit ; like as the Bereans 
inthe As, who, thongh they received the word with all readmeſs 
of mind, yet they ſearched the Scriptures daily, Whether thoſe things 
were ſo, as Paul preached (4). 

According then to this Rule let the followingTreatiſe be ex1- 
mined; let thoſe greatand prodrgiors (r) Diſputes concerning ſet 
dayes andtimes to GO DS publique Service be brought to this 
touch-(tone of Truth,Gop s Holy Word; Let us ere, let us ſearch 
what is by all parties delivered, and whatſoever is founded on,or 
agreeable to the Divine Truth, embrace we mult ; whatſoever is 
ſwarving from, or repugnant thereunto, retaine we may not z 
though it come bicked with a mwlticu.le({) and bs upheld by the 
higheſt of worldly powers, In order therfore to the right under- 
{tznding of this Controverſic,we ſhall ſerdowne in brief, what is 
Truth, and what is Errozr, that by comparing them together, 
they may(as colours that be CireRily oppoſite) render each other 
the more diſcernable, 

And fi:ſt, Moſt evident it is, that from the creation of 44am, 
unto the time of Meſs, the Scriptures, but in one onely place, 
have ni:ntioned Gop s ſetting apart a day to his Service ;-and 
that is the ſecond of Geneſis, ver. 2, 3. where it is ſaid, Thar 
Ged reſted on the ſeventh day frem all his work which he had made, 
and Fox That CAUSE bleſſed the ſeventh day, and ſanflified it, 
But her this bleſſing and ſan fication firſt was, or 30 Whows firſt 

enjoyned 


(3) 
or | Text expreſſeth not,and men ſpeak wholly by con. # Exod. 16.3 3» 
nag wich —_— _ meth every one to uſe his owne judge 25,36, 
| elty,and not ; >” Levits 23. 24 3+ 
m_ le and cntineuth aa on DE 22 Num.zb. l 
exe om the ti n w Exod.12.3. 
4 Meniablo now th e —_ of AXZoſer to our Saviours Paſſion, it is Tenge 
\.veath d wy yo eng par = weekly Feaſts on the 15,4 77 34-39 
; zalts ( | it. 
- ” them by GODS own er rr Anat RN = cha.23- drgh- 
of chem Feaft's of the Loyd, Sabbaths of the Lord, holy Con —_— 
0918, Wherein no ſervile work might be done. (x) On Oe? Aprons wage 
_— _— Saviours Paſſion,the Apoſtles both by their pra- ; Rom- 14.14. 
: - ; cine have witneſſ:d, that GOD under the Go- ; Gal.$.t. 
pell docs not exaQt one day for his publique ſervice bA&s 15-10% 
another ; The obſerving a d qa: ice, more then Cq1.2.16,17- 
and drink ( ) which i ing a day and not obſerving a day, are us meat cGal.4.5*X 54+ 
we y) which in themſelves (7) are things indifferent ; And 4 Col-2-29, 
is a part of that Liberty WhereWwith Chriſt hath made 144 free a) © rARs and Mo- 
_ _ of the dayes and times for GO DS Hr ” non r, vol. 1, 
ique as private, Hence it is that the A zIS fol, 26.n. 60. E 
ET n——_ nor onely the obſervance of He clit Etch in 4 
abbat $,and Ceremonies; (6 ) but alſo of any other d | Precapt. de 
times, as things abſolutel any other dayes and 7 
A CeO Par 1, Vide cam 
—_— Frhe wake, x r P elements, the yoke of bondage, (c) the Libellum, cul ti- 
m_ this ground therefore of Chriſtian Liberty the moſt —_ 
EL f —_— Churches tooke up and ordained ©F. | 
& Þ uc - " f. 
convenient for GODS ka ( =_ Ch formed moſt SR 
wekly,or Anxi rvice, (e) Which dayes were either fiend "e 
Che Ka; (f = the IVeekly ; forme Churches did b 
| zy of the week or S#:44y, which they na- _—_— 
- - pn day,in memory of ourLords ReſarreRion:(s) i Socrat, lib. 5+ 
EE rey FA ECRI WG) £2 
ome obſerved the Sabbath onely (4 9n;(-) k Ignar.Ep. 
ely (5) ſome obſerved both > 
Sabbath and Sunday, (h,) forme both Wedneſday and 'F 5 - - —_ 
_ Fridsy and Sund4y, (m) ſome Wedneſday, Friday Ky Eulſeb de 
ry y. (v) As for the Aniverſary dayes which were cel bra. 2/14 Conſtan. 
_ 1 _ inthe yeer ; Thoſe of generall concerament and ey n ne 
= Chriſtma = the day of Chrilts Nativity, (o) with us — 
was day ; The day of Chrilts /»ff:ring on the Croſſe, in Galarc.4 


þ with us called Good Friday;The day of kisKiſing againe from the | Lu.2.6, 7.11 
dead, f Mark.15.42, 


' 
| 


(4) 

9) Luke 24-1:6 Jeqg, (q) with us called Eaſter-day : The day of his A/cenſron un- 
to heaven, (r) with us called Holy Thurſday; the day of Chriſt his 

1) Acts T.1l. (ding dotvne the Hol Ghoſt,(s) with us called #hit-ſwnday. And 

5s) John 15.26, =_—_ F2 ! 

As 2.2,3,4, here ic will be expedient to take notice of three things worthy 
our remembrance : Firſt, that the molt ancient Records and Hi. 
ſtories of the Church doe mention the obſerving of the Lords 
day, and thoſe Anniverſary dayes aforenamed, but mor the time 
when Chriſtians began to keep them holy : (t) And therefore to af- 

t) Magdeburg. fi, m that the Lords day was ſolemnized before the day ofChriſts 

Cent, 1.2. Nativity, Paſſion, and the reſt, is no other then a bare aſſertion 

«) As Morket _. . 

doth in bis, Without booke, (#) Secondly, admit the Lords day were the h [t 

icurrilousillite. Chriltian Feſtivall ; yet cannot that day by ſuch precedency of 

rate painphl:e ejme (a thing meerly circumſtantial) be the more obligatory to 


+ called, us,fince the Anniverſary dayes were inſtituted by the ſame autho- 


_—_ —_ rity,upon the ſame ground, to the ſame end. (w) Thirdly, from 


Feſt. p.7.35, Che time of the Apoitles unto the reign of Confantine the Great, 
z) This pro- the Chriſtian Churches enjoyed; and ſtifly maintained (x) their 
CO [:verall cuſtomes in the free obſervation of dayes to GODS 
Tof. Hemings publique ſervice : Bur,when Conſtantine bad gotten poſſeſſion of the 
ninth Quzre, Whoſe Roman Empire,(y) and was become (as it were) Lord of the 
x) Euſcb.l.5, Y/0r1d, none mult then preſume to vary from his judgement and 
Cap. 2-2, prafice ; and about the yeere of ſalvation 324. (=) his Imperial 
n - pain Decree, or Edit went forth, commanding af within his Domins- 
I Eon.Com. 015 to reverence and ſet apart the Lordz day to divine ditties and thit 
ment:in Ghronot. all Magiſtrates and Rulers Whatſoever (bould ſee it performed (#) 
lib 6.  Afﬀrer which Decree, partly through feare of puni/hment, purt'y 
> wm |.* allured by the examp'e of the Emperour and his Succeſſu:s, 
c.18, & _—_ (which experience teacheth us to be very attraRtive)(5) the Chrte 
b)Regis ad cx- [tian people did by degrees let fal che obſervation of ather daies, 
emplum tots and ſo the Lords day became the alone weekly Fcltival!, 3s we 
CO * ſee it in ouc time, Howbeit obſervable it is,that the ſaidD:cre: of 
is, Conſtantine,is as clear and full for the {tri and reverent celebra- 
tion of the Anniverſary Feaſts,as of the Lords day. The words of 
the D-cree are, That all who are ſubjeft to the Rowan Empire, 
ſouldreft from all Libonr on the dayes entitled by our Saviour: 
Name, and ſhould reverence them, for the meneory of thoſe things 
which Were done on thoſe dayes by the common Saviour of us 

c) Euſeb-diA, al. (c) 
bop. Thuz we have ſhewed what « Truth : we come now unto Z-- 
Your, 


(5) 


your, which (according to the old ſaying) i manifold; (4) but the 4) Error 
moſt remarkable opinions,or rather phanfies, are three. The firſt mubiplex. 
is, of the old Sabbatarians, who teach,chat the keeping of the Sab- 

bath or ſeventh day of the week, namely Satterday, 1s a duty Mo- , ) $ee]. Ock 
rall and Naturall, ard ſo obliging all men at all times.(e)To prove fords loftrine. 
this they bring us two Reaſons; one is, Becauſe the Sabbath was c the fourth 
appornted by G O D, and obſerved by Adam in Paradiſe,But here Commeniement. 
unto we anſwer;Firſt, with Tertulian,let them ſhelv us that Adam, 1 = ge 
or Abel, or Enoch, or Noah, or any of the Patriarch: di4 ever keep +, Das bal. 
the Sabbath. (f ) Secondly, Every appointment or command of - aus Enoch,vc. 
GOD to Adam in the ſtate of Innocency was not Morall ; for Tertul-adver|. 
if ſo,chen GODS command of »ot eating the forbidden fruit 74449%.c4p 2- 
(2) ſhould be Morall and binding to us, which were groſſe to af- £ _ _ 
firme. Thirdly;We read that Adam and Eve were created on the 13,41, 
ſexth day : (þ) that immediately afrer their creation, they were i) Compare 
placed in the garden of Zdev, (5) and that i» the cool or evening G<0-2.1 5417. 
(k ) of the day,GOD Walked inthe garden, called unto Adam ; ur- x 
raigned both him and her for eating of the forbidden fruit, and Ge, s, 
preſently caſt them out of Paradiſe, (/)ſo that Adam was neither 1) Gen.3.8,9. 
in innocency nor in Paradiſe on the ſeventh day. (y) THEIR 11,2 2,23,2:4. 
other Reaſon for the Morality of the Sabbath is, Becauſe rhe 0b. 7) Willer bis 
ſervation thereof Voas delivered in Mount Sinai, and enjoyned by the - _—_ —_— 
fourth commandement, Wnto which we anſwer ; Firſt,that all the wave 
words which GOD ſpake at the delivery of the Law in Mount 

S$izai were not Morall;For theſe words in the Preface, Which have 

brought thee out of the land of Egypt,out of the houſe of bondage, (n) n) Exo1.20, 2 
cannot (in a literal ſenſe, according as they were ſpoken) be ap. | 
plyed to any other people thenthe Jewes. Secondly, if all the 

words ſpoken by God in Mount Sinai were Morall, then why 

is not the fifteenth ver.of the fifch chapter of Dexreronomy,inſers 

ted into our Copies of the Decalogne,feeing Moſes teltifieth, that 

the Lord Fakes thoſe words in the Mount, (0 ) as well as thereſt ? 5) Deur. 5. 12. 
Thirdly,upon a due and ſerious conſideration of the words com- 

monly refuted within the fourth Commandement, we ſhall find, 

that they contain in them a double Precept;The one Gereral,the 

other Speciall, THz General Precept is, Remember the Sabbath, 

or reſt day to keep it holy : (p)Wherein foure things are required. þ) Exod.22. 8. 
Firſt, there muſt be a ſet dy or time for GODS ſervice. Second. | 
ly,that day mult be a day of re/,from our ordinary labour, Third- 


ly, 


(6) 
ly,it muſt be kept Holy,that is ſp:nt in the worſhip of GOD and 
divine exerciſes. Fourthly, we muſt remember, both to have ſuch 

q Rom.1.19.10 dayes and obſerve them. And that this Precept is Morall and N1- 

r Nifs certh ftt= tyra ll the very light of reaſon hath evidenced uato all men: For, 

—_— "Fi from the view of this glorious fabcick of the world,from the ad- 

ng” ea mirable beauty,order,and variety of things therein,from terrouc 

ds utamur, po- of conſcience in evill doing,and many other wayes, the molt ſa- 
pulus in incerto yape people are convinced there is x GOD;(4) And if a GOD, 
pofira unquam (vn he mutt be ſerved, becaule on him is our dependency; And if 
grms-0m, man ſerved, then there muſt be a day or time ſer apart for his fervice, 
vcrbum domiui, otherwiſe men being upon nacertainties can never aſſemble ; (- ) 

Func. Com, in And if there be a day or time fer apart for his ſervice, then mult 

Chro.l.6.An« ye reſt on that day from our owae worke, otherwiſe we mock 

COnnnG. , GOD in pretending 2 dzy unto him,and taking it to our ſelves; 

ir © ® And if we reftfromoucown work,thenwe mult imploy our ſelves 
x.Col 2.16. in holy duties, el{e the day is not ſo properly a day of reſt as a day 

u Calvin.l.2. of idleneſſe, which reaſoa condemnes, THE Speorall Precept is, 

prong Six dapes ſhalt thou labour &c.(r) And hercin not any glimpſe or 

ps rag ſhadow of Morallity »ppeareth : For, that GOD created the 

ND — World in fixe dayes,veſted the ſeventh hallowed it, and allow:d jix 

Ethic,Chriſti- dayes for laboxr, it was meerely of his Divine will and pleaſure ; 
anl.2.c.10. - There was nothing in nature,nothing in reaſon, but that G O D 

" —_ nu might have finiſh2d cheCreation in fix minutes,as wel as fx days; 

ſia.Gacchert.g, NOT is the ſeventh day in nature more holy,but that GOD might 

x03.Polan, have appointed any other day as well as that, Wherefore we 
ſhnag.Theol. conclude with S.*Paxl,that the obſervation of the Sabbath or £ - 
earn _ venth day was Ceremoniall,(z)not Mora'l; and by conſ:qu2nce, 

Premiſe of Tra- this Pcecept was a part of the C:remoniall Liww, («) abcogated 

ditions c.20., in Chrilt,(w)and is now juſtly ſer aſide by all Chriſtian Churches, 

Doftor Pride- The ſecond Opinion is,of the Anabaprtilts and Libertines, who 

aux bs Lc#.of teach, That all ſet dayes and times to GODS Service are unlaWful, 

- hg (x) But this is direRly againſt the fourth Commandement : and 

Geraly 1, as for their reaſons, ſuch as they be,you have them broug'ic forth, 

&11.p.239, andconfuted in thefollowing Treatiſe (1). 

239. The third Opinion is, of the ney Sabbatarians,who dream of 
*- 2Middle way betwixt a Jew and a Chriſtian ; and this they uſu- 
Gi.Conſcient, Ply lay down in two Propoſitions. The ficlt is, That the Lords 
L2.c.13.Gaſu, D4, or firft day of the Weeke, namely Sunday, may be called the 
YSeR: 2. Sabbath:The next is, That the Obſervation of the Lords Day & a 


Atcrall 


(7) 
Morall duty tnjoyned by G O D himſelfe, and declared both by the «) See, The 
doftrine,and prattice of ('hriſt, aud his Apoſoles (a).The ficlt appez. Frafiee of Vi: 
rance of this kinde of Teachers was in the yeare of our Lord 4 ” _ 
1595 (6),nzer the end of the Reign of Queen Elizabeth : And Dj Daniice 
becauſe they are neither able to produce direR Scripture,nor ſa. Door Twiſt, 
lid reaſon for what they ſay, they labqur to ſapport their con- Maker, Ley, - 
ecits by fallacies, falficies, and wreſtings of Gop s Holy Word, _— uk 
as upon ſcanning their proofs will be manifeſt ro the meaneſt ca- chend By ld, 
pacity.For their firſt propoſicion; they alledge two Reaſons why Martindale, 45- 
the Lords day may be called the Sabbath : One is, Becauſe the bot, intheir 
Sabbath ſignifies a relt ; and therefore the Lords day being a reſt, Treatiſes of 
be called the Sabbath. * But to this we anſwer,it is falſe that tray 
the Sabbath ſignifies a Reſt ; For when by Culſtome of ſp:ech a Chriflien: 5-1 
common name is re{trained to a particular place,thing, or perſon, Wske, &c, 
it then becomes a proper name, and ſo loſing its community, ©) See Rogers 
does fignifie that only particular,unto which by cuſtom of ſpeech -- efaceto is 
it is applyed ; as for inſtance, the tewple is x common name ſig- ;þe 39.Arciles 
nifying tbe Chxrch ; yet in Londou where by cuſtome of ſpeech * Ly Sunday a 
this name, The Temple, isreſtrained to an Inns of Court, it is Sabbath,c.1;, 
falſe, and abſurd ro ſay you were at The Temple, and mean the P79: 
Church of Saint Giles : In like manner the Sabbath is a common 
name ſignifying the reſt ; yet in the Chriſtian Church, where by 
cultome of ſpeech(s)(according to God $ holy Paraſe through- .1 ,,,;4.... 
out the Old and New Teſtament (4) this name, The Sabbaih, er: ſolemne 45- 
is reſtrained ceo the Jew.ſh weeklyFeltival,it is falſe and abſurd to ffinzre 2 wore- 
ſpeak of The Sabbath,and mean The Lords Day.Their other rea- _ ipai Fits 
ſon,why the Lords Day may be called The Sabbath,is, Becauſe the ,,; . -—_ 
Lords Day ſucceeded in the roome of the Sabbath, Bur if this Argu- yg — Sib. 
ment be good, then may Baptiſme be called (5rcumciſion, rhe bai u/urpaſe,; 
Lords Supper the Paſſeover, and King Zawes Queen Elizabeth, Dics Domini- 
As for the ſecond Propoſition;wherein they afſert the Morality, D LT wy 
and Divine inflitution of the Lords Day;their Reaſons are at large 11, . Sabback, 
debated in the following Treatiſe, * and therefore we (hall here p.14. & 6. 
take notice onely of three. The firkt is, Becaw/e (ſay they ) Adans, * See our An- 
according to GODS command kep! the Sabbath in the tate of inno- _ Miſter 
cency (e). Bur chis allegation is falſe ; for, (as we have proved w. rom. 
before) Adam fell on the fixth day ; and our new Sabbatariats «) rhe Pr a#. 
of Picty, Prins 
id Dy R,T, p. 283. Dies Dominica 1,1.c.8, DuBarts, intbe ſeventh day of the fi. ft Week, 
B them- 


f) The AC-* 
ſemb!.Annot. 
on Gen. C. 3,Vv. 
24. 


g) Gen, 2. 7, 
þ) Gen, 1.1, 


i) The Praflice 
of Picty, Prin- 
red byR.T. p. 
26 9.R, Byficld, 
DoArine of the 
Sabbub. p.116. 
il7, 


k) Compare 
Ex9d.20.10, 
11- with Gen. 
2, 2, 53* 


1) R. Byfi-ld, 
Dodrine of the 
Sabbath. p. 123. 
Dies Dominicd. 


I, 1-Co5-P-34+ 


(8) 
themſelves upon ſecond thoughts have publiſhed,That the ke- 
lieſt opinion to be true, ts, That man fell the firſt day of his Creation : 
Which #(ſay they)the more probable, becauſe if Adam 41d Eve had 
lodged in Paradiſe one night, bus firſt child had not been begotten in 
his owne likeneſſe, that ts, in the ſtate of corruption ints Which he 
fell( f).Befides,what is the ſanRification of che Sabbath ſpoken 
of by Moſes in the ſecond Chapter of Geneſis, to our obſer- 
ving the Lords day 2 That was appointed to be kept on the ſe- 
venth and laſt day of the week ; this is kept on the firſt day 
of the week : That was the day in Which G O D reſted from bis 
Work of (reation(g);This is the day in which GOD began ts create 
the beaven and the carth (h) : That was our Saturday ; This is our 
Sunday. THE1R ſecond proof for the Morality of the Lords 
Diy is, from the fourth Commandement ; where they ſeek to 
corrupt the very Text, and would perſwade us that for Ty x 
ſeventh day we muſt read A ſeventh day; (5) as if GOD did not 
there ſet apart a certain day of the week, but left it to man to 
keep which of the ſeven he pleaſed. Unto which we anſwer, that 
this conceit is not only againſt the letter of all our Tranſlations, 
but even repugnant to the ſenſe of the Commandement ; For 
the words arc expreſſe, that GOD bleſſed and hallo\v:d the Sab-. 
bath day, that ſabbath day was the ſeventh day,that feverch day 
was the day in Which GOD reſted from his ou dayts Work of Crea» 
tion, (k) Nay,grant it were true (as theſe men would have)chat 
this Special Precept docs exaAtly oblige us, & that no particular 
day of the ſ-venth was by GOD appointed to be kept holy;then 
may we ſetzapartMunday orTueſday,or any other day to GODS 
ſervice,as well as Sunday;& ſo by their own argument,the Lords 
day is no more Morall then any other day of the week, Tus 1K 
third proofe is. from the title or name Lords day, which (ſay they\ 
cannot be for any other reaſon, but becauſe it is of the Lords inſtitu« 
tion, (1) We anſwer, this is falſe ; For the Lords day is not ſo 
called, becauſe it was 5»ſtituted by the Lord, but becauſe it is de- 
dicated to the Lord;as we commonly ſay,Saint aries Church,or 
Saint Peters Church ; which no man did ever imagine,were built 
or founded by Saint « Mary, or Saint Petey, 

And now, Brethren, Te that love the Lord Feſus and his truth, 
know,that for your ſakes theſe things are written; and be ye Cx. 
horted ſeriouſly ro weigh & conſider the premiſles with the fol. 


4 lowing 


lowing Treatiſe, Give not hee _ 
: . d to ſedacing Spirs 
dv wh command is <a fm me, —_——CY_ 
the rack (») Dayes ——_ b. ow "AS IIs , and kyow ns Col. 346, 
cer it £ ſ im. 
pg Shore tan of path qc dS ferries, and) Zante 
nds Gull ancient, Apoſtolique, and purer Chureh did a P Page .de diebus 
CRIES. ofa « = (os) Wherefore let us keep to the old path 4 Theft ® 
oportunity 1 _ moe — __ ; (p) and when — - he Feſt of 
= foul, (4) humbly Petition the Thien. bor G one heart, and ty, va _ 
n —_ ”w (s) Conrt of PARLIA MEN , « &) _ Thrice- Whicſoncide, 
STR! Re a by AN ACT To EsTa _ be —_ ome 
lang 7 us OBSERVATION OB ThHosEt AN "we pres br 
Our Sav  Suaxe—ho $S WHicy ARE ENTITULE =y By nya of 
the ancient, pure & _ ry -= ſhall che Cuſtomes and Honour of yy 5 
dayes for GODS poltolickChurches be preſerved;the ſol of the Saba 
worſhip be zthe ſolemn * ""* abbath, 
cy, & fickleneſs in o p be encreaſed;the charge of inconſtan P 134. 
be ur profeſſion be diſproved;the fear of falli , #) Jer.G16, 
yo ay paar 4 zthe Jewiſh and ſuperſtitious rome q) Atts 4-3 2+ 
the mindes "4 abated ; our Chriſtian liberty natucked> airet _ 
Nation be fati - 1 enr— of the moſt, and beſt part of this pe | 
So = s 3 our Vowes and Declarations of Reformi - J Plowden, 
pry. " _ of GOD, and the example of the beft R cmins com.fol.z8% 
performed : And, bleſſed, yea bleſſed for jc er | 


they be that wiſh well to Sion, and build np the Walls of Feruſalem, 


Halelu.-Fah. 


(nn) 
\ 


CCHKEELES 
OF OBI DES DETSP nan gn 


A 
CHRISTIAN CAVEAT 


TOTHE 
Id and New SaBBaATARIANS. 


SEETION I, 


The Occaſion «ud Method of this Treatiſe, 


IQ Ver ſinee the eſtabliſhment of an wnyformity of 

JD arms 7p Publick Service in theChnrch 2) —— Dom.1562, 

> ,(6) many zealons and Minj- 3; =*& 
|__ from timeto time — 0)3 eo Rvg ova 
b d led the increaſe of SeQtaries.(c)QueenEliza- hack. I 
beth, finding that no admonitions nor threats could ſilence c) Exlefbefticall wor, 
their bitter and envenomed tongues, was forced to (4) ba- ©: 45,14. Rogers 
niſh them; King 7awe:,after a judicions and patient hearing " "_E lathe Pie | 
of their Weak and ſlerder vbjefbions, (e) rnjoyned them to con- The Epiſtle of the 
forme, and by Ecclefpafticall cenſares refirained the diſobe.. Trandar. of the 
dient. (f) . _ ro _ ; 

But now, it is ftrange to conceive, what liberty they take ©) 4 1593» 
unto themſelves ; Whet tewpeft1 of railing and di/gracet they = +. an 
heap upon thoſe who croſſe their fickleneſſe With conflant vindi- 1; Hempron Cours. 
cations, aſſerting of the true doftrine of faith & life:where. f) Proclam. 5. Mart, 
by they veritie that of S.. Paw, (g) Evil men and ſeducers 1593 Proclam. 26. 
ſpall waxe Worſe and Worſe deceiving and being deceived, = I 6h 

It makes me ((aith » noted divine) * to pity this groat LIL Sclewide, 
and famorns City, When 1 bebolda Colluvits, A VERY inbis Textile, ex 
Raznin'OrAii Oz 1NONS, and ſuch @ going end ule ſr cnry 
rowniuy, 1onching at nd ſaplings off from the land of npright- ** re 

DYZ Werke 


(12) 
week it is no ſuch matter,but ſome other thing « the right. And 
eruly, what elſe can be expeRed, whilſt men doe »/e their 
b)x Pet. 2. 16, libe ty, not as the ſervants of God, bnt for a cloak of malici- 
c) Permiſcen refa ouſneſſe ; (b) intermixing and ſowing the tares of errour 
perverfis ; ut ofen- and diviſion with the ſeeds of trath and peace ? (c) 

dendo bona , audirores Take a talt of their new, fi:ry-new Divinity. They fay, 
61ſc trabamt: & that the Church of England hath not the Sacraments duly ad- 
rente co: pefle cor- Fiviſtred,vor the Word truly preached,and fo Wants the marks 
rampant. Greg, Mage of a true Church, (d) They deny the Baptiſme of Infants to 
Moral. |, 5. c.11, þe lawfull. (e) They call the Zitmrgie and Publick ſervice 
Error per ſeipſum 4 of our Church rank Atheiſme, a proud imnveighling ſtrumpet,a 
m_ —_— 1 "4 curſed Maſſe of ſuperſtition full of ſerpents, bathed in the blood 
tz, Irenzus adverſ, * of bo4ies, ſouls,and efates ; the reliques or leavings of the Po- 
Hzret. in Pcocemio. piſh dregs ; not the Ftump or limb, but the head of the Dragon, 
d) Pioteftation pro» yg better then the conjuring or jugling of Magicians : (f) The 
efted, pag.s. Charaller of Antichrift or eAntichriftianiſme. (g) They ſay 
e) See Mr. Spelsber- : , 

ries true ſubjet of Fats fer form of Publique Prayer is a wain branch of Po- 
Baptiſme. pery : (h) yet we find that ſet formes of Prayer have ever 
f) The Anatomy of been uſcd and approved in Gods Church, (5) They fay, 
the Service-booke, that rhe thirty nine Articles of our Church are ſtuffed with 
_ 4 Sol Popery and Arminianiſme : (k) and they have ſo vilified the 
o) Proteflation pro« Gooke of Homilies, that the very name of them is unto the 
refted. pag.7. vulzar b:zcome conterptible. Whence it is too too evident 
b) Proteſt. ibidem, (ler them make what pretence they pleaſe ) that their aime 
Cm _ is to confound and root out our Religion, For (as Ar. 
1 Chron.16. 7.unto Prynme hath well obſerved) tbe whole body of onr Religion 
verſe 37, Plal.44. & # included in our Common: Prayer Booke our Articler,and our 
8.5. & 92. & 102.35 Homilies. (|) 

appearerh by ne - No marvailthen,if Tax v refuſe to celebrate the Nati- 
CO i. _ vity of (hrit;who (by their own confeſſions)have revolted 
Juſt Mart» Apol. z, from the Church of Chriſt; who diſgrace, hate,flander, and 
Tercul, adverſ.gentes, perſecute (m) the molt Occhodoxe, the moſt eminent, and 
c.39. Euſeb. de vit. chiefeſt of all the Reformed Churches, the (hurch of Eng- 


jon = 4 land. (n) No marvaile, if Tas Y revive thoſe old, rotten 


Angl.ep. 87, Muſcul. in Pſal. 65. The booke of Hom. Tom.z. Hom. g pag.138. Dr. Preſton 
in bis Sermon ſtyled, The Saints daily exerciſe. (k) Saltmarſh his Exeminas. of Mr, Fullers Ser- 
mon, pag. 2.(1) A ſurvey of Coqens Cour. Devor. in the Epiſt. Ded. (mz) Gal,4, 29: (n) See 
Mr, Smaths Treatiſe, called, Gods Arrowes again} Atheifts, Chap.ult, ; 


; ercours 


(13) | 
errours of the PkTROBRVSIANS (4), (affirming , that 4) In vie Bernard* 
Chriſtians ought not to keep or obſerve Feaſts) who have a long l.3+GF, 
time cndeavoured to bring in all manner of Hereſies and 
Schiſmes. and conſequently Athei/me, which in milder ſpeech e) Videl.de Arcan. 
1 called Libertiniſme (e). No marvaile, if they rejeRthe Armin |.1.c.1. 
tradition of our Church touching the day of our Saviours f) 7% Lords Proer 
Nativity, who dare wilfully and impiouſly rejeR (f) that —_— _ "#0; 
moſt abſolute, moſt excellent, moſt Divine(g) Prayer ; which, g) Divino and otifi- 
Gods word recordeth (b},was reught the Diſciples even by clo conflans. Pola. 
our Saviour himſclfe, Synt. T heol,l. g. Caps. 

Now for the perfeR diſcovery of the perverſneſſe,groſſe ,7; —— — 
miltakes,and ignorance of theſe men ; and alſo for the fall | rags Lords 
and cleare vindication of our Church from this foule aſper- prayer. 


ſion of maintaining a ſuperſtitious Novelty (5) ; we ſhall ſet þ) Luke 11. 2, 
down theſe two Poſitions, i)<Vuis ifti diſſeruns 

: of difÞ utes ne/cio 
quas impias novitates, etiam & nos (Ecclefiz Anglicanz filios) conartur 4rguere, quod aliquod 
novun dicamus. Auguſt. de verb. Apoſt, Serm. 14, 


1. T hat Chriſtian Magiſtrates may 
lawfully conſtitute and ordaine 
Feaſt-dayes or dayes of ſolemne 
Thankſgiving ; and require O. 
bedience unto ſuch Conſticuti. 
ons. 

2. T hat theChurch of England doth 
upon juſt & good grounds cele- 
brate the NarTiviry Os Oux 
Loxp,on the 25. day of Decemb. 


In the diſcufing of the latter Poſition, we (hall ſhew ; 
I, The ſeverall names and titles of this Fealt, = 
2, 10at 


(14) 

2. That the Feaf? of the Nativity is grounded upon the 
Scriptures. 

3. That this Feaſt was duly Celebrated by the Chriſtians 
in all ages. 

4. That our Saviour was borne on the 25, day of De. 
cember. 

5. The worke of the day. 

After which,we ſhall (God willing) conclude with a pa- 

© theticall exhortation unto the tru: ſonnes of the Church of 
England, | 


4 StECTIONTID 


T hat Chriſtian Magiſtrates may lawfully conſtitute and ordain 
Feaft.daies, or daies of ſol: ma Thanſgiving, and require 
obedience unto ſuch Conſtuntions, | 


He truth of the former part of this Poſicion (to wit, 
That (briſtian Magiſtrates may lawfully conſtitute and 


ordaine Feaſt-dayes) # cleared by foure reaſons. 
Taz Fir sT Reafon.They that by Gods Word havs pover 
t limit things indifferent, may lawfully conſtitute Feaſt-daie:: 
| Becauſe Feaſt-dates are in themſelves things indiffcrent, as 
i Rom. 14.6, S, Paxl teſtifi:th(F) He that regardeth a day,regaraeth it un. 
to the Lord; and he that reparaeth not the day yo the Lord he 
doth not regard it. 
But Chriſtian Magiſtrates by Gods word have power to limit 
things indifferent,(*) For the power given unto Magiltrates 
* 1 Cor.14.49, by Gods Word,(a) is not over ſuch things as are preciſely 
In 444 commanded or forbidden by God (6). 
—— Fa, _ Therefore Chriftian Magiitrates may lawfully conſtitnte 
Polan.Syntag. Theol. Feaſt-aaus, | 
lib,6.c, z8. Becan, loc, com 33. ſe: 13.8 15, (a) Mat. 17. 27.8 chap. 22,21, Rom. 13. 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6,7. Heb. 13.17, 1 Pet, 2.17. (d) Pracepta humans ſunt degor mind: ioncs cir- 


cumflantiarum neceſſarie && niiles ad (crvanda pracepra moralia prime vil ſecurnude Tabula. Urtin. 
explicat, Catecher, part 3. queſts96. 


| Tus SEConD Reaſon, They that ſet apart ſpeciall 
times to meditate on the goodneſle of Gop inChriſt 7e/us, 
and. 


(r5) 
and'to render thankes for the ſame, doe that which is law- <) Mr. Perkins 

ll ( c) Comment. on the 
bb ; Galatians Cc, T.V.24- 
Feftorun veteris Teftamenti genus, quod morale et n1turale eft, abrogattm in nous non eff, ut nemi- 
rum bom depurer aliquod rempuz vitz ſuz ad vacandum Divinis z {ed ſpecies rantum , qua- 
renus feta illa expreſſo mandato Dei ad cents circumſtantias temporum determinaia et alligaa erant, 
ſub peccato morgali et pe 14 damnationss, Hoſpin. de orig.feſt. Chriſtian, c. 1» 


But Chriſtian Magiſtrates when they conſticute Feaſt. 
day. s, ſet apart ſpeciall times to meditate on the goodneſſc 
of God in Chriſt Jeſus, and to render thankes for the 


ſame (4), —_—— 
Therefore Chriſtian Magiſtrates when they conſticate nn _— FR 
Feaſt-dayes, doe that which is lawfull. 9. ——— a 


THs THIRD Reaſon, Intime of Gods extraordinary lic, queR.7.p-494, 
Judgements upon a Nation;Chriltian Magiſtrates may law- 495- & quzſt. 8.p. 


Fully conſticute extraordinary dates of ſolemn mourning, or 52%-Fulk.annor. Ae 
pocalyp .I. (e&, 6, 


Fall-daies (e), 6. 
Therefore (by the rule of contraries ) in times of Gods ex- Sona on 
traordinary bleſſing upon a Nation, Chriſtian Magiſtrates 364. | 
may lawfully conltitute extraordinary dayes of folemne *) Judg. ro. 26; 
thankſgiving, or Fealt-dayes, n RR Chron. 
Taz Fovk T n Reaſon, That which may bs lawfully 737.4 ws. 
obſerved, may b: lawfully ordained, 6 Heſt-4.3. Joel 2.12. 
But Fealt daies may be lawfully obſerved, For onr Sa. 15.Mar.6.16,17,18. 
viour kept not onely the legall Feaſts (f) , but the feaſt of * E2r-7.5, 
Dedication (g) which Judas Maccabria inſtituted (4). The 7? apes CO 
Apoſtles alſo obſerved Feaſt-daies (i); and Szint Pas! faith, g) — eo 37 
That he ha#tedif it were poſſible for hims to be at Feraſalem the b) 1 Mxccab, 4.59, 


dey of Pentecoſt (k), Andin another place, / muſt by all i) A&s 2.1. 1 Cor. 


meanes keep ths Feaſt that commeth in feruſalem(l), 16.8, 
Therefore Fealt-daics.may be lawfully ordained, gn " e1 _— 
AQs 18, 21, 


Seeing then that Chriſtian Magiſtrates may juſtly and law- 
fully conſtitute Fealt- dajes,ic followes undeniably that they 
may r (quire obedience unto ſuch conſtitutions : for they are the 
Minfters of God, aud beare nit the ſword in vaine (m ), Tea 
we muit needs be ſubjeft, not onely for wrath, but alſo for Con« 
ſcience (ake, Men are bound by Gol in their Conſeiences (faith 

Do C Ameſius) 


3 (16) | 
þ) Ad juftas leges Ameſina) to obſerve the juſt lawes of men 5n a juf manner (a }* 
). 


repay = m—_ _ The neglif of obedience ts an offence te God ( 


homines in conſcientiis ſul 2 Dev, Ameſ, ca{.conſc. lib. 1.cap.2. (b) Harun legum obedientia neceſſa« 
rio preftatur, nec fine offenfeene Dei negtegitur propeer ipſum mandatum Magifratuum, Urlin. xplicat. 
Catecber.quzſ, 96, 


Here three ObjeRions are commonly brought. 


Taz FixsT Obje&ion is taken out of the words of 

Saint Paulto the Galatians ; After that ye have known God, 

(faith he) or rather are knoWne of God, how turne ye againe to 

the weake and beg narly elements,wherennto you deſire againe to 

be in bondage ? ye obſerve daies, and monethes, and __ and 

2-2 0... geares;] amafraid of you, left I bave beſtowed upon you labour 

b) Gal-4-9370, 11% 7 aine (6). The he Apoſtle ſeemes co condemae the 
obſervation of all daies whatſoever. 

Tas Anſwer, Theſe words mult not be underſtood in 

4) A&s 20.16. ſolargz a ſenſe; for then the Apoſtle ſhonld condemne 

1 Cor. 5.8, & 16,8, himſelfe in obſerving Feaſts (4), and alſo all good Chri- 

e) Rom, 1446 ſtians in obferving daies wnte the Lord (e); which were im- 

pious to imagine, and implies a contradiftion : But (as 

Anguſtixe, Ferome, Theodoret, Bruno, Z anchy,and others ex. 

pound the ny, he reptoveth the Galatians for obſerving 

_ Caies after that Zewi/ſ> ſuperſtions manner ( f), giving reve- 

Lbs 0 _ "” rence unto them ( 2), as if they had beene expreſly com- 

ad Adamant. cap.16, manded by God; whereby they brought themſelves #»der 

Theodorer, Bruno zhe Law , and were entangled againe With the yoke of bone 

In dd. locum. dage (b). | 

Non ſempliciter abro- 

$ati ſunt dies feſti, ſed rantum ex parte, quatenua legaler eras, w per Moſen populo Tſraclitice pre- 

ſcripti. Zanch, in 4. pracept. de diebus Feſtis,qz. Hookers Ecclef. Polic.l. 5. ſe&. 70- 

) Nog non fimiliter obferyamus : non enim caleudas colimu, nes dies feftos, ficut illi in luxuria & 

gf ll, ſed in finceritate axima opalamur, Hieron. in Epiſt, ad Galar. c.4, (b) Galat. 4. 21.6 5.1. 

Taz SE cond ObjeRion is, That the Magiſtrates 

power of making things indifferent to become neceſſary, 

deſtroyes Chriſtian liberty, i» Which we are commanded by 


) Galar.g; 1; — Apoltle to fand faſt (5). Therefore ſuch power is unlaw- 
ull, 


—— - 


The 


(17) 
The Magiſtcates power neither does nor can make things ; 
indifferent to become abſolutely neceſlary in themſelves : 99 
For that were to deſtroy the [;berty WhereWith Chrift bath 

made 4: free (a). But the Magiſtrates power makes things «)A& t 5.9, to, 28; 
indifferent to be neceſſary in reſpeR of external neceſſity, Rom 14.14.1Cor.3. 
for the avording of the contempt of authority, and for the ſhun- ** tar eg x 
ning of ſcaadall or offence (b), And inthis, our Chriſtian Li- 53 yiaier Perkins * 
berty does not confitt ; For in all things indifferent God Comment.on tbe 


commands uz to yeild obedience unto the Magiltrate (c), _—_ yt ; 
l ynopſis 9. 


generall concroverſie,q.7.page 495. Becan. loc. Commun, z 3, Se&. 15. Obligant tantum ſcan- 
dali & contemprus ratione. Hoſpin, de orig, Feſt, Chriſtian. c, 3, Wolleb, Theal. Chriſtiane 
[, 2.C, 7. Se. 14.(c) ARionsindifferent in the caſe of offence, ceaſe to be indifferent, and 
come under ſome Commandment of the Morall Law. Perkins caſes of Gonſ.l,1.c.5.SeR.5. 


Tas TH,1RD ObjeRion.Feaſt-daies are Holy-daies(d): 4) Inthe endof the 
But no Magiſtrates can make Hoſy.daies : (becauſe to /an- _ _ the 
Aifie daies or make them holy, i the priviledge of Gods », —_ ommony 
power(e)., Therefore no Magiſtrate can make Feaſt-daies, «) Perth Aſembly 

Taz Anſwer. Tis true ; no Magiſtrates can ſo ſanftifie refured, p.66,57, 68+ 
daies unto holy uſes, s t# impoſe thers upon the Church neceſ+ f) Gompare Gen-2. 2 
ſarily and perpetmally to be obſerved of all and every Chriſtian, 3. GS = = 4 
undgr P ain of damnation of ſoul and body:For this i the privi® * © ——_ 
ledge of God: power (f),Bur Chriſtian Magiltrates,i» their ov 
Dominion; have authority from God to ſanRifie or appoint 
days unto holy uſes, /o that the ſnare of abſolnte neceſſity be not 
laid upon mens eonſciences (g), Wherefore Fealt-daies are 
Holy-daies, not in themſelves, (by a quality of holineſſe inhe« 
rent,and under the Paine of the great curſe (h) to be obſerved, X 
as the Papiſts [fondly imagine (s) but in reſpeR of their ;) Mole conſeientiis 
holy uſe, In which ſenſe alſo, the Temple, the Water in Ba- abſolute necefſizaths ts: 
priſm the Bread and Wine at the Commnnion, arc often cal- Co Tt eal.Chrie 

ed holy (&). ianz; ibidem, 
b) ayayeun tom, Gal. 1, 8, 9, (i) Concil, Trident, Seff, 7, Can.13. Bellarm. cap, 19. 
pu 2, Apoc.1. SeR. 6. Rhemiſt, Apoc. 1. Se&. 6. (4k) Auguſt. quzR .57, ſuper Levit. 
ahl- Moral. Reg. 30. Urſin. explicat. catecher. quzſt. 77; & queſt, 122, Se, a. Hillets 
Synopl. pag-494- To 

Thus much for the ficſt Pofirion. We comes now unto the 
ſecond, (to wit, That the (hurch of England doth upon juſt 
and good ground: celebrate the Nativity of owr Lord on the ; 

ro bomb 


— dd 


(18) 
day of December) which will evidently appeare, when the 
forementioned particulars are difcrted and proved. 


SECTIONTIII, 
The ſeveral names and titles of thu Feaſt. 


(a) 771 eparm ©c3s H#* and excellent were the titles which the Chiiſtian 
evJpamous Sig ye* Churches gave unto this Fealt, 
VETS» The Greek or Eiaſterne Church called it, 1, ©:0221:4, vel 
Gay ws Md 3. Owearia Gods appearing ; becauſe God appeared unco men 
Cheiſti generat. by the Nativity ( a); or (to uſe the Apoltles phraſe) God was 
b) O35 ipareed3n manifeſted i the fleſh (b). | y; VET ' 
*y o2oxi 1T1n.3.16 , 2+ ET192y1e, (e) THrEs appearing xa] £Zoy lw ; implying 
c N:z O.at. ins, that this appearing excelled all other whatſoever. Bur here 
Lumin. Chryſoft. two things are worthy to be noted : The one 1s, that the 
Hom. de Epiph Do. Churches in Eoypt, becauſe they eclebratcd Chrifts Birthand 
) In arguments E= 1 Baptiſme, upon one and the ſame day, called both 
piſtols Theophili etiam ; . 
« Epiphaniorum appella- fhoſe Feaſts promiſcuouſly, Epiphania (d). The other 1s, 
#ioxem- accommodatum That the Moderne Churches have through uſe and cutome 
m &/Egypro fuiſſead of ſpeech, reltrained theword Epiphany, unto the Feaſt 
- + ng _ commonly called, 7 welfth day : which is celebrated in m- 
Mow Bapoiſn i Chris Mory of the miraculous appearing of a Starre (c); by the lea. 
{ti nuncuparent et ding Wheveof, God did manife#t hu onely begotten Sonne 10 the 
utrumg; femul die ſo: Gentiles (f). 


Magieh nc. £6, | 3- Noble v8 awlngO- (8) The Birth diyof T hm = Sa- 
Beroald. cho. 1.4.C, "UH VIOHY, 


5 Ji paneubre d- 4. 'H foeld wiyis Or, x, maroy os cop wnllesmonis (h); The 
cie©, Mat, 2.7, £/(ater Feaſt, and the Mather or chief of all Feaſts, 

f) Seethe Colle, © The Latineor Weſterne Church called it, 1, Dies Nati- 
Epiſt'e and Goſpel witats (1) The day of THE Nativity, by way of eminencis 
for the Feaſt of tbe and dignity, 


Epiphany. 2. Luminaria, the Feaſt of light, becauſe they uſed mar 
) r p , 

3 ChE 8 Lights and Candles at this Feaſt : or rather, becauſe Clif, 

Panegyr.in S. the light of all lights, :har true ;ght ( k) rhen came into the 

Philogonium. world. 

Innes 3- Dies natalis Domins (1) vel Natalitia Domini, The 

k)Jobn 1.5. 9. Birth a9 of our Lard, 


LU) Hieros, Tom. 9.82 The 


TlH, S-< 


I. 


TH, Se <hle 


RE PIES 


RY 


(19) 

The Church of £xg/avd, as ſhe is ſeated in the Well, fo 
ſhe imitates the Latine, ſlyling chis Feaſt Chriſts Birth day, 
The Nativity of Chriſt, or Chriſtmas day (4a). The ſignifica- 
tion of which word, Chrifmas,vecauſe the name is by ſome 
much excepted againſt, we ſhall briz fly unfolg, 

The word aſe without all quz:ſtion comes from the 
Latine word Miſs: bue whether 24:ſſa be derived from 
the Hebrew tongue, or be a Latine word corrupted, is no 
ſmall controverſie (6). 

They that derive Aiſa from the Hebrew, conceive that 
it comes from T2 A4ſſah, which hgnifics an oblation or of- 
fering (c); andis framed by adding the letter 57 unto the 
end of ON a word ſignifying Perſonal ſervice or tri; ute (d). 

They that account iſſa to be a Latine word corrupted, 
conceive that the Fathers uſed ic in [tead of 17:/7io, which 
ſignifies a ſending aWay : For in antient times when the Li. 
twgy or Publ:que ſervice was ended /e), and the Commus- 
nicants addreficd th: m(clves to be parrakers of the Lords 
Supper, it was a cultome (as it is unto this day) to ſend away 
the-yourger ſore, ſuch as were not yet fully inltruRted and 
Catechiſed (f).Hence it came to paſſe, that iſa wavtaken 
for, and ſfiznifi:d che Lords Su:per j and fo a ſacrifice,an ob- 
lation or offering. 1. B:cauſe the Lords Smpper is an Euchari- 
ficall ſacrifice;bring a folemne remembrance and celebcati- 
on of the Propitiatory ſacrifice of Chrilt, 2, Bzcauſe in the 
Lords Supper we preſent our boayes a living ſacrifice, koly, ac- 
ceptable unto God ( g).3.Becauſe when the Lords Supper is ce- 
I:brated,we off-r up almes for the reli:f of the needy mem- 
bers of Chriſt ; which is a kind of ſpiritual ſacrifice (hy, 

We ſee then however the derivation of the word 44'([z 
may be diſputcd, yet on both fades it is agreed, that the (18- 
nification thereof is @ ſacrifice, an oblation, or sffering.And if 
ſo, why may not the day on which we fol. maize Chriſts 
Birth, be properly and hiely called (riftmas day ; it being a 
day ſull of Offeringsfull of Sacrifices (5)unto (Lrift?Oa this 
day we offer up Spiritaall ſacrifices (k) : we offer ſacrifices of 
YE) 7% Ot8.. Rom. 15. 16, Iplum mibi ſacerdotum ,eft prelicare et 
Jerg oblatjouem, Chryloſt in Epiſt.ad Rom, Homil, 29, k t Per. 2.5. 

C3 pras's 


2) Booke of Homil, 
Tom.z.Hom.1 3. 
See Priper P/alms and 
Leſſons in the Booke 
of Common Prayer. 
b) Bucan.loc.com.48. 
Sect.1, Urſin, explic, 
catecher qu.So, 
c) N37 NAY 
Oblationem ſpontene #. 
Deur. 16. 10, 
Svuvorvus hic 
eoncAunur ; « pa» 
fterior .vcx Hebraia, 
tanqzam prioris exege- 
tica ſubjicitur, Con» 
ſule Vatabli Annor, 
& Tranſlat. Genee 
venſes. 
d) Ruchlin. de Ra« 
diment, Heber. lib. 2, 
e) Poſt alepyiny 
publicam. Uchn. Ex- 
plicat, Catecher, 
queſt, 7 5. (eR. 1, 
f) Ambc.”pilt lib 5, 
epiſt. 33. Fir Miſes 
Catechuments. Aug. de 
Temp Serm.237, .» 
g) Rom.12.r. 
þ) Phil.4.18, 


-Heb. 1 3. 16. 


E/# enim E'eemoſjnz 
boſtia quadam, quam 
D E O: offerimas, be- 
nefaciendo cgenis Chrt> 
fti menb/is, Paſor. 
Lex pag-297. 

i) Sacrificalc opus eff 
ennunciareEuangelium. 
O.ig in Epiſt.ad 


Rom. lib 10. 


legspysrla 13 cuny* 


evengcligare:; hans of 


- -(*) 

4) Heb.'13 15; crifices of j , ; ioh d) ; 
505 (c)j; we offer ſacrifices of righteouſneſſe (d) ; and 
” : a IIS the Scriptures| cell Us, With ſuch ſacrificesGod i wel pleaſed(e), 
Amos 4. 5, (c) Pſal. 27. 6. (4) Devut, 33+ 19, Plal, 4. 5, & FI. 19. (c) Heb. 3, 16- 


SECTION IV, 
T hat the Fealt of the Nativity # grounded upon the Scriptures, 


He Scriptures, as well the Old _ the New Teſtament 
ID} abundantly ſet forth the great eſtceme'we oughe to 
e414, apon have of the Birth-day of Chriſt 
which Text read G o Þ promiſed thu day, when He ſai1 unto the Serpent, 
Biſhop Axdrews The ſeed of the woman ſpall briſe thy head (1). 


bony —— bow Patriarch Abrahan (faith our Saviour) rejoyced to ſee 


5 Gena50e The Patriarch 7acob foretold thu day, ſaying, The Scepter 
See The Scripteres ſhall not depart from Fndah, nor a Law-giver from between bis 
Harmony, IT feat, wntill SH1LOM (that is, CHR15T) come (b). 
CI The Prophet 1/aiah markes out thi day as a ſpeciall (c) 
in i peraguntur uns and wonderfull day ; B&HoLD, a Virgin ſhall conceive and 
"fe arg alia. beare a Sonne, and ſhall call his name Immanuel (4). Nay, ſo 

oſpin.de orig. Feſt, yayiſhed is he with the conſideration thereof, that he re- 
— ——— * Joyces withthe Church, as if the day of Chriſts Birth were 
5 Ik Sow} then come : The People (faith he) that Walked in darkneſſe, 
f) Zech, 3. 8. 10, have ſeen a great light: they that dell in the land of the ſpadoy 
g) Cujus _ _ U of agath,pon them hath he ſhined. They joy before thee, ACCOY = 
- pr _ Fon ding to the joy in harveſt, as men rejojce when they divide the 
Par, voceruntq; Ger- Sole. For unre 4 a ( hild I's born,unto 4 4 Sen 1s given (e), 
men ut Iſa,4.2. Ger- In the Prophecy of Zechariah (t), Thwe ſaith the Lok D 
men Dominiz & Jer, of Hoſtz, Bn no LD I will bring forth my Servant (Chriſt) ths 
33.1 ry = BRANCH (g). In that day ſpall ye call every man his neigh« 
vid, vel Germen Ju > under the vine, and wnder the figge=tree. For at the Birth 
—_ of our Saviour the Prince of Peace, there was peace through 
vertit Meſfiam, Vatab, Out the whole world (6). 


in di&. locum, 


I —_— » - 


has 


praiſe (a );,we offer ſacrifices of thanksgrving (b); we offer ſa: | 


= Ow — —— k ad 


: 
$ 
% 
. 
£ 
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(21) 

This day the Apolile calls the fulneſſe of time(s); when the 3) 7: TMNeWud Te 
dey came, men and Angels were filled with unſpeakable joy 22517. Gal. 4. 4+ 
and admiration, Bz 0LD, (ſaid the Angel of the Lord unto nm & hay = of 
the Shepherds) I bring you good tydings of great joy which ſhall = hn_—_ 
br unto all people. For unto you 14 born Th1s Day, inthe City - qualis eſſe adventus 
of David, a Saviour which s CHR13T ThsB LORD. And Domini, in ſenioribus 
ſuddenly there Was With the Angel% multitude of the heavenly «utem interpretaru ef# 
hoſt praiſing God,and ſaing,Glory to God in the higheſt, and on — - 
earth peace, good will togards men (k). in eApoflelis armuncide 
vit plenitudinem t m adoprionis veni{ce, oximaſfe regnum calorum, Of inhabitars intra hoe 
_ Heng ex Virgin = - ff — adverſ, Herel.l.3.cap. 25, k Luke 
2,10,11,13,14, 4 

Having then the Patriarchs, Prophets,the people of God, 

and the very Angels themſelves for an example of onr re- 
joycing at the day of Chrifts Birth : it is agceeable to the 
Word of God, and manifeſtly grounded thereon, that the 
Feaſt or day of onr Saviours Birth, ſhould be celebrated 
withall poſſible joy and publique thankſgiving unto God. 


A SECTION V, 
That this Feaft was duly celebrated by the Chriftians in ail 
ages ; and #4 approved by all Refarmed Chnrches, 


Hough we cannot with ſome (a) peremptorily affirm, a) Perbibet, Apoffoe 
that ihe Feaſt of the Nativity was kept by the Apoſtles; __ omnes jllt dies 
yet will we not with others(6) obſtinately deny it : Becauſe tal on is 


the Apoſtles and other Chriſtians, as they uſed other things in yingn wfirem aiqua 


: front, ſo-alſo they freely wſed Feaſts (c), and might in pro+ peregiſer myfteris,ſecri- 


bability aſe this ; it being n Feaſt obſerved in the times of «ſem, 4293 apud poſte= 
the Apoſtles, For CLzmanxr , a glorious Martyr of !9"" 97" _ _ 
Chri#t 7eſus, whom S, Paxl reckons (4) amongſt his felow ,,,, religioſe coluiſſe 
quamdm vixiſcent. 
Cujuſmodi ſunt dies Dominici, Natalis,@e. Polyd. Virgil. de invent. rerums lib. 6. cap. 8. 
d) Perth 4ſSembly refuted, pag. 79, $0. (c) Apoftoli et alii Chriſtiani, ut «lids rebum adiaphorir, 
_ fps libere up ſunt, Magdeb, Centur, lib. 1, cap. 6, (d) As Euſebjus (airb, Ecclel, 
6,110.3.C2p. 4. 


laboxrers 


—-_— omU©——_— 


o 
ad 


(22) P 
labourers in the Goffell, Whoſe names are in the Bookes 6 
life (e) writes thus unto the Chriſtian Church ; Brerhrew 

f) Dies Feflo1 agitate þrepe diligently Feaſt dayes, and truly inthe F185 T place the 


Fanny —_ day of Chriſts Birth (f). 
Clement- Conſt, Apoſt lib. 5. cap. 12. This Author is cited by Mr. Ley, in his Sundey Sab- 


bath 1167. and by Mr. R Byfield, in bis Doffrine of the Sabbath, pag. 150, and by DoRor 
Tone Lids Ik pag- 82. and he is the onely Author cited by them for the Lords day 
inthis ficſt Age, Why ſhould any grudge usibe ſame Liberty ? 


e) Phil. 4. 3; 


Inthe ſecond ap. 
From the yeare 100, unto 200, 

) Statutum eft, we TELESPHCRUS, in his Decreta)l Epiltle faith (g) Jt # 
ſeafle Nativi:at Do= gy gained that in the boly night of the Nativity of owr Lord and 
mnt Satuarers, = Saviour, they dos celebrate Publique Church ſervices, and in 
= —_— - thim ſolemnly ſing the Angels Hymne, becauſe alſo the ſame 
ſelemnizer decament, 1ght he was declared unts the $ kepherds by an Angel, as the 
quoniam et eadem truth it ſelfe doth witneſſe (h). 
moffe ab Angelo paſo TyBopniLlus Bihopof Ceſare in Paleſtine, faith,that 
—_— -_ " We OuGHr to celebrate the Birth-day of our Lord, on What 
2ur.Teleſph Epilt,de» day ſorver the 25. of December ſhall happen (i). 
cet, Tom.1,Concil, In the third age, 


ya From the yeare 200, unto 300. : 
<a 2.5, eo, Cyppian begins his Treati/e on the Nativity in this 


3) Domini natalem — Manner ; T he much wiſhed for, and long expefied IN ativity of 
quocunque die 8. Ca- ( hriſt ts come, the famous Solemnity ts come ; and inthe pre- 
land. Fan,venerit, de- ſence of her Saviour the holy Church throughout the World dees 
—_ E my render thanks and praiſes unto her V, iſitour (k). From which 
Hofpin-de ori. Feſt words it doth molt evidently appeare, (faith learned Zan- 
Chriſt, Menl, De- £©hy) That the day of Chriſts Birth had been a Solemne Feſti- 
cemb. die 25. Theoph. wall to the whole Church, and was ACCUSTOMED to be kept 


Approved by M.Fer- Hyly. before that time, * 
kins, 2, Vol in bis J, ſe hat tim 


Demonſtrar,of the In the fourth x 

Probleme, p.597. From the yeare 320. unto 400, | 
k) «Adeſt Chriſti mul At N1COMED A (a City of Bithinia) When the Fefli- 
tum defiderara ex diu wall day of (hriſts Birth came , and a multitude of Chri- 
yr 7 rey ſftians of all ages, had aſſembled together in the Temple to 


clyta 3 et in praſentia Saluatork graics et laudes viſstatori ſuo per orbem terrarum ſana reddit Ec4 


clefia. Cypr.de nativic. Ch.iitt, Tom.z, approved by Zarchy in 4. precept.q.z, Thel, 2. and 
Mr. Perkins dd.\l.p.493, * Vid, Zanch, ibid. / Prxcept.qu2, 


celebrate 


(23) 
celebrate that Birth-day, Diocleſian the Tyrant having gotten 
as it vere a fit time, and an advantageous occaſion, Whereby 
he might accompliſh his madneſſe and fury, ſent men 

thither to incloſe the Temple, and to ſet it on fire round 1) Apud Nicomedions 


about, and ſo conſumed them all to aſhes,gven tWenty thouſand Fro ſer mg 


perſons (1). multituds etatis om- 
nis, que Chrifi nomine cenſetuy, in Templo Natalem eum celebratura convcni(ſſer, Dicclefianus tyran<« 
nu veluti opportunum tempus et lucroſam occafionem naftus, per quam ve/aniam et furorem ſuun 
adimpleret, mifis eo qui templum clauderent,et ignem Circuncircs accederent ; et fic cos omnes vigints 
millium numcrum explemes in cirerem redegis. Niceph. Hiſt, Eccleſ[.1.7.c 6, 


BAs$1L the Great, hath left us one Sermon which he * Bafil.Mag. Tom, r. 
preached on Chriſts Birth. day, * Fol.466. 
Nz1AMZEN in an Oration »pon the day of Chriſts N a: | 
tivity, faith, [ am confident that the t—_ ES Jn La wry 
this preſent day celebrate the Feaſt together, and leap exeeding®* mul Feftumcelebrare © 
ly for joy ; if verily they be endued with the love of GOD and 4c laitie geſtire con- 
men (m). | fidoi þ: quidem bomi- 
AMBROSE hath left us ſixe molt Divine Sermons which |; fo Gees bn. 
he preached on the Anniverſary day of Chriſtr Birth (n). Orar-38. wh iN 
EP1PHANIus recordeth this day among the ſolemne Feaſts n) Ambr.Serm.12, 
of the ( athelique Church (0). I3,14,15,16,07, 
H18 roME faith,that the day kept in memory of our Lords CI oNgy _ 
Nativity, # the day 6n which the ancient report runnes he Was pom. —_— , 
borne (P). fide Cathol. et Apoft. 
VALENTINIAN, Emperour of the Welt, Tus oDo0. Ecleſ. ad fn lib ad- 
$1VS the Great, and his ſonne AR cCapivs, Emp-rtyurs *{Heref. 


of the Eaſt, by Imperiall decrees authorizud the Feaſt of the 92 Di%% #4 _ 


Nativity (q). ag.82,G. 
Ia the fifth age. f Logs Zabo, quo- 
From the year 400, unto 500,  * red by Willet in big 
Cunry$oSToME hath'one Homily or Sermon on the Y29p(-9.gen.con- 


day of Chriſts Birth(r) Ma x 1 us Biſhop of Tovrs in France Vii x" 


hath ſix (/). Lz @ the Great, hath ten (z). Cir 180Lo- opera, poſt expolit. * 
cap.n, 


Gus one (#), FuL G&NT1us one (x), Hitherto are the cap.r.Lucz. 

daies of the Pre and Apofolique Church (y). ſ) Vid Homil.Hye4 
' malis MaximiEpiſc. 

Turonenſ. (t) Leo. Mag.in ſolemnit.Nativ.Dom. (u) Chryſol.(e&.1732.(x)Fulgent. Hom.l.1s 

y) Eccleſue Apoſtolice nomine intelligo,uſqy tempora Gelaſs Epiſe. Rem, An. Dom.49 5-Zanch.in 4, 

prxceptiTheſ.2,de dicd.feſtis, ex 


D Now 


(24) 
I) Fuftin Emperoue Now that the Birth day of (hriſt was duly folemniz:d 
of the _ about the f,gm the ficlt 500, yeares downward (z), even to the times 
nt amr the Of Reformation, is as cleare as the Sunne at noon day (4) : 
Feaſt of the holy And therefore we (hall omi the proofe thereof. (eltceming 
Nativity of Chiiſt jt no lefſe ridiculous then unproficable, to infit on thar 
ſhould be obſerved: which no m1n denies) and come direQtly unto the Reformed 
— Hiſt. Ecdeſs t. Churches , whoſe judgement and praRtice in this particular, 
abs 20 azdeburg We ſhall faithfully deliver; that the mouthes of all ſuch may 
Centuriatours ine- b:ſtopt, who under a falſe and vaine pretence of ſeeking ar 
very Century,c.6. Uniformity in Diſcipline with other Reformed Churches (6), 
b)Perth Afembl doe defame and endeavour to ſuppreſſes the moſt artient 
refured,pag.85 27 and commendable obſervation of this and all other Fealt- 
"(#2 _ Cayes whatſoever, 
The Churches of HE LVETIA, or Switzer-land, Wee 
{ſay they ) give no Way at all to fewiſh obſervances and ſuper- 
ſtations; for Wwe believe not, that one day 1 more holy then ano- 
ther ;, but We celebrate the Lords day, not the ſabbath, freely 
and unconſtrained. And theſe Churches We exeedingly approve 
of, which according to Chriſtian hberty, doe religiouſly cele- 
brats the memory of our Lords Nativity,Circumcifion,Concep- 
tien, Paſſion, Reſurreftion, eAſcenſion into Heaven, and the 
i) Harmon. Conf. 6, ſendpng doWore of the Holy Ghoſt npon bu Diſciples (c), 
£e&.16.Confel,Hcl- The Churches of Boys MIAH. Many of the ancient Ceres 
ver.polter.c- 24. monies (lay they) and ſuch as Were broubgt in by cuſtome, ſo 
neare armay be, are retained among us even at thi day zof this 
ſort be certaine dai(s appointed for Feaſt-daies and Holy aaits ; 
d) Confeſ.ofBobemie, as the Lords day, the Nativity of (hriſt, &c. (d) 


Ces. fecond Re.  TÞ< Church of Bx Eg keepes the Feltivall day of 
giſter in the end of C briſts Berth (e). 


the Pſalms, tranſlated The Churchof AvSpvR 6G. As for us we teach that thoſe 
by Ambr, Lobwaſſr.”, traditions are not to be condemned, which command nothing as 
/h—_ of Auipurg, gainſt the LaWwes of God, and have a civil uſe and end, namely, 
p Tow canis Sab- ſuch as are ordained to thus end, that things might be done or. 
barb, pag, 173. derly in the ('hnrch.Of which ſort are the traditions about Holy- 
* Dr. Rainolds conf. daies,the Lords day,the Nativity,ec. (f) 

with Hart. c.8, d.2, The Churehes of Savor, PoLanD, HvNncanr, 
Vid Harm. Conſe $oorLanD/(g)FRANCE end Tus Low-CoustRIE Ss, 
in Caralogo Confeſs » , ow the F eaſts that belong to Chriſt ; his Nativity, Cir- 


cn; . cumciſion, Paſſion, rc, * The 


(25) 
The Churches of DENMARx,SwEDEN, and all other 
LuTHERAN Churches, doe ſolemnly obſerve the Faſt 
of the Nativity of Chrift, and on that day uſe proper 
_ of thanksgiving, made by Martin Lather him- 
ſelfe ('g). * 
Th Church of GENEVA, does celebrate the day of the 
| Naniwity (h). 

InFRANCE their moſt notable Preachers give the Com- 
munion on that day ; as did alſo the antient Primitive 
Chnrches throughont the World (i), Sa didthe SCOTTISH 
Church alſo for 800. eers after Chrifs before ever it Was pollne 
ted with Popery (k). 

ZulNGL1usS, ReRor of the Church of Zarich, xc- 
counts the Birth-day of our Lord amonglt thoſe Holy-dayes, 
which he would have obſerved (1). 


ZANCHKY, Profefiour of Divinity in the Univerſity of 


Heydelberg & an eminent Father of the Proteſtant Church, 
expreſly atfhirmeth, Though the Charch of Cly ſt be at li- 
berty to chooſe unto her ſelfs What dayes ſhe ſhould have to be 
ſanfTified, or ſet apart uato holy uſes ; yet it i better, more 
Worthy of praiſe, and more profitable to ſauftiſie thoſe which the 
Ancient the ApoStol:que,and the purer Charch hath alſo acca- 
Nomed to ſanttifie ; Namely the day of Chriſts Birth, Paſſion, 
Reſurreflion &c. (m) 


PoLANus, Pcofeflor of D:vinity in the Univerſity of 


Baſil, placeth the Feaſt of the Nativity of Chriſt under the 
title of The Anniverſary Feaſts of the New Teſtament zwhich 
he defines to be, Holy times appointed among Chriſtians for 
the Worſhip of God in publique ; That is, For to maintaine the 
conſent of faith omong#t themſelves by the preaching of Gods 
Word, and the uſt of th: Sacraments, and With one accord to 
Jyeeld due wor ſhip unto God, in the ſacrifice «of thankggiving, 


prayers and almes (n). 


8) See the Pſalmes, 


Hymnes,and ſpiritu- 


all ſongs of Dr. Mar- 
an Luther, commonly 
uſed in their Chur» 
Ches. 
b) Perth Aſſembly 
refuted, pag.85. 
i) Ambrol. Serm. 17, 
Alii quotidie com- 
municant corpori &f 
ſanguini Dominico, 
alit certi dicbus acct= 
piunt ; alibi nullus 
dics intermittituy, quo 
non offeratur,alibi Sab. 
bato tantan et Domi- 
nico, alibi tantum Do- 
minico ; Eifs quid als- 
ud hujuſmodi enimad- 
verti poreſt.totum hoe 
enus rerum liberas hae 
Fer «b/eruationes. Aug, 
Ep.118, 
k) See the life of 
Will: Comper B:ſhop 
of Galloway, pag.12- 
L) Zuingl, Tom. 1, 
Art.25. 

) —_— Ec- 
cleflie Chriſti liberum 
eft quos welit, dies fibt 
ſandlificandos eligere ; 

oneſtius', tamen eff, 


lau{abilins,atque uiili« 
us, 601 ſunfificare , 
ques eriam verus ang; 


Apoſtolica puriorg;Ec- 


clifia army ſolita 


em Ns. 


f <3; nempe, 
talis,Paſsionis, ReſurreAionks Chrifti, &c, Zanch, in 4. prxcept. de diebus Feſtis,q. 2. Thel. 2. & 
ſeqent. Item, in confel, Chritt. Rel.c.25. ſe&. 30. (n) Tempdra ſacra cultui divino inter (hrifti- 
anos deſiinata publice, —- ad alendum fidei conſeuſum inter ipſos per pre licationem verbi dci et 


uſum Sacramentorem, (t cxh, bendum unenimiter cultum Deo debitum in ſacrificio gratiarum 4Rjonis 
procum 6 elcemoſnarum.Polan. Synrag. Theol, 1.9 G3 5. 


D 2 


J0 uN 


=... bo 
o) Ex veteribus Eccle- Joun GERHARD Pcofeſſor of Divinity in the'Uaiver: 
fie doRoribus collegi. (5,y of Zena, hath gathered together many excellent and 
Gutaddobock, go1ly ſentencs our of the ancient Fathers for the furthe. 
* —n = oo by [-_ , rance and help of our meditations on» the day of Chrifts Na- 
p) Melanch. Annot. tivie (0), : 
in die >" cg And what ſhall we more ſay ? For the time would faile 


a mp *** uitotell of MHelanon, (p) of Bullinger, (4) of Bucer,(r) of 
r) — in Mat. cap; Urſin, (3) of Hemingius, (t) of C __ (#) of Hooker, 
) 


I 2, [oc.de feriis» (w) of e Andrews, (x) of Boys, {y) of Ramolds, (=) and ma- 
ſ) #rfin.Tra&. The» ny others famous for piety and learning,who by their Ser- 
ol.in 4. P. cept. moons, Writings, Examples, bave juſtified the yeerly Obſer- 
. lib. Ho- ation of Chriſts Birth-day. | 
u)Chytreur in Diſpo- Wherefore ſeeing we are compaſſed about with ſo great 
fit. Epiſt. ſub initio. a cloud of witneſſes, we mult according to the truth af. 
w/Hook,Eccl.Pol.l.5. ficme, That the Celebration of this Feaſt is conirmed by the 


I nuns judgement and prattice of the Chriſtian Charch in all ages, 
y)Boy1.0n the Feſtiv, 
Epiſt.& Goſpels. 

z) Raindlds Conf. SECT, VI, 


with Hert.c.8.diviſ.z. That oxy Saviour Was borne on the 25. day of Dec:mber, 


4):Bucho!z.Ind. Oc the right underſtanding of this Poſition ; we muſt 
Chnmbgag 14, + _ = fulius Gow, EI — the __ of 
iſt, (a) obſerviug the falſeneſſe of the Accompe then in 
IS — uſe, ordained the year to conſiſt of 365. dayes and 6.houres, 
celebratuy arqueits Which 6, houres in 4. yeares made 24. houres, or a day 
}fius dies 25, differ Civill, and were added unto the end of February : By 
- _ ſecius "1; reaſon whereof every fourth yeare contained 366. dayes , 
Telos Calend, Mare and was called eAynw Biſſextilis, the Bifſextile or Leap- 
ries dicirur. Vide © years, becauſe the ſixth of the Calends of March was twice 
Compendium Pier. written (þ), 
Valerian.Bcllunenf. This Accompt for many years ſeemed to have no /e»/i/e 
Nets (3+; £rrour; (c) yet in progreſſe of time it was diſcovered to 
lum fignorum in 365, Þ*® not ſo exatly agreeable with the natural motion of the 
dicbuses guns nk Sun, For the _ _ exceeding the true Solar yeare 
dici praterrem modica, Io, minutes and 48, ſ:conds,cauſed the Zquiroxes and Sof- 
prone fiices yearely to change ;their places and fiye back ſo many 
aSacoboſco.4. © Minutes and ſeconds, Whereupon Pope Gregory the XI - 8 


Y 


LY IIS er Sor; 


(27) 
by the advice and direRion of Antoninus Lilizs, and other 4) Euftach, Phy]. * 
excellent Mathematitians, in the yeare of Chriſt, 582, did Pate 2+ Tr _ r.'de 
corre the Calendar ; making the yeare to conſiſt of 365. —_—_ & Canto, ' 
dayes, 5.houres, 49. minutes, 12. ſeconds: (4) And that þ; An, Dom 325.*" 
the Vernall Equinexe, which then was on che 11, day of according to Buchol= 
March, might be reduced unto the 21,0f March,as it was at 0%, bur 320. or 
the time of the firlt Vicene Conncel, (a) be commanded 10. 302-3600 ding tao- 
dayes in the month of Oftober, viz. from the 4.day to the 14.ts f) Tufſ Papa in men- 
be left ont ; ſo as the 4. day of the month was accounted for the ſe Oftobri 2 4. uſq; ad 
14.day (f), H:nce it comes to paſſe, that che new Accompt Ofleb 14. prateriri 
is alwayes 10,dayes before the old. dies mr my 
Burt as to the preciſe day of Chriſts Nativity, both Ac- —— 
compts are erroneous : For if we ſumme up che exceſſe of x; equinoGtrun « 
the 7«lian yeare (which is, as we (aid, 10, winutes and 48, Solfticiorum dics redu- 
ſeconds) from the time of Auguſtus Ceſar, when our Savi- *f1cntur ad antiquas 
or was borne, untill the yeare 1643. we (hall finde that 774 meds guar In 
the Winter Solſtice is gone; back from the 25. day of De- wituwrunt 8.5. Parres, 
cember, (g) 12, dayes 7, houres, 44. minutes, 2-j. ſeconds : Bucho!z.Ind,Chron. 
And therefore the (Gregorian Accompt (being grounded on P3g-7 14- : 
the Nicene Connee,when 25 it ſhould have been reduced to 8) - empore Augufti 
. "x" dviani, ut obſeruat 
the time of Chriſts Nativity) erreth almoſt 2, dayes ; but :pj;,iu brume dies 
the 7ulian Accompr more then 12. dayes; and which is vigefmo quinto decen- 
ſo much worſe,is going every year farther and farther from bris erat : quo die natus 
the truth (þ/.Ncverthclefſe we grant that the /#li.s Ac- # 5 wy re noe 
compr, though it remaine un-reformed, may yet for ſome = OEEES 
hundred of yeares bz uſed without any grolis and palpable R_—, __— the 
diſordering of the times, time of Aug % 
OFavian, as 'Plini 
obſerveth, the ſhorteſt day was on the 25, of December, on which day Chriſt our Redeemer was 
borne (h). Nifs annu aliquando corrigatur futuram olim eft, ut ſaluth noflre natalitils dies, qui 
brumales olim erant, in vernum tempus invadant, Paſchz in aratem, Valet. Bellunen.. d1.l, 


Having now laid open,wherein and why theſe Accompts #) Vide Calend.Ju- 
differ, as alſo how they thiy with'eaſe b: reduced unto the j9nm & Bom. Ba: 
juſt and exaA day of (rift: Nativity ; we proceed to the nal. Bee of Gi Onem. 
proofe of that wherein both Accompers agree,(5)to Wit,That Geneby. Chron. ib. 3. 
(oriſt Was borne on the 25 day of December, which we ſhall pag: 47 9. Guelterius 
evidence by the cl:er teſtimonies of the Fathers and ocher ©*Þ Chronograph, 


, . ih iſt « 4% 
approved Writers, Ancient and Moderne. Gorden Leſnor - 


D 3 AMBROSE Tom.z.inAppar.c.4 


w——_—_— 


Rm > 24 awe =» ent. 


(28) 
k) Occuptverat totum AM BROS x hisexprefſion is divine & elegant;(k) Length 
diem noAium longitu=  \f nights bad poſſeſſedthe whale day, had not the comming of 


do, nifs in ip'o dierum 


b, evirare Chriſti reful- © hrift ſhined gloriouſly in the very ſhortneſſe of dayer ; Who, at 


ciſſet 6dventus : gui fi» by his Birth he difþelled the darkneſſe of mens ſins, ſo alſo in the 
CES - day of his Nativity he cut off the dar kneſſe of night ; and by one 
merss peccatorum te= yd the ſame riſing brought light 44 wel to men as days .Whence 


CE hn  4t ts 10 mervaile if the day increaſeth, which ts clothed with a 


:oinan teneky; double ſplendour of brightne(ſſe. 
a= reg wo AUGUuSTIN 46 ( jp Zohn Wa borne as the (hnrch by 
demque ortu lucem pa4 \4yadition teaches, 01 the 24 day of June, even When the dayes 
rp _ —_ — begin to ſhorten;(m)but our LoR D was borne on the 25 day of 
me > December even when the dayes beging to lengthen, Hear John 
dies, qui genino fulgo» himſelfe confeſſing; He muſt increaſe, but T mnſt decreaſe (n). 
rs ſpleudore veftiur. CHRYSCSTCME, that wiſe Interpreter of the ſcerets of 
Ambrol-Ser.13. God, the eye of the (hurch in Byzantium (now called Con- 


7 Lager" | ſtantinople) a4 of all othir Churches (0) after an inquiſite 


Oftavo Calcndas Julie debate of this point, concludeth thus. Chriſt , Who at the |, 
&, cun jam incipiun Nativity of John bad nov been conceived three moneths in the | 


minui dies, Dominus pure and undefiled womb ; to the end that he himſelf alſo ſbould 
pr rp or fulfill nine months according to the courſe of humane birth there 


quando jam incipiunt remained for him ſix.months more ; which ſix months are from 
creſcere. Audiipium the 24. of June wnte the 25. of Dccember, And when nine 
Toannem confiremem : months Were ended, in the beginning of the temh , CHR1ST 


Illum opporter creſ. ,,,, 4,,e in the world (p). 
cere , me autem mi- 


nui. A uguſt. in Pſal. 132. & de Trin.lib.z.c,5. m According to the true accompt z from 
which the Julian ba:h valued more then 10. dayes, as we ſhewed before. n John 3. 30, 
(0).'O 5% ©47 avroppiror cogds VaophThs Iwavres, 5 Th; ty Bularlio Wnrandias & 
T4o1s o299I2huds Id, Pelufiota.lib. [,'Epiſt.156, p Chriſte qui in nativitate Toannjs jam 
prium mcrfium incorrupte vulva fueras conceptus, ſupererant ei, ut et ipſe ſecundum bumanum nati- 
vitatem ſupplerer menſ's novem, alji menſes ſex, "qui nunc eſt Ofavo (;alendas Tubias in Oflavo Ca- 
lendas Tanuarixs ſunt menſes ſex. Quibus ſupplerks novem menſibus, initiante decimo Chr iftus mundo 
natue eff, Vide Chryſoſt.cxpoſ cap, 2. Lucz. 

Okos1us faith, Chriſt was born on the 25.day of Decemb: 
q) Netw eſt Chriftu when all encreaſes of the enſuing yeer do firſt begin (q). 
VIII, - Taxi BERNARD faith, Chriſt was born in winter he was born in 
Grit, Cuando primum . el * . < 
ce Feutaolnic ems 74% 75g (7). And he thus begins his third Anniverſions Ser- 
venientis incipiunt, 120N preached on that day, Great truly (my moFt beloved 


P.Ocoſ.lib.7.cap.z, r Hieme xau eft, note natu eft Chriftus. Bern, in Nat, Dom.Serm. 3; 
Brethren) 


MZ" fs: + SH 


(29) 
Brethren) # thid dayes Solemnity of our Lords Birth ; bat the 
ſoortneſſe of the day conflraines to ſhorten my Sermon : Nov let _———— 
any one marvaile that my” words ave brief , ſince on LL 
this diy GoD the Father did abreviate the Eternall 
WoR Ds» / 
BeDaA,;ſiled, The Venerable, a man renowned for his 
great knowledge in Antiquities, and very skilfull in the cal- 
culation of times, afſerteth poſitively, That the Nativity of 
our Saviour Feſua Chriſt was on the 25. day of Decem- 
ber *, * Beda, Tom. r. 
N1CcEPHORUS faith, ({) It Was then the 25, day of De- in Ephemer,Menſ, 
cember z; when, O thon WokD Os Gop, the nnSeak- an OS 
able myſtery of thy goodneſſe and love towards mankind, and Bogan 
the exceeding great myſtery of thy marvelous birth as accom- erat dies, quam inc fan 
plied, = yo Ts bile pietaths et amoris 
CHEMNITIUS faith, /: ;5 the common opinion that the 25 , ©184 genas bumanum 
day of December ſheul4 be balloWed for a remembrance of the "** Verbum Dei. 


day of the Lords Nativity. YU. Gy 
Eh NEBRARD hath ſhewed owt of thir one Ac- = po "mu mu 
compts and Kalenders, that the Eryptian and Greek (har. ceph-Hiſt.Fecleſ, = 
ches did celebrate the Birth-day of C brit a we doe _ ane _ 
the 25. day of December (x) : So did the Arabian, Perſian, na ; nn pr 
and Syriack Churches, as learned Maſter Gregory hath ful- gg monorie Nautis 
ly proved (w). Domini ſacram. 
And though concerning this matter the Scriptures have Cb<m. Harm Evang, 
g'v-n no peremptory determination, (for then diſpute were mw "Y 
impious, and tradition needleſle) yet fo farre are they from 1,1. ..p.266, 
being repugnant, that upon a judicious examigation they 267. 
will appeare to bs very conſonant thereunto, w See his Notes ad | 
When our Saviowr was Baptiz:d of Jobn, he begay to be Of/ervationr;chap-34; 
about thirty yeers of age, faith Saint Luke (x). Had he onely 5... 
faid, be was absut thirty years, we might have conceived him att 
to have been as well ſomwhat more as le(ſe : but by adding 
theſe words, He began to be, the Evangeliſt implyes that he 
was not y<t full thirty years, and yet he wanted but little, 
perhaps one day or two; for he was well nigh, ke BE 6a - 
(faith he) to be aboxt thirty years of age, And indeed the en- 
ering into his Miailtry at the tics of his Baptiſme (m_ 
213-/ 


(39) 
J) B:roald.Chrori all men grant hee did) (y) is a ſufficient proofe that he 
1 3.cap-1.Chemnit. wanted very little and no conſiderable time of beingT kirty 


Harm. E angel.in years old (2). 
P:olegom c.3. F Po- 4 of : 
lan.Syntag., Theol.1.6.c.55 Becan.Loc.commun. 47.ſe&, 37-7 Numb. 4+ 23+ 30, 47, Siguis 
triginta atatis annas non impleverit, nulſo modo precbyter ordinctur, etiem fs valde fit dignus ; quis 
& ipſe domings sricefino anxo baptiq «tus eft, et capit decere. Mart-Brach.lib. can.G:rzc.c.20, 


Afﬀecer his Baptiſme immediately the Firit driveth him into 
the wilderneſſe (a). And though beyond 7ordan (b) there 
were many Wilderneſſes at hand, yet let us admit for his 


4s) Matk 1.12, 
b) John 1.28, 


6) ac.4 Late journey 5 dayes, 
—_ : 6 * : 4 He was there in theWilderneſſe (c). 4D a 
: Whenthoſe dayes were ended the Devill taketh him up snto 

the holy City , and ſetteth him on a pinacle of the Temple : Af- 

rerwards, taketh him np into an exceeding high mountaine, and 

ſheweth him all the Kingaomes of the world, and the glory of 

them in a moment of time (d). For which (though for oughe 

- + nor we know theſe temptations might be within the ſpace of 


—one day) yet we admie 2 da, 
The Devil having left him, Chriſt returneth unto Betha- 
bara beyond 7ordan, where Jobn was Baptizing (e),For which 
letus admit, as we did for his progreſſe 5 da, 


e) Joba 1. 28. 


f) The firſt dayisex- He was with ohy (f) 39a, - 


preſſed, Joh.1.v.26. The day following, he began his journey towards (ana of 
The ſecond,vert'9. Galilee (g); a Town diſtant from Bethabara 66 Engliſh 


2)C omen; = 43 miles (6). For which let us admit 6 da, 


with chap.2+1, (b) According to the deſcriptions of Ganaana (et forth by Mc.Tobn More, and 
Mr,Iobn Speed, which ate of all others the exaQeſt, 

i) Joha 2. 1. T here was a marriage in the ſaid (ana (5), after his com- 
ming thither 3 da, 

And becauſe we read of a marriage-feaſt that /afted ſeven 

k) Juiges 14.1917. Jayes (k), we ſhall admit that this feaſt alſo, (though pro- 
bably it was not ſo long) lafted 7 da. 
After this ratriage fealt,chat 55,when this feaſt was ended, 
Chriſt Went dotyn to Capernaum (1); x Town diſtant from 
Cara of Galilee neer 30, Engliſh miles, For which journey 
kt us admit 3 da, 
He continued not there many dayes (m):: let us grant 6 da. 
Then the Fews Paſſeover was at hand, and Jeſm went up to 

| : Ls Zernſalem 


1) Joha 2, x 2+ 


»*) Joha 3, 12, 


* 
, * 
SY 


- 2” 
4 


(31) 


Zernſalem (n); diſtant from Capernanw, 72. Engliſh miles. t) John 2.13; 


For which journey let us allow 8. da, ®) - Jobs 2. 
He was at Fera/alem ſome certaine daies before the Feaſt _- 14:wit" ver, 35 
. - 7" 
of the Paſſeover (0) : let us admit 4. 0a. g)Jotn6.4, 


Inall 92, dayes. 7) Jobn 1;.r. 

Theſe ſummed np, amount unto 92. dayes, or 3, months; /) See the Scripeures 
ſo that (if conjeRures guided by reaſon doe not very much Harmony,Pe 4647+ 
faile) our Savionr at the firlt Paſſeover after his Baptiſme 
was 3. yeares old, and about 3. months : Art the ſecond u) 0f#ue Calendas 
Paſſeover (p) was 31, yeares old, and about 3, months : At Aprith conceptur, 
the third Paſſeover(q)was 3 2.years old,& about 3. months: we paſſur. Aug. | 
At the fourth Paſſeover(r) was-33 yeares old, and about 3 nag oe" "te 
moneths :(s) on the eve whereof he was crucified, which fu; menſe Mertii 8. 
the Jewes call the Preparation day;(t) and was the 25 day of Catend, xApritis, 
March (a) Now accompring 92 dayes backward from the Chryſol-Expol.c.r. 
25 day of March, the Birth-day of our Saviour will fall eo TEPEPPED 
neex the 25 day of December according to the teſtimonies Fn mag ns 
of the Fathers and Writers before alledged; and the tradi- Eccleſ.primordiis.c.t 
tion of the Churches of God. © m_ * y) Anno Dom.1577 

Houwb:it of late there are riſen up a ſort of wild. braind ; <*"* way wr — 
Zelots ; who carried on with an earnelt defire of introdu- ax. tarp 


0þortes anno Tiberii 18 
cing all manner of novelties{ whereby the antient and Apo. nn quum etatii aunum 


feolical Church of England * might b: rendred contemprti- ageret 33. ideff, quum 
ble) have buzzed into the heads of ſome ignorant people, 479 compleviſſer tri- 


& 


chat Chriſt was born in the moneth of September, when the © 4497 t —_y 
Sun entring iuto Libra makesthe ſecond Equinoiall, An —_ os 
opinion not dreamed of, untill Beroaldus publiſhed his a)* auJ3; 13 5 Ieofs 
Chronology : (y) and it is worth our paines to obſerve, how 557 237 reut;porle 
well the Maſter and Schollars do agree touching the age of dxusrO. Luk.3+ 
Our Saviour, _ 

Beroaldu faith, that Chriſt lived 32 yeares and a halfe : * b) Joe evlanois 
Ani by thoſe words of Saint Luke, Zeſua began 40 be about ,,, fohn 6.104 | 
thirty yeares of age, (a) he underſtands he was almoſt 29, hoes 


yeares old : Asif when the Scriptures expreſſe about 5000, 


(6) their meaning was, a/moft 4000. But his prime Schollar 


noting the abſurdity of this expoſition, grants Chriſt to be 


30, yeares old at his Baptiſme ; yet by coyning one Paſſeo- 
ver, he out-runs the truth, and makes him to have lived 34. 
E yeares 


:) Mat. 27,62.Mar, "\. 
I5.4:.Joh.19.31.42. 
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r) Scalig.de emendat. 
temporum, [.6, 
4) Wo'ph Chron.|.1, 
H. brouzhtons Con- 
ſent of Scciprure, 
e) Dan.g.27. 
f) In dimidiohcb.loma- 
da uſſare facies ſacrifi- 
ciam & oolationem. 
L oquituz bis Prophe'a 
de ultima h:bdomada, 
quam quis defings in 
nmenſeNiſan,guo paſſus 
c/# Dominus, fi dividas 
in duas partes equates, 
medictatem ſua is an. 
ni qua;ti menſe Tilri 
habere deprehende-. Be 
roald. chron.1. 4-C.2+ 
g)Heb.,g. 26.8 chap. 
7.18.19. & chap,8, 
I3, Colofl.2.17. 
Sacrificis extern ac 
typica omnia (,hriſtus 
ſuo ſacrificio implevit 
& abrogavis. Polan. 
Syn. Theol,1,9.c. 30. 
Urſin.cxplicat.cate- 
cher.quzlt.g 2.ſe&.z. 
h). Jobn, 19.30, 
£) Mat.2 7.5 1 Mark 
I 538, John 4.23. 
Kelum templi figum eſt 
m.duas partes a ſum- 
mo uſq;. ad imum ut it- 
dicarctur abrogatan 
efſe ypicam ingreſfia- 
nem Sunni Sicerdoth 
Levitici in ſanfum 
ſanForum £& deinceps 
inutilem fore, una cum 
alih ceremoniss Legalis 
ſacerdotii.Polan,Syn- 
tag. Theol, lib, 6.cap. 
I 


k) The Scriptures 
Marmony,pag.48, 


(32) 
yeares and a halfe; (c) Others afficme, that he was about 

33 yeares old when he ſuffered : (d) which expreſſion does 

belt pleaſe theſe DoRours; for whether he were 32, and an 

halfe, or 33. and a quarter, or 33. and an halfe;yet (till they 

are in the right who ſay, he was abort 33. 

And becauſe they cannot produce ſo much as one poore 
(tumblingWriter for the countenancing of their paradoxes, 
they endexvour to ſubvert the common and Octhodox 0- 
pinion by cavils, halfe-reaſons, and forgeries : whereof we 
ſhall here by way of obj:Rion, deliver a juſt and exit ca- 
talogue, faithfully colleRed. 

Txt Fir $sT O»j:Rion. In the midſt of the Week, he ſhall 
canſe the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſs (ec), The Prophet 
ſpeaketh here of the laſt week of theLXX.which if you divide in- 
to two equall parts,yor ſhall find the middle of it to be in the [e- 
venth month of the fourth yeare, becauſe the weeke ends in the 
month MAR C H wherein our Lord ſuffered (f). Therefore, our 
Saviour was bxptized, and conſequently born in September. 

Tax Anſwer. Chriſt may be ſaid to cauſe the ſacrifice 
and the oblation ts ceaſe, two manner of waics : either by 
way of conſummation, or, by Way of preparation. 1. By way of 
conſummation ; and this was not 5 the mid#?, but in the end 
of the lalt week by the ſacrifice of himſelfe (g) implytd in 
thoſe words,Conſummatum eſt, it is finiſhed (h); and alſo by 
the wails of the T emple ext in twaine (i). 2. By way of Pre- 
paration ; and ths was either IMMEDIATL Y by himſelf, 
when he was baptizzd and entred into his Miniſtry ; being 
neare the miiſt (k), but not preciſely in the midſ# of the lalit 
Weeke. For by the foregoing particular examination of the 
daies, we have ſofficiently ſhewed, that the time bctw x: 
the Baptiſme of Chrilt,and the next Paſſeoyer, cannot with 
any probability be extended beyond the ſpace of 3. months, 
OcMED1ATLy by his fore-runner, herald, and 1Mefſes. 
ger, Jobn. the Baptiſt, who preaching the Baptiſme of repen= 
tance (1),did ſo prepare the way of the Loyd, that all ſacrifices, 
oblations, Legull rites and ceremonies, were afterwards 
without ſcruple forſaken and abandoned. Hence our Savi. 

our ſaith, The Law and the Prophets Were wntill Fohn(m);and 
thus 


(33) 
thus in the mid} of thelaſt week Chriſt preparatively by 7Fohn 1) Mak 1,2,3,4: 
cauſed the ſacrifice and the oblation to ceaſe, For Jobn the 7) Math 11.13, 


i Luke 16.16 

Baptiſt began to preach in the month Septemb, ſoone after j b 
the Fealt of Trumpets (»), —_— a—_—_ oy 
one diving excitatus = 


penitentiam predicare incipit , veteris Teftamenti abrogationem inflituto Baptiſmo oxdituy. 

_—_— Ind. Chrconol. pag.145. (n) Levic. 23.24. Numb, 29.1. Func,Comment.in Chro- 

nolog lib., ; 
. 


Trx SE conD ObjeAion. Fohn was conceived preſently 
after Z acharias had executed the Prieſts office before GOD in 
the order of his courſe(0);who was of the courſe of Abia(p),the *) Sw 13,2 3,24, 
eighth courſe of the Priefts (q ):-But the eighth courſe of the p , = = 
Pcielts fell in the end of /#e; for every courſe continued a CY 
fortnight, and eight fortnights make foure months; which EY 
four months {accounting from the beginning of 445i, now 
called Marchthe firſt month of the year (r) will end in Zune : y) Exod, 12 ;: 
Therefore /ohn was conceived in /»ne; and by conſequence, ST: 
not Chrilts Birth, but his Conception(which was fix months [) Luk 
after Ions (s) mult be in December, dag 
" Tas Anſwer, We grant the Aajor; but the Mr is no- *7) 1 Chron.g, 2 5. 
toriouſly falſe: For Firſt, The Prieſts courſe was Weekly, and Joſeph Antiqu.Jud, 
continued from Sabbath to Sabbath (t). - .c, It, Godwins 
Secondly, It ſuppoſerh that the Prieſts courſes and the _ Lat _ _ -* 
yeare began together ; which is againſt common ſenſe ; for the Agembly of Div. 
there being bur 24. courſes. («) it mult needes be that at the on 1.Chron. 24.9, 
end of the 24. courſe, the firſt began, and ſo could have no *) 1 Chro.24.18. 
relation to the month or time of the yeare. x) See _— 
Thirdly,ic ſuppoſeth that the month A5i6,was wholly the | = Saine et ; 
ſame with our Afarch, awhich is contrary to all Writers; 14 4arox 1. —_ 
who doe at the moſt admit that 4Ab;brooke part of March, y) willers fx-fold 
and part of April(x); And ſometimes (ſaith z/ilet)it may be Com.on Exo.1 2.9. 5; 
all without March;ar,vvhen the Hebrews every third year put in * Zacharias ad Ab;a 
a month to make the year agree with the courſe of the $nn (y). 75 was, 
Wherefore the ſaid Argument being buile upon ſo many ,,;n;ferium obeun- 
falſities and uncertainties, can conclude nothing, And,here- dum erat in Sacraris: 
in our Oppoſite Beroaldus ſpeakes very ingenuouſly, both ſcd quando aur quan- 
for himſelfe and his faQtion ; e(ſaith he) doe neither wn- Fpm0n PEDgir & 
derſtand When the convſe of Zacharias was, nor how lang it (jc uu 
laſted.* - E2 - THE | 


ee oe ne As. 


"*%, 


\ 


(34) 


Tur TrinDd OvjeRtion., Clemens Alexandrinus wri- 
teth, that they who very curiouſly have ſought after thi yeare 
and day of our Lords Birth, have referred it ſome unto the 25, 
0) Evs qui curiofius day of the month of May, ſome unto the 25, day of Aprill (0), 
aunum nari Domini @ Therefore in his time(p) the day of Chrilts Birth was not 
diem requifierunt, p7- corrainly knowne(g). 
ame addy we " Tux Anſwer, If this argument be good, then there is 
_ adorns As NO point either in Divinity or Phyloſopiy certainly knoWy ; 
gzptiorum.partim retu- becauſe there isno point which is not through ignorance, 
{ ſſe ad vigefimum wiltulneſſe, or an itching aff:&ation of ſingularity by ſome 
quintum diem contradicted ; at leaſt queſtioned. Howſoever, had theſe 
pzgwsli ſcribits gyiou ſearchers ſh2wed us where S. Lake ſaith, that Chriſt 
nn —_ * was conceivedin the ſixth month of the Legall yeare, we would 
þ ) About thPyeare of have concluded with chem, that Chrilt was borne either in 
the Lord, 195. Mayby reckoning from Auguſt excluſively; or in April, by 
q)Beroala.Chron.|.3- accompting from Angſt incluſsvely : but there can be no- 
Cab, _—_{ enjer- thing more certaine then that they are miſtaken, For the 
A nn pe Angel Gabrie! does direRly ſay, this i the ſixth month (not 
G . ' fromtheþeginning of the year,but ) with her,who Was called 
7) Luke 36. * barren (r); that is, from the conception of hn the Baptiſt. 
Nor does {lemens Alexandrinus aftord theſe ſearchers any 
more credit then the bare mentioning of their groundleſſe 
phanſies; which truly is more then they deſerved. 

A Taz FoukTH ObjeRion, Ur. Was the cuſtome of the 
Church of Alexandria to celebrate the Birth of John Baptilt, 
at the firſt time when that Solemnity was there brought in, 01 
the 23. day of Aprill ; as Cyrill reporteth in an Homily upon 
that ſubjeft. And if Johnthe Baptiſt was borne in eApril, 
[ſ) 1f.Caſaub Exer: then couldnot Chriſt be borne in December, (s) there being 

)L ER. but 6. Months between their births (:). 

Wo Tas Anſwer, All the Homilies of Cyril, uſually tyled 
hu twelt Bookes of Comments mpon Tohn , are both by Pro- 
teſtants and Papiſts accounted of very little or no authori. 

« Perkinſ,prapar. £©y- For, it iscertaine that one Jodocs Cliftovers wrote 4. 
ad Demonſtrar. bookes of thoſe twelve, and the reſt are held dybios and 
—u-- yer. Bl much nnlikely to be Cyrifls (#). Nor is it probably true , 
Ns - |ef, fat che Church of Alexavdria ſhouid once celebrate the 
Scriptorus, —  Birtheday of Joby Baptiſt in eFprill; ſeeing the Egypiio 

Churches 


C 


out Saviours Birth that all the World ſhould be taxed, went ont 
" & onthe 24.0f Sept. and ſo Chriſt was borne on that day «. ; Luk. z,r, 


(35) 

Churches (of which the Church of Alex«n4rie was the 

chiefe) did ever maintaine that Chriſt was Borne on the 25:day 

of Dzcember, a»4 yeerly kept that day Feftivall in memory 

thereof w , Beſides the words here alledged (be they w Genebr. Chronol, 

Cyrils, or be they not) doe no way impugne us, for in re- < P-266.267, 

gard that the Church of Alexandria forſook the Odſerva- [4's = Oblervas 

rion of the 23. of April which at jr: they O-ſerved, it is _— 

apparant they found themſelves in an erronr: And in re» 

gard they afterwards conſtantly celebrated the birth of 7o: 

Baptiſt on the crys pwr our Adverſaries them- 

ſelves acknowledge,) x ic muſt needs be that they judged x 1: 11.44 

the Greek and Lane Churches to be in the right. Re ET 
THz FirTtH ObjeRion, Bede affirmes, thit che Tndi- 

Aion began on the 24 day of September ( ; and that our Lord ( Tncipiunt indiftis 

Was borne (Indiione quarta ineunte) When the fourth Indi. 1645 VITT. Calendzs 


: # . of, bi , id ; FF 
lion began : Therefore Chriſt was borne on the 24, day of Mount ends ere 


September «. . 

= Anſwer, Bede does not ſay, our Lord was borne CO RE 
when the fourth Indition began, but i the fourth Indiftion, t Becoald, Chron, 
according to Dyonifin u ; which words are roo generall for lib.z cap.s.O 
us to conclude thence the yeare of Chriſts B:rth, much leſle yn y 
the month, leaſt of all the day, And yer conſidering that «4» eff domings, Beda 


Tndiftion ts the face of 15. years *, he might very well have lib.dd.c.47. 


"ſaid ſo ; though Chrilt was not bornerill the end of three * Indiftio eft ſpacium 


_.. quindecim annorum. 
months after che firlt day of the Indiftion : As we lay fre 4 


quently,that ſuch a thing was or hapned in the beginning of ,,,..... 
our Kirgs reigne;though it were 3.6,0r 10,months after the 
ficſt day of His reigne, | 

Taz $1xTH ObvjcRion. Taxes and ColleRions of Tri- 
bute b:gan on the 24. day of September ; a5 appeares by the / 
Indiftions, which were inſtituted to bear accompt of the pay- 


ment of tribute y : Therefore eAugnſins Ceſars Decree at ? Hoptons Concore 


dancy of yeares;c. 3 2» 


Taz Anſwer, We deny the Argument : For it is a moſt 4 B:roald,ibid, 
abſurd inference,viz.becauſe the ordinary and yeerly taxes, 
colleRions of eribute,and Inditions (which were invented 
in the time of Conſtantine the _ and ordained by Hins 

_—” MATT IO 3 —_ 


4x 
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( 36) 


* b) are infifliown 312: Jeares afeer Chriſt (b) began on the 24. day of Sep. 


Ceſares, in (criptoribus tember; therefore that extraordinary and moſt remarkable 
Greck ufuaiiſſims, in- taxeNecreed by Auguſius( aſar when our Saviour was born, 
cipit 24. Seprembris, began on the ſame day Nay,here is a cluſter of abſurdities : 

uno Chriſti, 3 12.i2- For if the iſſuing forth of Ce/ars Decree, and our Saviours 
> 4g Brth were on the ſelf. ſame day, then was the Decree ſent 
choz,Ind.Chronol.p, from Rome to Nazareth, above a 1000, miles diltant, and 


21z.Calviſ. Iſag. from Nazareth Joſeph With Mary hu eſpouſed Wife great 


Chron.cop.s. . With cbild (c),and expeRing every houre to be delivered, 
pn cg muſt forthwith poſt 95. Engliſh miles unto Berk/ehemall in 


iceno, qui poſt quin- ONE day. But who knowes not that-Errour begets Erronr ? 

= > 3-4 - +. . Tug SEVENTH ObjeQion. «A Tow (d) wonld net ſoon 
redeat, Romani banc þtljeve that a wiſe Emperour as Auguſtus was,would command 
he nnd 3; Poore men to come in Wunter to their own Towns. Neither Was 
you rant _, it the fit time for the Shepherds to be 1n the field, And as Bap« 
& nos bodic equimur, tiſme was according to his Birth-month, it was not Whol/ome 
Alſted.z.Chronol. for men to goe up to the head in Water in mid winter, There- 
yy 5. fore Chrift was not borne in December (ce). 

p, = vga. YM Taz Anſwer. The Land of Canaan (now called Pale- 
theſe Septembrian; op= ſine (F) is found to extend it ſelfe from the degrze zo, and 
pole checradition of 5 2. Scruples, unto the degree 33, and 44. Scruples of La- 


Chriſts Church,when yizude or Elevation ; And for Longitude, it is placed be- 
the Jewes bcliefe is 


wg CEE . 10,mingtes (g): ſo that it is included fully and wholly with- 


e) Beroald. lib, dd] inthe third Climate(b):the ſame Climate in which Fez and 
cap.dd. Hoſpinian, de Aforocco (5) are ſcituate; where the winter-ſeaſon (asevery 
25 1g-cll. Chri,menl. Geographer and Mariner will tell us) is hotter then our 
- ng CC May here in Englan1: and yet Pal:Fine in heat exceeds 
ous "Advertiſement of Fez and Aforocco,becauſe it lyeth above 40, degrees nearer 
Corruptions.p.43,44 Ealt then they doe (4). TR. n : 
1) avs Fe- This alſo may b2 colleed out of the Scripture; For in 
—_—_ regard that a ſpeafe of the firit fruits of harveſt was yearly 
Vatabl.cranſlz, Bibl, Offered on. the ſecond day after the Paſſcover (1), which was 
£) according to, the : 
obſervations of Maſter Toby Moore, and Maſter Ichn Speed. (b) Euſtach. in Append. 
Tira&. 7. part 2. de Phy. (i) Note, that Africa 'tooke its name from 2 & Gelnm, 
that 'is , without cold, (hk) Garperiters Geography, lib. 2» cap» 3s T beorem, 19+ 
1) Levit.23.5,6,10,11, . 
I ths 


"d 


twixt the degree 64. 32. minutes, and the degree 69. and / 


— 


| (77) 
the 16, day ofthe Jewes Month 4534 alias Ni/an (m),and m) Secunda ay ymorum 
is with us the 27, of March (») (which 27. according ro 4ic,q"* ft menſs bujes 


the true accompr, falls on the 15, of our Adarch) ]t muſt tenth wh _ 


neceſſarily foliow that the temperatare of the Month jnras incipi ; 
4 5» oe TG VAC incipiunt frui : 
December in the Land of Cayaan,is anſwerab'eto our May, equumque rati Deun 


== == <> — 


if not 7-»e. Though therefore a di/obedient and gainſaying £9 ubertatk autho-* 
rem per gratitudinem 
not but grant, thar the ſeaſon of the yeare did no way hin- —_— "Joſeph. 


I” derthe convenient execution of Ceſars Decree, nor the Antiqu. Jud. lib.c.10 


2.* Shepherds being in the fields, nor our Saviours. going into See Perkins. 2. vol. 

3 - the River Jorday, in December, , + bel aan 

ny «po Paſcha, & ante Pentecoftcn abſolutim ſuiſse etiam triticeara meſſem certum E* 

wy ond _-——_— Harm, Evang, Pcolegom, cap. 3- (#) Aſter the Inlran Accompr, 
Tat E1GHnTH ObjeRion, In times paſt there have been 

Various opinions in the Church concerning the Birth of Chriſt; 

Some held he was borne on the fixth of Jabuary, but Epipha- 

nius ſaith on the Fifth ; (p) ſome ſaid 0n the Tenth of Aprill, Þ Bcroald.Chron, lib, 

ſome on the nimteenth of May,others in the moneth September, L's i —_— 

THE MosST PART on the 25, of December (q). And if i» > hors 37h Caſaub. 

times paſt the day of Chrilts Birth was not agreed on ; it'# Exercitar, r.cap.25. 


| —Gcp, nt man, muſt now determint it (r). r Urizs Dei eft, non 


p pag homink defanire diem. 
Tas Anſwer, This Argument is many wayes abſurd,and Tele Soati in Ca. 


* Init ſelfe contradictory, For,amonglt all pzople md Nati- © * 

ons the conſent of h———_ part is nan - otherwiſe _ Nagogicls, 

there would be never any agreement in this World. Again, 

it tells us not, who thoſe ſome and others were :bdelike,men of 

ſuch learning and note, that the arcient Church-Writers 

would not mention them, 2ad our Adverſaries cannot. As 

> Epiphanice ; he indeed twice afficmcth, that Chrif? was (Dont full of3 
wemnthe 33. yeare of the firſt Herod, the Son of Antipater, * 297m 1404 jp im 

Which was _—_ yeare of Pd Cz\ar ; (/) bur he nei- —_ 

ther ſets down the Moneth,nor day of the Monech, _ Herodis, Antiparrk fi- 

"And hereTet the Reader take norice of the vaine pro- lii qui erat annue qua- 


( onegegretls arid: miſersble iflue of Schiſmaticks: From doubt- 4r4geþmu [ecundzs 


Auguſti Ca/aris.Epi» 


= ings of the crurtythey fall inco denials from denialsto-nzw 
tec Opinions, from new Opinions to manifeſt arid bold lying, pd comin — m7 


from lying to horrible confuſion,and in the end conclude in 1,3.com. 2.Hzick 78, 
jult nothing, ſave their owne ſhame, THrsB 


OPT —© I 
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(38) 

Taz NiNTH Obj:Rion, The Church of £»g/ard does 

not celebrate the true day of Chris Birth: therefore the 
Church of Eng/ard is erroneous, 

Taz Anſwer, we deny the Antecedent ; for though the 

G ie Church of England does not celebrate the true day exactly 

; and preciſely raken, as we ſaid before : yet ſhe cclebrates 

the true day accordirg to the 11a» Accompr, which 

Accompt is yet generally embraced by the Proteſtants, and 

p Eaeft anni ſorms not to be deſpiſed (p). Nevertheleſle 5t 55 not the day, but the 

c— yg 5 _ we remember, which no good { briſtian Will deny ſhould 

certiſsimum tempork e done (4), 


wchiculis, cum omnibus 


uſqu tiun ſeriem deducendum accommodatiſſime, Calvil.Iſag. Chron, cap.8. g See the life 
and death of William Cocper, Biſhop of Golloway.pag. 8 


Tas TENTH, and laſt O5j:Rion. Chriſt was borne in 
r) Luke 2. 8. the” n5ght (7) : Therefore he was not born on the 25, day of 
December. 


fit __ familiariſsima, cognitu & obſervatu facillima, wo ad temporam 2 creatione mundi hue 


[) Quenquam Tebemes THE Anſwer, The dey is of two ſorts ; Natwral'or Ci-), 


« Sarroboſco et qui vill (ſ) ; The natarall day is the time from Sun«rifing unto 


On to Sun-rifing. The (will day is the ſpace of ,24. houres, in 
Jer item cen arrifj} Which time the Sunneis by thi firſt orbe carried round a- 
cialem 3 quem nos ci- bout the World : It containes as well the nighe as the trua 
vilem illi narrralem day ; and is therefore termed by the Greeks (t) »v;90pseor, 
diem vocant ; nos ve and may in Lutine be aptly tranſl ited nofdinm, The former 


_— Cent. is meant when God called the light, day : The latter, when it 


lib,1.c.45.& lib.5.c. 15 ſaid, the evening and the morning were the 6 day (v).And 
16,Hanc dici naturalis Of the latter wee ought here to be underſtood when wee 
ex artificialis appellati= ſpeake of the 25, day of December ; For our Saviour was 


_— a, are 4 borne preſently afcer 1 2, a Clock in the Night(x),at which 


per credidi,quiſquiream time the Civill day began according to the cultome of the 
primus nobis tradiderit Romans y. 
Vide ſcbolion. Eliz 


Viieti in ſphzram Joan.a ſacroboſco*c.z. (t) vybnutegy ty 7w BvIg Teroinua, 
2 Cor.12.21. u Gen.1.5, .x Luke 2.8. y More Romano dics a media nofte incipit, et ſequentis 
noi mediaparte finitur. Traque quicquid in bis viginti quatuor borks aFum ef,perinde ot quaſs qua= 
vis borg luths aun efset, Paulus ICtus Digeſt. jure Civl.l.atity1 2, 


The 


22%4 


cum ſequuntur no- Sun-ſetting ; whoſe oppoſite is the »ight, from Sun-ſer uns 7 


(39) 

The vanity and weakneſſe of all obj: ions to the con- 
trary being diſcovered, we conclude, according to the Te- 
ſtimony of the ancient Pathers, the Tradition of the 
Churches of God, and the evident concurrence of Sacred 
Scripture, T hat the 25.,day of December is the juit\true, and 
exatt day of our Savionrs Births L 


Szxcrt. VIL 
The work of the Day. " 


O How good, how pleaſant,how kind a thing it is to re- 
member the Works of the Day in its ovn Day (4). 

This worke, whether at home or in publique conſiſts of 
three parts or duties, The firlt is, a reverend explanation; 

1. Or THE PERSON INCARNATED : which wat 
(rift the Lord (b). The Word, the Eternall Sonne of God, þ) Luke 2.15; 
the ſecond perlon of the molt glorious Trinity, was made c) 3 AtyG cagt 
fleſh (c) ; not by the converſion of the Godhead into fleſh (6), 3941470. Joh. 1.14» 
buc by aſſuming unto the Godhead the nature (not the per..' d) Yide Symbolum 
ſon (e) of man, and all the naturall inficmities thereof, Athanafii 
ſinne excepted (F) ; which nature the Father formed in the mv pape 
Sonne by the Holy Ghoſt, of the Subſtance of the bleſſed ; Heb. h wy 4.16. 
Vugin Mary, who was of the Tribe of 7ndahb, of the Roy- vuoreyTuey Urs 
21] Family of David (g). Wherefore Chriſt was pos God, yayle 74 curing 8} 
and ſo quali to the Father (h);perfef? man,and fo inferiour ;p,42,,14 1434 
tothe Father (5). 
2xov yoo + drIgoroy x, Tavik Te T4 arvgurs dvinals, mnlw The duagTias 
Damaicrn — —— fidei lib. 3. cap. 20, (g) Luk.1. 32. (b) Joh. x0. 30, Ihil. 2.6 
ij) Tohn 14. 29. 


a) Opus diet in die (us 


2. How Cyr138T Was BornE Or Thus VIRGIN 
MARY : and that was by opening of the Womb (4) atter k) Luke 2.7.23; 
the ordinary way : not «teroclanſo, the womb being ſhut, as 
the Papilts imagine (7). t) Catechiſm, Rom, 
3. WHERE Hs Was BorNs : to wit, in the Land of part 1.cap.4.Relpon, 
Tudah in Bethlchem(m )which ſignifies,the howſe of Bread(n); ry get 
teaching us, that Chrif7 was the _ bread of life which =_ n) Paſ Lexicon, 
aWn 


dvFrars arinafty 


a 
Wy, a ot, ow ww Yy.1 _ 


Ts -£% 
< nut mY oe 


_ 


«an 


me SE wana. ops” 


wt - . * 
wo» 6 
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», a—__ 


mand OO I 


. Arcbelats,erreth 4. 


. 3 Mat,2:1,2,11, 


(40) 
down from Heaven (0) In a ſtable ; and was laid in a Manger, 
becauſe ther e Was no roome for them in the Tnne (p) ;texching 
us by his example to beare corporall poverty with pati- 
Ence, | 

4. Wrzen Hs Was Borne : and that was 1. when 


0 John 6. 33+ 35s 
Þ Luke 2. 7+ 


a Decree went out from Auguſtus Cziar that all the World. 


Luke & 1. 3. ſhould be tax:d .2. WhenCyrenius was Governor of Syria 4.The 
r Toſephuacallerh him Evangelilt ſayes not of 7«dea becauſe 7udea was at that time 
Quirinis z aud in = gjovned unto the Province of Syria c ; teaching us, that the 
_ m_ ns e true Meſſiab,Chriſt, yas come ; For the Scepter Was then de- 
CE E® parted not only from the Tribe of Zudah, { but even from the 
yeares. dee loſeph. Jews, 3. In the night 'S- ſignifying that the day-ſpring from 
AntiqeInd.t.17.6lt- on high viſited us, to give light to them that ſate in darkyneſſe, 
& lib.18.cap.1, and in the ſhadow of death n, 
$m>rY 5. Ox Goys Gracious AnDdMIiRracuilous 
y Luke 198,79, DISCOVERY OF His BIiRTH. 1. Tothe poor Shep. 
x Luk. 2-8,9,10,11. herds neere Bethelchem by an Angell. x. 2. To the rich 
Wiſemen in the Eaſt by a Star/ : teaching us, that poore 
and rich, ſimple and wiſe, Jew and Gentile, neere and 
farre off, are all alike accepted by God, in, through, and for 
Chriſt, 
6. Of the glorious cel. bration of Chrifs Nativity by a 
multitude of the heavenly hoſt praiſing Gop x. 
3. & 18.18. & 22,8, The ſecond part is a pious meditation on the END and 
b Pſal.2218, NECESSITY of Chriſls Birth ; and that was threefold. 
Iſa.7,14 & 9-6;7- / 1, That Gods Promiſes 4, and the prediions of his ſer= 
> 264 vr 094" vants the Prophets 6, might bz accompl.ſh2d. 2. That God 
Zech.9. 10.8. £5, might thereby manifeFt hu love towards mankinde c, 3, That 
*- *- * redemption might be to rhers that were nndir the Law d : 


{ Luke 2, 13, 14- 
a Gen.3.15,& 12. 


& 9. 9. | 
>Joba 3.16,17, otherwiſe eternall death had paſſed #pox all men, for that af 
1 John 4.9,10. have ſinned ©, 

wet romg get The third and chiefeſt part is, an humble and fincers 
f 7 ng thanksgiving unto Gop for thoſe great and uneſtima. 


ble benefits which we receive by the ſacred Birth of our 


Z 1 Chron. 16.7, 
Lord CHRIST, the Savienr of the Worldi : outwardly 


Ephel.5 19. 


_ 21,8, exprefling our thankfulnefle, 1. 1» P/almes and Hymnes, 
ho ae and Spiritual Songs. 2, In a larger and more hibcrall 


uſe of Gods. Creatures then at ordinary times, 3. In 
our 


2. 


(41) . 
our charity unto the needy members of Chriſt ;, i Luke 14. 13, 
Whoſoever therefore regardetb this day aright, muſt re. 

gard it unto the Lord, giving God thanks: and not ſpend & Rom. 24.6 

It i» rioting and drunkenneſſe, nor in chambring and wanton- 48; 
neſſe | as too too many have done, to the high diſhonour | Rom. x3. 13; 

of Almighty God, the reproach of our Church ; and the *Þ* dayes which are 
fearfull hazard of cheir owne ſoules, _ our toſerveas 

Þ ique memorials 


of Gods mercics, ought to be cloathed with thoſe outward robes of holinefle, whereby the 
difference from ocher daycs may be made ſenſible. Hook Eccleſ.'Policy.lib,5,ſeF, 70, 


TE — 


SECT, VIII. 
A patheticall exhortation unto the true Sennes of the (hmrch of 
England. 


A theſe things ſo? May Chriſtian Magiſtrates con- 

ſtitute Feaſt-dayes, and require obedience unto ſuch 
Conltitutions«? Has the Church! of England Ocdained 4 $cR. 2. 

that the Birth day of Chriſt ſhould bee yearly kept Felti- 

vallb ? Is this Ocdination grounded upon the Scri- 5. nd 6. Edw.c. 
ptuces c? Is it conficmed by the praftice of the Chriſtian c.3.1 Eliz,c,z. 
Church from the time of the Apoſtles unto this day, and © Se. 4. 

doe all Reformed Churches approve thereof 4? Is the 25, ,<., 

day of December the Birth-day of our Saviour e ? Does the , 3" 

work of the day tend to the G'ory of God the Honour of 

Chriſt, and -Comfort of his Charch f ? What wretched f Se&.7. 
Herodians are they then, who revile and envy the ſolemni- 

z1tion of Chriſts Birth,calling it Heatheniſme, and moſt | 
blaſphemouſly perſwading the people 8, That a Feaſt cele. 8 Theſe words, or 
brated unto the Henowr of CyRIST, # no better then that m_ # _ 
Feaſt which the Iſraelites made unto the molten Calfe b ? Church of S, Mich. 


Cornhill, on the Lordt day, the 25. of February, 16 43. God give «be ſpeaker repentance co the 
acknowledging of the truth, 2 Tim2,25. b Exed.32.4,5,6. 


- Butlet us Brethren, who have not ſo learned Chriſt i, i Epbel.4-20. 
be ſubjeft to Principalities and Powers : let us obey Magin _ 
rates ; and be ready to every good word k, yet not daring to & Titus 3-1. 


deſpiſe our Mother the Church, the ouſe of Chrif | : let 1 Cant, 4. 9, 
F 2 us | 


m) 2 Pet,10.13,17, 
19 Iude 8.1213. 
k) 2 Theſ.2.15, 


0) Pſal.73.5,6,7. 


(42) 
us beware of thoſe who are preſumptuors, ſelf-willed, that 
bring railing aconſations : Who are fþots in our Feaſts of 
charity, wandring Starres, wells withont water, clond; that are 
carried with a tempeſt, while they promiſe liberty, they thems- 
ſelves are the ſervants of corruption, to Whom the miſt of dark- 
neſſe us reſerved for ever (m). Let us ſtand faſt, and hold the 
traditions Which Wwe have been taught (n) : let us make them 
knovne to our children,that the generations to come May kno 
them, even the children which (hall be borne ; who ſhall ariſe 
and declare them to their children, that they may not forget the 
workes of Gor (0) ; And principally may keep the memo- 


þ) See Willets Synop- riall of CH r15 T 5 Nativity (p);continuing the celebration 


troverlie, quzR.8,p, 


of this moſt ancient, moſt Chriſtian, moſt bleſſcd Fealt un- 
till the ſecond coming of SH1 Lon, 


Halelwjah. 


(43) 
SSHESSHISSSSSHSSÞI$SSSSS 


ANSWER 


TO SIXTEENE 


"WW EF: 


Towchizg the Riſe and Obſervation of 


EH T1 STM A 


Propounded by Mr. 7oſeph Heming of Uttoxeter. 
== 72] Hough,if we confider the time fince the forego- 


\\ . 
®. 8 


BY ing Treatiſe was publiſhed, it being five yeares 
Ul compleat laſt 4pril,1649.we might rather infilt 
Fil upon anAnſwer from our Opponents, then take 

| notice of their Queres, which co multiply into 
ſcores or hnndreds, is nothing difficult,even to 
the meaneſtSophiſter:Yet leſt oncChriſtiznSolemnity ſhould ſuf. 
fer by our ſilence,and for the ſatisfaRion of this Quz:iſt and all 
others whom the Spirit of contradifion and by-ends have not 
made uncapable of the truth, we (hall briefly and clearly return 
our Reſolucſon to each particular; With reference, as occaſion 
(hall be and that often is, co what hath been above delivered ; it 
deing altogether improper and needlefſe to make repetition, 


QUEARE I. 
Whether ſuch Religious Cuftomcs as are binding to all the Churches of Jeſus 
Chriſt , ought not to bave ſure footing upcn #he Ward of GOD, or Apoſtolicall 


Prattice ? 
ANSWER: 
E muſt here diſtinguiſh of Rel3gious Cu/tomes: Some are 
V Religions Abſe/arely fome Reſpeftively. Cultorties ab-— 
ſolutely, religious, have ſure —_— upon the Word of 
G OD, either in expreſſs termes or by evident conſequence 
as T he peoples aſſembling to ne $- Service,the (libration of the- 
- 3 4 


al 


—— 


Wa 


a) See our ſe- 
cond SeRion. 
Alſo, Harmon, 
Conſeſ.fidei. 
Sea.16. Acts 


and Monu- 
ments.vol.1. 


pag. 5-col.8, M: 
Edwards Trea» 


tile againſt 


( 44) 


( Sacraments, and the like : Theſe are abſolutely and ever binding 


i 


to all the Churchas # 7eſuaChriſt.Cultoms reſpeftively religious, 
are ſuch as in reſpe& of their Z{arter, Manner, Ex4 are Religious, 
but have their Inſticution from the praftice and Authority of 
G O D'S Church ; Of which number is this Obſervation of the 
Nativity; The Matter whereof is our Saviours Birth, The Afas+ 
»er is with preaching, prayers, thankſgiving, aimes,and a liberall 
yet ſob-r nſe of G O D'S Creatures ; the E»d is the Honour of 
Chriſt and our owne Edification ; Theſe Cultomes though in 
themſ:lves things indifferent, yet in reſpeR of the Churches 
Authority become binding ; and the wilfull contempt of them 
is 3 contempt of Authority,a ſcandall and offence to theChurch, 
which by the joynt conſent of all Proteſtant Divines is a ſinne a- 
exiſt the Morall Liw (a). 
Your £zere then containes a double errour : 

Firſt,it implies a miſunderſtanding of the Nature of our Felti. 
vail; for we cſtcem it not (as you propound) amongſt Cuſtomes 
abſolmely_religious, Eo 

econdly, by the DisjunAtive [Or] you infinuate,that ſuch Cu 
ſomes as have ſure footing upon Apoſtelicall Pratlice, are abſolutely 
religious ard binding to all Chriſtian Churches; Which is falſe; For 


Toleration —it is the Apoſtolicall Precept, not Apoſtolicall Praftice, that 


Pap.14, 


b)as Mr,S cul- 
der would have 


in his Chriſts- 


ans daily walk, 
cap.6.pag.158. 
c) Mat. 26. 20, 


26, 


qd) A&.20.6,7. 
e)iCor,11.21, 


makes a Cultome - ab/o/»tely religious and univerſally binding, 
The Praflice of our Saviour himſelfe, and of his Apoliles with 
him, and the Church to boot (5),did not charge the Nature of 
things indifferent : but as they uſed them freely, ſo they lefe 
them free : We read that the holy Communion was celebrated 
at the time of Supp?r.by our Saviour and his Diſciples{c),by the 
D.ſcip!es and theChurch of Troes(),by the Church atCorinch(e): 
and yet who will ſay ; that the Celebration of the Communion 
at that time is a Cuſtome ab/o/utely religious, hath Authority of 
Divine Precc pt, and bindeth all the Churches of Chriſt > 


YULSERE II. 
Whether you can ſubſtantially prove that Chriſt was borne on the 25. of 
December ? and what your proofes are ? 


ANSWER, 
If the full conſent of clear and undoubted Records,if the Te- 
ſtimony of the antient Greek and Latin Churches,if the generall 
acknow- 


(45) 
Acknowledgement of thoſe that profeſſe Chriſtianity, be /ub- 
ſtantiall proofs; (which no man of commen ſenſe will deny) then 
have we ſubſtantially proved that Chriſt was borne on the 25, of 
December. (f) And truly upon the like reaſons as our Oo. 


ponents make ſcruple at this, may they quzſtion what ever is * 


chronicled : Admit, we ſhould afticme, that #i4iam the Con- 

u:rour was crowned at Weſtmiyſfter on the 25, of December, 
and for the Authority thereof quoteRoger de Hoveden, Matthew 
Parizand others ; Might not one ask , as they doe of Chriſts 
Birth-day, how could this be > X ing Herold Was h'gh and pniſ- 
ſant in Oftober before ; and a Soldier cannat ſoone believe that a 
wiſe Prince as Duke William Yy.s, Would in Winter with his Southern 
people, Wage warre in a Northerne Country, Neither Ws it the fit 
time for Armies to be in the fieli;, And it is not probable, that this 
Kingdome was conquered in the ſpace of tws Winter moneths. (g) 
Bur, what ſenſe is in ſuch kinde of arguing,we leave to the judgc- 
ment of ary rationall man ; and for perfeR ſolution of this. 
Buere referre you to our (ixth Seftion, 


QCUERE II, &1V. 


Whether the Celebration of thar day can be cleareiy warranted by you from 
Scripture ? and what your Scriptures are,Or, Whether you can clear it by 
ſound conſequence from the New Teſtament, though nor ſer downe there 
in 20tidem verbiz? n 


ANSWER. 


Both theſe 2 eres ariſe from a miſtaken Principle ; For the 
Obſervation of this Feaſt (as we ſaid before) is not a Cultome 
abſolutely religious, whoſe warrant indeed is from Scripture, ec- 
ther expreſly or by ſound Conſequence. Howbeit we mult note ; 
Though this Anniverſary Feſtivall hath no particular and Spe- 
cial Scripture-warrant, whereby this very day is ſet apart to. 
this very end; yet it may have and hath a Gererall Scripture- 
warrant, under which it-is authorized : For the Obſervation 
of ſuch Anniverſary Feaſts is juſt and warranted from the 
Equity and ſenſe of the (eremonial Law, which the Apoltle 
(1 Cor. 9.19.) ſheweth to be (till in force; and therefore the 


Legall Anniverſary Fealts doe in Equity require and even _ 
reac 


_* 


- 


f)See our fix;h 
veQtion, 
| 
? 
} 
d 
/ 


gCompare this 
with Buroaldus 
Chron.l, 3.c.8, 
and Brough- 

tons Advertiſce 
ment of Corrup. 


HOns,p. 43144 


(46) 
teach, that there ought to be Goſpell- Anniverſary Feaſts, af. 
figned for extraordinary Thanſgivings and rehearſalls of 


a7 G O D'S extraordinary benefits to his People. (4) As then from *_ 
1.2.c.15.n.rs he grounds and reaſons of G O D'S commanding the weekly q 
i)Gal.4-4,5.9, Fealt of the Sabbath,(though the Sabbath b2 now aboliſhed) (:) , 
Se TW Church hath good Authority and Warrant to ordaine one 
: > po *2+14:155 day in ſeven to be kept holy ; zhd:guided by che example of the 

a o EY” Primitive Churches, and conſtant pratice of Chriſtians in all 

1 | 28es,obſerveth and to that purpoſe ordainerh the firit day of the 
| ' week,under the title of the Lords Day: So,from the grounds and th 
L , reaſons of G O D'S commanding the Legall Anniverſary Feaſts, m1 
| ( (though thoſe Feaſts be now aboliſhed,) our Church hath gaod ca 
h Authority and Warrant to ordaine ſolemne dayes of thankſgi- ſa 
"  ving for GOD'S extraordinary benefits; and guided by the cx. af 
1 ample of the Primitive Churches and conſtant praRtice of Chri- O 
& ſtians in all ages, obſervech and to that purpoſe ordaineth (x- P 
| monelt other Feaſts) the 25. day of December, under the title of by 
the day of Chriſts Nativity. V 
21 
L2UIMEREV, vn 
Whether you can cleate the Celebration of that day by Univerſall tra« b 
dition ? p 
| ANSWER. ti 
; FE This Word Univerſal muſt here be taken in a ſafe ſenſe : For, l 
0} as of DoArine, ſo ſay Divines of Tradition ; to make it V1i- bs 


h verſall, it is not requiſite, that all Chriſtians ſhould profeſle it F 
throughout every age; for then, no DoRrine can be fiyled Ca. I 
"l © thelique or Univerſal, becauſe there is no DoAtine which hath t 
/\ notat ſometime or other, through weaknefſe of Judgement, j 
| - prideof wit, or ſelfe-ends, beene drawne into queltion, if not [ 
k) Procopius li. oppoſed;(k)there muſt be Hereſres,(1)and falſe Prophets ever were 
2 KL 3.Goth, and will be, (>) But that Tradition is truly termed Univer 
| Wi 4ox oY t) — ſall, unto which the Fathers, Martyrs and godly men of the 
| prog” bs ey yt Chriſtian Church have in all jAges, to this preſent time borng 
| Ie" contra bzceſ,  witneſſe, (») both by cxhortations and exzmples : And ſuch 
| CaP«36 is the Tradition of Solemnizing our Saviours Birth. dfy ; as 
_— abundantly proved in our fifth SeRion, whereto wee 

« referre. 
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LYUIMJERE VI. 

Whether (inthis caſe it can be evidenced by none of theſe, vit. plaine Text, 
ſolid Inference, unive:ſall Tradition) it be not a meere bumane inven- 
tion, and ſo Will-worſhip ? And how you will one day acquit your ſelves 
before God, for placing 2nd crying up meas Inventions, inſtead of the 
Inſticutions of Jeſus Car ? And whether ic were not faithfull dealing 

with poore fimple people to cell them that you have neither of theſe to ware | 4 

q 


rant it ? / 
eANSWER. 
Falſe it is and landzrcous, that we cry »p the Celebration of 
this day as an [»ſt1:ation of Feſus Chriſt : And yet, we doe and 
muſt deny it to be 4 meere humaxe invention and Will-Worpip; be- 
cauſe the Obſerving thereof is not onely approved by Vn:ver- 
ſall Tradition, but (as we ſhewed before) hath Sacred Authority 
ard Scripture-warrant in the Generall, though not in Feciall; (0) 9) See our 
Of which kinde are, Set- Faſts, weekly or monethly Liftares, daily —_— to the 
Prayer with our Families, the ſinging of Davids Pſalmes in meeter Que » fourch 
by a whols Congregation,and divers other Chriltian praRices : (p) p)n clin, Expli: 
Whereas that worſhip which the Apoſtle calleth z7/1.worſvip cat. Carecher, © 
and condemneth, is wholly deſtitute of Scripture-warrant as 9quzR. gr. 
well Generall as Special, and hath no other ground and originall wm 1,0 
but the vaine opinion, will and phanſie of men ; as, The worſhip 3*=5:96:, 
ping of Angels, and placing an abſolute holine(ſe and neceſſity in 
things indiferent(g) We defire therefore our Qzeriſt and his fol. 9) Cloſ.2.18, ' 
lowers to conſider well and lay to heart, how they will one ***** 's 
day acquit themſelycs beforeGOD,for lindring their Brethpen, 
for calling good evill,(y and crying down that for a meer humane *) Iay x. 20, 
Invention and #/i# Wworſoip, which hath Scripture- Authority and 
the conſent of the Chriftian Churth in all Ages. And Were it not 
faithful dealing in theſe men,and their apparent duty, to tel poore + 
ſimplePeople that they have unawares flipt into error and miſl:d 
ther, and will hereafter (like S. Parl) labonr the more abun- 
dantly (+) in aſſerting and divulgiog the Truth, $)iCoris, © 
2 VI EREVII 
Since dayes and times commanded by G O D himlelfe to be obſerved un- ; | 
der the Law, were and are unlawfull under the Goſpell 3 Whether dayes ' 8 NI! 
and times commanded by men,and not by G O D,under the Goſpell,are 1 [216636 - 
not lefle lawfull ? | 
ANSWER, a | 
This Scrupls is eaſily removed, if wee conſider the different Wi! | ; 
G | natures ' FY} 


Urſin. Expli- 
cat. Catecher. 


q\zlt.92. 


u)Rom 134.6 
w) My, 23. 4 


Ads 2x. 10 


x)M2rs.15.38 


John 19. 30 
Heb. g. 10 


J)1i Cor.14-40 


Fg 


t) Gal.5.3, 2, 


334+ 


8) Ag 2.1. & 
I3,14,42 &.17 


2 & 19.4218 - different : All dayes were to tht Apoſtles alike 5 (5) They 


20.16. 


b ) Rom, 14.3. 
5,6.17., Col.z, 


16, 


b) Ads 2. 46. 


& 5. 46. 
c ) Cornel. 
T acir, lib. 12 


d) 1 Cax. 16, 
1,233. 


e ) As was that 
io the 20. verſe 


of the ſame 


| (48) 
natures of thoſe dayes wuder the Law and theſe wndev the Goſpel! - 
They were abſoiutely neceſſary, theſe in themſelves are things 
indifferent ; They were parts of GOD'S pub'ique Worſh'p, 
theſe are attendants and ſabſervient to GOD'S Worſhip; (t) They 
were inſtitzzed by G O D hamſelfe,theſe are eſtabli{h:d by Chci- 
ſtizn Mag ſtites, GO D'$ Miniſters; (#) They as 2 grievo:s and 
unſupportabl- Toke ( w) were'zsboliſh:d at Chrifts D-ath, (x) 


" khele are things rendins to Decency and Order in the Church,are 


retained by Chriſts Warraat, (y) Now, what ground or Rea. 
ſon th2re is, to inferrce the unlawfalneſſe of the latter, from 
the ualawfuinefſe of the former ; To concluſe Goſpell- 
dayes of thankſ-giving , allowe4 by Cyr1sT and ce apart 
by Cariftian Migiltrates, to be unlawfult; b:cauſe Legal 
F-alts, aboliſh:d by Cyr1sT, and which to re-admit is to 
make Cur 15T of co eff:t, (=) are untawfull; Let men of 
ſoaitety determins, And here nec:flary it is to take notice ; 
thougi after th: Afcenſiyn of Chrilt wee fiade the Apoſtles ar 
ſome of the Jew. !h Fealts, as The Sabbath and Penticoft; (a) Y ct 
did not thzy ubicrve them as Legalt Ordinances, but as things 


made no valuation or diffzrence of fi-ft or laſt , but every day of 
the weeks they came together, every day they prayed, preach:d,aimi- 
niſtred the Sacram:nt of the Lords Supper. (6b) lade:d Srimt Pan! 
in atime of famine, (c} did ex1ort the Corinthians (according 2s 
he had given Order to the Churches of Galatia) that upon the firſÞ 
day of the weeke, every one ſhould put aſide by himſelfe, and lay np as 
GOD had proſpered him,for the reliefe of their diſtreffed brethren 
at Zeruſalem :(d) But this ex10rration gives no preheminence e9 
the firft day of the Weeke, nor implies 2 command, that ajl Chriſti. 
ans ſhould weckly meet on that day ro GODS publick S-rvice: 
The Text ſpeakes onely of giving Almes, every one apart by hinz- 
ſelfe ; nor a ſyllable of wetting, or an nniverſall command, or of 
GOD S publick Services , Prayers, Preaching and Sacraments, 
For by the very words and ſcope of the Apoltle, it is evident, 
that his Order and Exhertation was particular and temporary,to 
particular Churches,upon a particular and temporary occaſion; 
(e) and therefore ſuch __ of the day did onely concern thoſe 
particular Churches,and that for'a time, Who will ſay,vyhen the 
To —— 


/ (49) 

Famine ws over, that the Galatians and Corinthians were ſtill Chapter, Greez 
bound to ſend Almes to their Brethren at Zer»ſalem? And might J** one another 
not the ({kwrch at Antioch on the ſecond day of the weeke, the j;n; ny 
Saints at Philipps on the third, and the Brethren in Cilicia on vee Mayrs Coe 
the fourth , give Almes to relieve the wants and neceſſities of mentary upon 
their Brethren at /er»/alem, notwithſtanding this Order and Romans. 16,15 
 exhortation of S, Paul to the Churches of Galatia and Corinth? | 

May not wee on the other dayes, as well as the firſt day of the -— ——_ 4 
 weeke; yea, on other dayes and not onthe ficlt;yes, but once 2 a maths 
fortnight or moneta(as occaſion ſhall be) contribute to the re- die , vel gquands 


ef of our diltreſſed Brethen ? Afſuredly we may.(w) — & þ modo 
: s offit , apponit. 

Nam nemo compellitur, ſed fhonte confert. Her quaſi depofite pictatis ſuit, Nars.i 

| comb akadh nary yn, _—_—— 


| CUIERE VIII 

Whether the true and genuine Interpretation 'of Chriſtmas be Chriſt.-man ? 
And whether to per{wace people *cis ſo, be not to abuſe and delude them? 
And whether we m1y nct as well interpret Candlemas Candle man Aichact- 
mas Michaelman,as Chriftmas Chriſt-man? | 


JSANSWER. 

That Maſſe and 2av are words of the ſame roote and mea: 
ning, is ( wee grant) an abſurd, vaine and groundleſſe conceir ; 
| nor doe wee ſuppoſe the allegation of /o perſwading People, to by 
| any other then a {linderous fhgment of our L»eri#. For (as wee ___—  - 
| have ſhewed above) (e) our Engliſh Saxon (f ) word Maſſe, is ,)$e ourthirg 
borrowed from the Latine word Miſſa, and ſignifies Publique Scion, 
| ſervice, The Lords Supper, Au Offering ; whereby there appeares f) Moſt words 
| an excellent and remarkable Ggnificancy in this Title CHRIST. * _ - gy 
! MAS D A Tjmplying THE day of Chrits Publick, Service, $008". ae 
TH E day of celebrating Chrifts holy Communion, T H E day lily, : 
' of offering up our ſelves, and thankfuloeſk unto Chrsft ; for that 
* (riſt.the Sou of GOD, the brightneſſe of his Fat hers glory and ex+ 
| preſſe image of his Perſon (g) *n whom dwelleth all the falnefſe of the g ) Heb. 1. 2,3 
| God head bodily, (b) did vouchfafe for our ſakes ſo low a conde- #) Col. 2.91 
ſcenfion us to take wpon him the forme of aſervart, {s) and this k re "Ml 
day to bee borne of 2 pure Virgin, And as for the uſe of this 2 yt 
word 7eafe, we have {by the confeſfion even of thole that Confels.Seht 
wave #) the example of Chriftians in the very time of the Apo» 14-Ad Augutt 
files, (4k) the ancient ——_ and approbation of ws D'S Artic, 

2 .hurch 
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1) fn Exp!. Church, (7) the Authorities of Tertu{iar, (m) Cyprian, (n) eAm. 
Carechet. broſe, (0) Augufin, (p) and other eminent Fathers who fluu. 
quzſt,80, aa. TFiſh-dlong before the dayes of Popery : (q) Yea, in a Sermon 
——_ on Eaſter-day trarſlated out of Latin into the Saxon tongue 
_ Anno 996. and in divers Saxon Epilites, (r ) before ev: r the Po- 
n)Lib.z Ep.14 piſh DoRrine of Tranſubſtantiation was heard of in this 1ſland , 
0) Lib.5.EP-33 we finde the word afſe, ſometimes expreſſing Publick Service, 
p/ wnebay's P*!* ſometimes 7 he Lords Supper ; and Holy-dayes were by the Sax- 
7) Perkin.vol. : ons called afſe dayes : becauſe on thoſe dayes GOD'S Pablick 
Demonſtcat.of Service and uſually the Holy Communion was celebrated, (:) 
the Problem. Wherefore this word Laſſe is neither Popiſh nor invented by 
Juel. Apolog: Papiſts; and is uſed not onely in the Church of England, but bath 
5 | - = IR the teſtimony of thoſe glorious and renowned Churches of Ger. 
vol.z. fol. 448, many, Whoſe z:ale and Proteſting for the Faith firſt acquired co 
30.& fol. 451. themſelves the name of Protefants ; (t) Onr (hurches, lay they, 
60.and fol. u+falſly accuſed that they aboliſh the Maſſe ; For the Haſſe 
457:29:60 (meaning the Lords Supper)s retained with u4,@nd celebrated with 
Lanes higheſt reverence. (u) And if words mult be therefore calt ou: 
z) Sleidar, and abominated, b-cauſ2 they are profaned by Papilts ; thn 
Comment. [.6- muſt theſe words Scripture, (hurch, Baptiſme, Lords Supper, 
Logon 9 Prayer, Preaching, Sacrament, Almes, Patience, and many more 
Conf. Se&.rs. be caſt out, which are by them no [eſſe abuſed unto ſuperltition, 


Auguft. Conf. profancnefle,idolatry,then the Haſſe. 
Sn 2UJERENX, 


Whether the Saints are bound to rejoice in the Birth of Chriſt on that day 
men ſuperſticiouſly call Chriflmas, more then at othertimes ? And wh 
ther the Lords day be nut T HE. day appointed for them to rejoice on? 

ANSWER. 
Itis falſe, that men ſuperſticie»ſly call this day Chriſmas; for 
though they cannot without ſolid conviRtion of the: unlaw- 

fulneſle, reje& the uſe thereof, yet doe they not place ary Re- Þ 

ligion in,or elteeme of that Title more then of (hriſts Birth day, 

the Nativity of Chriſt, the day of the Nativity, or the like ; which þ 

they ever did and doe uſe as names indifferent, But for our 

ſpecial! joy on that day ; if it be the duty of Chriſtians to heare 

w)Mat.11,27; the Church, (w) if in things juſt the Magiſtrates commands be 

obligations, and men »»ſt needs be [xbjeft thereunto, wot onely 

x)Rom.13.5. for wrath,bnt alſo for conſcience ſake (x) which no Saints or Fo | 
ren 


(52) 

dren of GOD will deny; then are Saints bon to expreſle 

their rejoycing in the Birth of (brift,more eſpecially on thi day ſet 

apart for this end,thev at other times ; Noe not we on every tifth 

of November , [ as the Jews did on the dayes of Purim] (y) y) Efther.9g.18, 

more eſpecially then at other times , declare our joyin GO DS 19.48, 

remporall deliverance of our State > And if a corporall and 

temporary mercy unto a Nation may be yeerly recorded with 

Publick joy and thanksgivings unto GOD; much more may 

we with rejoycings, prayer and praiſes record GODS ſpirituall, 

everiaſting and unſpeakable mercy in Chrilts Birth, the good 15 

dings of great joy unto all people(z). 2.10, 
Lges Lords day is = 1 for #1 to rejoyce on; yet is it O _ ; 

not THE 4ay,ſo as to extinguiſh or leſſ:n our duty on othec 

daies appointed alſo to GODS Service. For by whom and when 

was the Lords day appointed ? Throughout the Old Teſtament -- 

we have no intimation of it. {yprians ſ2ying, that Circumciſion ,_ | 

was a type or fizure of Chriſts R:ſurretion, and our Solemnity on wee _ 

| theeighth day (a) is rather his conceit then judgement ; for in cymzifGon was 
that Sacrament neither ſ1gne nor aRions, b:ar the lealt analogy on the eighth 

or (imilitnde with Chriſts riſing from the dead. And to ſpeak day,becauſe the 

truly, how can the day of Chriſts ReſurreRion be termed che _ we mu 

eighth day ? 1n reference to the weeke it was the firſt day, (b) <5,1ch qay,. 

in reference to his death and buriall che third day ; (c) in refe- Leyic 14.2.3, 

rence to the month tbe ſeventh ard twentieth day ; (4) and it can & 15-19. 24- 

no otherwiſe b2 termed the eighth, then becauſe it next followes 5) Matk. 16.9, 

the ſeventh ; juſt as one is thirteen a clock, b2cauſe it is the next Jo —_ —_ 

houre afcer twelve, B:{ides,ſhould we admit this Typicall phan- 7), yertio. 

ſy, chen muſt che day of Chrilts ReſurreRion be no Solemne or 1,4.c 5:Chryſo- 

Holy day, but z common ordinary day, as was the day of Cir- exp.inc.u, Luc. 

cumciſion ; elſe the type and thing typificd will not correſpond. = ol. Syntag. 
As for the day of the fourth Commandement ; that things oy 99 IN 

may be clearly underſtood, we muſt note that the morall Law pycan Loccom, 

and the Law of Nature are one and the fame; (e) and it is 19.Sc#.11.Ju- 

called the Morall Law, that is to ſay the Law of manners, becauſe nius.Theſ.Theol, 

it is a1 everlaſting rule for the manners and autics of men, both te. More Ty ; 

wards GOD and toWards their Neighbour. la. - _ 
Next, we muſt know, that a /abbath, is a ſet time appointed f) urgo. Exp!, 

by juſt Auchority co G O D'S ns ſervice: (f } The Sab- Ca.queſt.iog 
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\bathis a [ſabbath under the Law by GOD'S command to be 
weekly obſerved on the ſeventh day : T be Lords day is a fabbath 
g)>ee our under the Goſpell by the Churchss Authority (g) co be weekly 
_ G =_ obſerved on the firlt day : So that the Sabbath and the Lord: day 
= wks Hae * differ ſpecifically, that is, are of diſtintt natures aud hindes, Hence 
Calvin, init, 2, it4s, that the fourth Commandement is partly oral, partly 
c8.Set.28, Ceremoxiall, (h) Morall and Natwrall, in that it commandeth 
31. Zanch. in a ſabbuth or ſet tine co be appointed for G O D'S publique ſer- 
n__ ;- + vice: unto which by the ſecret inftin& of nature all people and 
T:3&.Theal, Nations, though never ſo heatheniſh barbarous,and ignorant of 
ce Prxcept,q. the true GGD;did and doe by their cultomes and praRiice bear 
Simler.adExod. witneſle. (s) Ceremoxial, in that it commandeth The Sabbath 
_— Ss or ſeventh and laſt dzy of the weeke, on which GOD refed from 
Polm Syn, £4 worke of Creation to be kepe holy (4) And that this was 
Theol.l.6,c.10 Cerewoniall appeareth, Firlt, Becauſe the Lord himſelfe ;num- 
i7)Rom.2-14,15 bring the Ceremonial Fealts,placeth the Sabbath in the very front 
Fened, c,de 52* and head of them. (1) Secondly, Becauſe the Sabbath was a pare 
—_— _ ticular remembrance to the Iſraelites of their deliverance from 
1.6 4. Gein- Egyptian bondage, (n) Thirdly, Becauſe che Sabbath was to 
fiaEftares,)t, diltinguiſh and divide the Jewes from the Gentiles ; (») which 
254-255- 753. muddle Wall of partition, ( hriſt, eur peace, both broken downe, (0) 
_— 775. Fourthly, Becauſe, the Sabbarb was a type or figns of ſauftifica» 
DL tion and fpirituall reſt by the promiſed 21eſiab, (p) the ſubltance 
withEx 20.1: & accompliſhment of what was ſradowed.(4g)Laſtly, The Apoltles 
t) Levice23- protibitionof the necefiary obſervance and Divine clteeme of 
m)Deut. 5.15. the Sabbath daies, (r) without excepting the ſeventh day, is 2 
— "13: cl:are proof againſt the old Sabbatarians ; And as well that pro- 
p)Exod.31, 13, bbition as the lawfull change of the Sabbath or Seventh day of 
Hebr. 4.45.9, the weeke, which is our Saterday, into the Lords day or firſt day 
19,11, of the weeke which is our Swday, are manifeſt proofes agaiolt 
ROE _ the New Sabbatarians, that the Sabbath day was Ceremonial: For 
T9-0:2-14-49:17 we muſt not, we cacnot ſtippoſe that the Apoſtle ſhould per. 
ſwade Chriſtians toa light eſteeme of any part of the Morall 

Law; nor could that which is Morall be changed. (s) 
lama 5  Groundleſſe then and erroneous is the Opinion, as well of 
15.1.22.63.D, the Old Sabbatarians, who teach that THE ſeventh day is Mo- 
e)Sec the Pra- rH, as of the New Sabbaterians who would have A ſeventh day 
Qiceof Piety, Moral! ; (t) For by the diQates and diſcourſe of meere Natural 


reaſon 


reaſon, neither the ſeventh nor « ſeventh has more evidence to' 2+ Twiſle, 
be kept holy chen the or 2 fifth, fixch, eighth, tenth, ew-ntieth Walker, Ley, 


She:pherd, Ni- 


day : An4 wecinlleng: all S:h>xtarizns, Old or N:w, to deli-' (1,/15 & Rich 
ly cheir Jadzem nt an { Conſcienc:, whether if chey hd 
ver freely c 3:zm-nt an Conſcienc?, whether if chey had Byfeld, Mar- 
nzver ſeeac or heard of the Scriptures, they could by the Baoke tindale, Abbo: 
of Niture have £-u14 our, that GOD in fig: dayes fiaiſh:d the 53 ebcir Trea- 


tiles of the 


| Creation, reit:d on the ſeventh, and cherefore ordained the or 5.11..., 
a ſeventh day © 92 wackly ker holy ; If they ſay, they could, $cutder in bis 
fer raza (h:v 1c aad eh: learned will for ever do them homige, Chriſtians daily 
If they tay, th-y co4l4 not, 25 molt cert2inely chey cxnnor, then is F{ke, DoRor 
neither the nv- a /eventh dayes Obſcevation Morall : Much leff; 72s in bis 


Dies Dominica, , 


M 2c41l is the 6-/2 day of the week or Lords aay, Of which there is gc. 
not che lea't cictle oc glimpſe inthe Fourth Commandmzar. 'Tis 
ecu, ia this age and li1d of Navzky, ſome Reaſons and far 
ferchyc ciccum'tances have veen diip:rizd among the people, to 
pecſwade the Moarail:cy of the or 4 ſeventh, and thence to infinu- 
ate the M zrality of the Lords day ; bu: the ſhillownefſe and ill 
comp ſure of theic Argumneats is ſy obvio.s, evea to m2n of in- 
diff:cent capacicy, thar we (hill onely crouch upon the chiefe, 


whezedy the relt may bz judged. 


RE ASON 1. It the Odſervation of neither the nor 4 ſeventh 
day bz Moroll ; then are cher? bu: niaz Commandments in the 


ANSW. The Iaference is falſe ; For (wee have proved) the 


Morality of the forth Commandmenc conſilts nor in obſerving 
the or a ſeventh day, bn: in keeping holy aſabbath day or time fer 
apart to GODS publick Service, which is ouc bounden andjper- 


REAS. I}. The Sabbath was inſtituted in Parzdiſe, while(t 
Adm retained his innacency and pzrfeRion; therefore the Sab- 
bath is nat Ceremonial. 
ANSW. This is often urged by our Nzw Sabbatarians; though 
duiy conſidered, it makes nothiog at all co thzir purpoſe 5 For 
ſbould we grant, the Sabbath or ſeventh day of the weeks to be 
Morall and unchangable, then what would become of their 
New $aabbath ? But iadeed, the Antecedent ts faiſe ; For at the 
ſooneſt, Go p.did not inſtitute the Sabbath till he refed, and 
that was en che ſeventh day: (u) whereas Adam fell on the day - v) Gen, 2.23 


I_— 
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w) Compare his creation, which was tbe ſixth day,(w)and at Evening was caſt 
G-n 2.7. 21, er of Paradiſe. (x) 

_— FI = RE AS.I1I.The Sabbath was appointed before Moſes his time; 
_ 8. Therefore the Sabbath way not ceremoniall. 

x) Chap. 3-% ANSW, Wedeny the conſequence ; For Sacrifices and {*y- 
24, Sec th. cymciſion were appointed long before Moſes, (y ) yet were they 
Toallics of 4 Ceremonial and aboliſh:d in Chiilt, (z) 

vpn, REAS.IV. Heatbens obſerved the ſeventh day 3s an holy day; 
Wiles bs x» Therefore the ſeventh dayes obſervationis Morall and Naturail, 
foldCommen'®. ANSW, This Argument is likewiſe falſe ; for ſuch Heathens 
on G:n.C-3-4- had not the ſeventh dayes obſervation by inftint of Nature, but 
+ yan "% by imitation from the Jews,as ſome amongſt them had and ſtill 
= mn = | have Circumciſion and Sacrifice: : (a) And that is not Naturall 
Gen 3.24 Which ſome people, but what «/ obſerve ; (5) which never was 
J) Gen-4-3z4- nor will be proved of the ſeventh day. 

& 8.10, 817 REAS.V.The word Sabbath ſignifies reft ; The Lords day is a 
?) = 15.24, eſt: Therefore the Lords day may be called THE Sabbath, And 
or :9. Galar. if it may be called The Sabbath, then it is The Sabbath. 

5.2. Heb:.9.9, ANSW.This is a ſyllogiſme of the fourth Figuce, abſurd and 
10. ridiculous ; For in the ſame way, oh» might- be called eAdam, 
a) Jt =p becauſe the word Adam: ſignifies ma», (c) and John is 2 man : So 


Brereweods might S.DmnFans be called The Temple,becauſe the word temple 


Enquiries fignifies Church,and S.Dunſtans is a Church: And as to the latter ' 


chap.12. Inference ; it is as wiſe as the former ; For who ſees not that 
b) Is _—_ ſometimes through craft, ſometimes through ignorance, things 
$i may be called what indeed they are not ? A man way call copper, 
exndem habe: Gold;yet it followes not that it is Gold,But we liſt not to Lend 
poientiam. Ari- time in breaking ſtrawes, and therefore we (hall not purſue this 
to.lib.5.Erhic- point, nor take any ſtrift ſurvey of the manifold contradiQions, 
mn = = fallities and notorious rift-raff, wherewith moſt of our New 
ſabbath ſignifies Sabbatarian Treatifes abound : Oaly, we deſire theſe profound 
reft: Whence Sophilters to ſtudy well the firſt Icaf of their Accidence, and they 
as the Latines ill finde a difference between Proper Names aud Common,Now 
on = Fa from the foregoing premiſes this concluſion is evident; That ſince 
Enelih from fe Morall part of the fourth Commandement enjoynes only « 
the Larines, have a Sabbatiſme, to ſabbatiqe, which ſignifies a refing, to reft. And did Printers 
diſtinguiſh the Noune Appellative ſabbath from the proper Name The Sabbath, by a great let- 


ter, as in all languages they ought to do ; our: New $abbatarians migh the Lords day, 
called ſabbathum, a(abbath or reft ; (eldome or never, Sabbathum, the $a 
ſabbath 
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Sabbath, not any particular and preciſe day to G o»'s publick 
Service; And the ceremonia'l part enjoyned only The Sabbath or 
ſeventh day on which G © Þ reſted from his work of creation ; 
Therefore the Lords day or firſt day of the week on which (rift 
roſe from the grave,is not by the fourth commandment appoint+ 
cd to be kept holy. 
Nor doe the Goſpels make any mention of the obſerving the 
Lords day. Thoſe propheticall words of our Saviour, Pray ye 
that your flight be not in the winter, neither on the Sabbath day (c) ©) Mu.14."10, 
though we would prove them undeniably to be Figurative (d) ©) Avgult. de 
and are ſo u1derſtood by ſome of the new Sabbatarians:(e) yet ©: _- w—_ 
teken literally, import no more bur that the Sabbath, or ſeventh )Rich-Bykol2; 
day, was kept at the time of Zern/alems deſtruRion, ( f) about Dodrine of 
thirty nine years after the death of Chrit ; (g) Which is moſt tbe Sabbath, p, 
true ; As alfo to this very day the Jewes obſerve it with other {tc 
Moſaicall Rites, and ceremonies.Bue what is their ſuperſtitious ns 
and unwarranted keeping The Sabbath or ſeventh day of the with ver. 0, - 
week,to the Chriſtians celebration of the Loyd: day or firſt day of 8) Joſeph. ce 
the week 2 Indeed, the Evangeliſt S. John ſpecifies two ſeverall B*!-Judaico, 
times whereinChri/t afrer his ReſurreRion appeared to his Dil hot OO 
ciples, when they were aſſembled. One was, at evening the ſame Chronol.l.5. 
day he roſe from the dead, being the firſt day of the week: ( h)But this Þ) John 20. ge 
Text affords no foundation at all tor their conceit, who wonld '9- 
have the Di'cipies thun ail:mbied to celebrate the day of Chriſt 
ReſurreRion ; For, 
1.The day was Fent,or very little of it remaining,before they 
aſembled.(s) 7) Compare | 
2. The Scriptures exprcſly tell us, why they met, they were a —_—_ 933+ 
ſembled for feare of the Fews ; (k) and what they did being mer, -_y Joha 20. 
they ſupt together and their meat was broiled fiſh and an hony comb: k) John 20,19, 
(1) Here's not a word of» Paying, Preaching, and other ſul:mn 1 x4 2 
dutyes requiſite to a ſolemne day. 41,42, : 
3, The coming of Mary Magdalene and others to the Sepul- 
chre,and bringing Fpices,with intent to axoint our Saviours Budy; 
(»>) And the travelling of the ewo Diſciples from 7ernſalem to m) Mar. 16.1, 
Emmaus upon their private occaſions, (z ) are clear teſtimonies * Luk-3 4.13, 
that chat day was in their repute a commS3n ordinary day. 
4. And laſtly,the Diſciples at their firſt aſſembling, did not be- 
| v H : 


, lieve 


[4 


(56) 
0) Luk.24. 11, lieve the ReſurreRion of Chriſt; (0) and therefore when Chr i 

appeared unto them as they ſat at meat he npbraided them hirein,with 
P)Mark.16.14: ghoir unbeliefe and hardneſſe of beart : (p) How then could it be, 
that the cauſe of their aſſembling was to celebrate the day of 
(rift; ReſurreRion ? 

The other tim? wherein Chriſt did appeare to his Diſciples 
aſſcmbl:d, was (faith the foreſaid Evangeliſt) after eight dayes ; 
ws 9) which word after ſhewes that the eight dayes were fully com- 
DPI pleat and ended,and ſothis meeting of che Diſciples falls on the 
* Note, Itisa ninth day; * Now accompt Nize, cither- including the day of 
x.ceived m_ Chrifts ReſarreRion,and their meeting was on the ſecond day of 
o—_ = 4, the ſecond weeke;Or,Nine from the time of his former app-4- 
in Chronology, TANCE LO his D.ſcip'es,excluding the day of his R-ſurretion 
rac the expreſ- [ which is more probably the ſenſe of theGoſpe)Jchen was their 
fron of imein meeting on the third day of the ſecond week; and it can no-w:y 
- = - - > #B: be afſigned to the ficſt day of the week,unlefſe we ſay as our new 
ks als Szbbatarians,that after exght dayes muſt b2 interpreted, before 
fulleſt ſenſe, uu- #ight dayer, to wit, on the ſeventh, which is moſt ridiculous. 
life by cher Come: we to the A, and we read not there, that the Apo- 
Texts = neceſ= {tles did praRice or appoint the Obſervation of the firſt day of 
ed forog the weeke above the reſt : 7! ſeoms good[ ſay they unanimouſly in 
proved, that famous Synod at Feruſalems ] to the Holy Gheſt and to ns,to lay 

No FukR THER BURTHEN wpon you THEN THES ENE- 
CESSARY THINGS, thatye abſtaine from things offered to 
Idols, and from blood, and from things ftrangled, and from Forni- 
1) Ads 15.28, Cation, (r) As for that mectirg of Pax/and the Diſcipies at 
29, Troas ; (s) whether we reſpe& the time or the exd of their 
5) AQs 20.6.7. meeting, it makes nothing at all to the celebration of the Lords 
day: The time is expreſt ro be wpon the firſt day of the werke 
when the Diſciples came together to break, bread, Which all D'. 
;) Mii.26.20, vine; grant to be at evening (t) on Sunday night ; and, ſaith the 
Mark.14,19. T «xt,they continued together 25/l break of day,(#) Now what is 
u) As 20, 7,. this to the Lords Day ? Did the firſt Chriſtians or muſt we keep 
It, our weekly Feaſts from the Evening on Sunday night till breake 


— 4g et of day on Munday ? certainly none will ſay [it : Beſides, it is 
Sab parr,3. ſacred principle with ſome of the New Sabbatarians,(w) chat 


Theſ. 76, 77, Che time of celebrating the Lords day, does continue no longer 
99. then t54 the Evening, according to the old Laviticall rule, from 


EVER 


(57) 


even unto even ſhall yedelebrate your Sabbath : (*)How then can *)Levic.23.3 2 


it be ſaid without a contradiRtion to themſelyes, that this mece. ®) 4.2.42. 
ing of the Diſciples at or in the Evering, when the time of cele- 4529d 5.42. 


bration was palt, was to celebrate the Lords day ? And for the ne 26g 
1 


end of their meeting, Prayer, Preaching, receiving the Lo 4 Sup. 7) Thet 22d: 


per, heavenly conference ; theſe were to the Diſciples {not week. 11,12, 
ly, but) daily-ordinary exerciſes ; (w) andif frrm thence ſhould T/ Fharplace 
follow a neceflity of xeeping the day koly, then muſt every day in the 1 Cor, 
oe kepe holy, which is repugnant to Gop's Commandemene, 1022/2; ® 
(x) the DoQtine of the Apoſtles, (y) and common reaſon, Anſw. tothe 
In all choſe Saczed Epilttes of Pax/ (Z)Zames, Peter John Fade, 17h Quere, 
we have not one ſyilable of che Lords day. That of the Apoſt]: 3) Vers. 
Heb.4.9.is not ſpoken of a weekly tem porary reff,but of another, b) wo Ih. 
(z) a reſt which he exhortcth us to ſtrive to enter into by faith; bps A 
(4) 2 reſt in the heavens imto which Chriſt Jeſus owr hioh Prief & locum, 
Paſſed before us, (b) This reſt ( lay Interpreters)is Spiritual reſt, <2939.Se,1s 
(c)begun in this life by ceaſing from fin and doing righteouſnels; a) _ Expli 
bur perfethly & everlaltiogly continued in life eternal:(4) Which gy 
is fo clearly the ſeale of the Apoſtle, that it is con*eſſed by ſome. 1 =, 5,2” 
of our New Sabbatarians (e) verlaſling Reft. 
'Tis trae, S.Zohn who wrote his B Yoke called The Revelation 2p 2+ 
about the year of Chriſt 96, f)which was long after the deceaſe © = —_ 
of the relt of the Apoliles, ſaith, that he was ;, the ſpirit, or, (2s the Sabbach 
ſome tranſlations have it )he wa; raviſhed in the Firit on the Lord; 1g-210, : 
day:(g) Which ſh:ws indeed there was ſome day then called the F; ) Ireazus 
Lords day,and of note in the Chriſtian Church, But,whether thay ©22* Herer, 
day were an Holy.day or not;or,if an Holy-day, whether week- > + - IEA 
ly or Anniverſary,; or,if weekly, whether on che firſt day of the fui ſpirity cor- 
Weeke,the day of our Lords ReſurreRion or 0» the fixth day of the "41s. So Bez1; 
weeks, they day of our Lords Paſſion 3 (which was the weekly 
Ho!y-day in molt Grecian Churches untill the reipn of (orſtan. * About the jeep 
te *)S. Tohn is wholly fileat.And for the celebration thereof he 324 Vid. 
neither commands it nor commends it to us ; but as he found Hor Come 


ſo he leaves it, athiog indiffrenc. amor 
: a 1 , -y 


Wherefore we conclude, that the obſervation of the Lords Panor, where 
bf ro wy nay Le par Beonghon the Scriptures; and > {4s Trex 
contequently is no ; oD;Chriſt is Apoſtles ** Hon, 
to be kept holy, oe pa ” 


is a Greeke 
A 
H 2 Here 


(58) 
Here ſom@ may 2ske ; When then begMthe Lords day to bz 

obſerved > Who appointedit ? and upon what grounds was it ap- 

| pointed ? We anſwer to the firſt ; though the exatt time be not 
h Duo tempore © recorded, When Chriſtians began to keep holy the Lords day ; b y<r 
Chrijtiaxi diem from that of 76h». i (underſtood according to the Tradition ge« 
Dominicum fe= really received) we may gath-r, the obſerving thereof is very 
Se Sod ancient, and was ſometime before John wrote tharBook: k-And 
proditum. Mag= It hath been undeniably obferved by Go Þ s Church in all ſuc. 
deburg,.Cent.1, ceeding ages to this day, To the ſecond we anſwer ; The O>. 
lib. 2.cap.6+  f,rvation of the Lords day is appointed by the Chriſtian C-mrch, 
i enkh.go, T he Chrrch (faith Vr(in) ont of her oWn will and pleaſure choſe the 
k Io ele hs. fir day of the. week for certain reaſons |. The Church (ſaith Bal. 
1 Ex @bitrio linger) of her ſclfe freely choſe and received the day of Chriſts Re- 
elegit.Uclin. {arreftion in ftead of the Sabbath : We read not that it 1s any whers 
Expl.C3-J: commanded. m The Chriſtian Church (faith Peter Martyr) did 
= Bullinger in 108 amiſſe when ſhe appointed the Lord; day to be obſerved inſtead of 
Apacalypſ.c.1, the Sabbath. * GOD (faith Baſtingins) for a cauſe fitly ſerving the 
concione.4 Ftimes of the appearing of the Meſſias, did diſanul8 that Law of the 
= Per. Martyr. faenth day,antd left it free for bis Church to make w(e of other dayes, 
Oy bs Exod. Which for a probable cauſe choſe the firſt day upon Which fell the Re- 
t Baſtingius. ſurretlion of Chrift, | We affirme ((aith Peter du Ieonlin ) all 
Expoſ. CawcH,. the Doftrines of the Chriſtian Faith: are contained in the Scri- 
4. precepti. ptures : The Obſervation of the Lords day is not a Do» 
_ OY Arine, but a Law of Church Government. n The Church 
Tradit.ch.zo, (faith Napier) tranForted the exerciſe of Saturday to the Sun+ 
0 SceNapiers day. © The. Church (faith Wiltet) changed the Holy. day of 
notes on Revel. veſt from the ſeventh day to the firſt , which 1 the Lords 
Chap.7. day p. But, we fhall not infilt upon che teſtimonies of par- 
—_ _ ticular men,fiace we have herein the concurrent Judgement of 
ma all Proteſtant Churche;, as may b2 ſeen at large in The Harmony 
I4. of (onfeſſions : © Take thereour one inſtance ; /t's apparent-(ſaith 
o Sea.16,& Auſpmrg) that the Church appointed the Lords day to the end, th t 
__ people ſhould know When to meet together ; and whoſoever do thinks 
that by the. Churches Authority, the Obſervation of the Lords day 

poce the APW8- wah ordained inſtead of the Sabbath,as neceſſary; do very much erre. 
—_—— p To the third Nemand we anſwer; That the Church upon;jult 
be "Horm, of Grounds hath appointed the Lords day to be kept holy; Which 
Gofeſt, * Grounds are theſe... Firſt, the Morality of the fourth Cons 
mandemenc 


(597 
mandement rcquireth ſet dayes and times to GODS publique 
Service; andthercforc the Chriſtian Church for the performance 
of this Commandment, and according to the liberty Wherewith 
Chriſt hath male her free, (q) did amonglt other dayes, ſer apart g) Gal 5.1 

e Lords day to Gops Service : (») And in reſpe& of this Ge« 7) Func, Com, 
nerall Warrant it is, that Divines do frequently fay, che Obſer- inChron.lib.z, 
vation of the Lords day hath e Authority fromG O D $ Comman+ 5999 334. 
d:ment. Sccondly, the Equity of the ſeventh dayes Obſervation 
under the Law, obliged the Church to ſct apart the ſeventh dav 
undereth: Goſpell : For it were diſproportionable and an utcer 
ſhame, that Chriſtians in cheir ,Cuties and Thank givings to- 
Gor ſhould come ſhort of thoſe that were under theLaw-when F 
their benefirs are much greater (») Thirdly, the Church,not pla- */Zexrlin bis 
cing any holineſſe in dayes, nor from an opinion of the neceſlity Li, kh 
of keeping one day rather then another , did out of her owne bacb,chap, y : 
jadgement, freely and voluntarily chuſe the firft day of the Weeke 
for our ſeventh dayes Solemnity * : and this free choice of the * Baſting- Ex+ 
Chareh is in part acknowledged by ſome New Sabbatarians ; 3 PF*-4-Pretepti. 
profeſſe (faith one of them) chat [ doe not conceive there is any mo« 
rall neceſſity , thit that day of the weeks on which Chriſt Roſe from 
the Grave, ſhould be kept holy in the (hriſtian Church, rather then 
the day Wherein he Was Borne, or the day Wherein he Suffered on the s) Ly, Sunday 
Croſſe, or the day wherein he Aſcended into- Heaven (5), Howbeit, Sabba.h,p.12, 
though no injunRion or neceflicy be laid on the Church, yet ſhe 7.) Polan. 
wanted not-certiine perſwaſive reaſons and inducements, for : 4, Theol, 
r:fuſing the laſt day of the Weeke , and making choice of the firſt, =o 5 
Two reaſons ſhee had for refuſing the Liſt day of the Wreke ; One x) Luk, 24.5.6 
was, that by not-obſerviog the Sabbath-day,Chriſtians might ur- Conv. nrus hog 
derſtand they are now freed from the Yoke of the ceremoniall die Sol facie 
Law:-{t:) The other was,that hereby a difference and diſtinRion ye eng | 
might be put beewixt us and Jews.{() Likewiſe the Chnrch had dun geavir, 
two reaſons for making choice of the firſt day of the weeke ; cademdie Chri. 
Oae, In memory of the Worlds Cceation,which Worke Gop #* reſurrexit 8 
began on that day:(w) The Ocher, In memory of Chriſt: Reſur- — «wa 
retion; who on the firſt day of the weeks roſe from death (x) And pro Ciifite. 
in regard that Chri#? by his riſing againe, d:d mightily declare him- nis. 


ſelfe tre be the Lord; (3) Therefore the Church called the day 7) Rom. 1.4, +4 
of Chriſts Reſurreftion the Lords day. (z) But here three things « pry 


H3 are 


- 


” 

Eccleſþ vocevit areto be noted ; Firſt, That the [ſaying, chat Chrift by bis ring 
Dominicum. againe did mightily declare himſelfe to be the Lord, and the calling 
_ de Ec- 1f Chriſts Reſurreftion day the Lord: dey are ſpoken by way of fe 
NIP firmation,not by way of appropriation;as if Chcilt did at no other 
time ſave at his Riſing declare himſcife to bee the Lord, and no 

day fave that of his ReſurreRion were the Lora: day; for this is 

_ -— falſe, Chriſt, we know, by his Birth of a pure Virgin, (a) did 
Gees! Sernt mightily declare binyſalfe ta be the Lord, and therefore the day of 
on this Tex:, Chriſts Nativity is alſo the Lords day ; yea, our Lord himſclfe 
And alſo the expreſly calleth it Hu day John 8. 56. (6) _ Chriſt by his 
Annot. of _= ſuſtaining the wrath of GOD for the ſinnes of the whole world, 
oro "- (6) did mightily declare himſelfe to be Lord,and therefore the day 
e) John 1.29. * Of Chrilts Paſſion is alſo the Lords day ; Yea, many of the Pri- 
& 12.47-& 19. mitive Churches for the ſpace of 300. yeares after Chriſt , oh. 
17.18, ſerved this day as their weekly Solemnity, untill Conſtantine by 
d) 9" Imperiali Decree limited the Chriftians, for unity ſake, to the 
"7 Com.in Obſervation of the firſt day of the Weeks onely. (4) Againe,Chriſt 
Chron.l,6. by his aſcending into heaven, in the preſence and fight of his 
e) Mark 16 19+ Apoltles (s) did mightily declare himſelfe to be the Lord, und 
ARQs1:9,19- therefore the day of Chriſts Aſcenſion is alſo the Lords day : So 
that had the phraſe and ſpecch of the Chriſtian Church ſo deter- 

mined, the day of Chrifts Nativicy, Paſſion, Aſcenſjon, or the 

like, mighr have beene called the Lords day as well as Chriſts Re- 

ſarreftion-day is thus called, Our next Obſervation is,that Chriſt 

by his reſurreRion cauſed or occaſioned the firſt day of the Werke 

tobe kept-holy, and hence it is, that ſome ancient Writers have 

A Athanaſ. in ſaid, that Chriſt changed the Sabbath into the Lords day, (f) Chriſt 
Homil, de. [e- {44 the Lords day apart (g) Not that Chriſt was the Author of 
"\ 4 Domino ©Þ© ſaid change and inſtitutour of rhe Lords day,but that Chriſt by 
= his Reſurreftion was the cauſe or occafion Wherefore it was chan- 
Aug.de.verb. ged aud ſet apart: (hb) As we uſually ſay of the fifth of November, 
Apoſt.Serm.15 The Papiſts made this an Holy-day ; not that Papiſts ordain'd it 
b) Aug-Bpilt, oo be kept boly, but that the Papilts by their Powder-plot were 
$19.20 Jan» the cauſe or occaſion,wherefore theChurch and State of E»gland 

| ordained ic, The third thing to be noted is, that Chriſts Ri- 
ſong againe is 2 part of that work, not the whole worke which he 

performed for mans Redemption ; and is in it ſelfe no greater 

nor More beneficiall unto us then by Incarnation, —_ 

\ an 


(61) 
and the like : For, had Chriſt onely Riſen againe, and not ſuf. 


fer'd for our finnes, what would his or our ReſurreRion have | 


availed ? Nay, had Chriſt both ſaffer'd and riſen againe;and not 
beene incarnate by the Holy Ghott of a Virgin and made man, 
what had his ſuffering and Rifing againe beene to us? Nay,grane 
all theſe, yer if Chriſt had not Aſcended,we could never have at- 
tained the end of our hope which is in heaven;for where the head 
there alſo muſt be the members; and if Chriſt our head were not 
in heaven,neither ſhould nor could we expe& ie. 

The reſult then and ſumme of all is, that ſeeing the Feaſt of 
Chriſt: Nativity hath like warrant and allowance from Scripture 
as the Lords day,hath the fame authority for irs Inſtitution, is ce- 
lebrated in memory of as great and wonderfull a work of Chriſt, 
and as beneficiall unto us,as his ReſurreRion ; Therefore che 
Lords day is no more nor otherwiſe THE day appeinted for ua to 
rejoyce 0n, then the day of Chrifts Nativity, 


QUEREKX. 

Whether Chriſtmas day ought in any reſpe& to be eſteemed aboye another 

of the weeke-dayes ? And whether people may not wichout offence to 
GOD follow their lawfull vocations on that day ? 


ANSWER. 

F:om what we have already proved, the ſolution of this 
LQuere is eaſie and obvious ; For, in reFect that Chriſtmas day 
beiog the day of our Lords Nutivity,is the Lords day ; and by 
his Spouſe, (i) the Church ſer apart to Gods publick worſh'p and 
our ſou'es edification, it oxght clearely to be efteemed above any 
of the common week 4ayes: And for prople on this day wilfully and 
contemptuouſly to fofow their ordinary (though at other times 
lawful ) vocation: or callings, is, in the ficſt place, a breach of the 
fourth Commandement; for the day of Chrilts Nativity is a /ab- 


;)Cant.4.9, 


k) See the de- 


finition of 4 


bath or ret unto the Lord, (k) and GOD will have us to keep holy Sabbarbin our 


the ſabbath or reſt-dy. Next it is deſpiſing and a diſhonouriog of 
their Mother theChurch,which whoſoever are guilty of, not only 


la 


Anſw. tothe 
& foregoing. 


ugre 


fin againſt che fifch Commandement;(7) but by our Saviour him- |)Þ;,k;,Caſs 
ſ:|f we are enjoyned to account all ſuch as revolters from the of Cooſc.1.r. 

Chriſtian Faith, Heathen men and Publicans, (m) Laltly,it is a c-5. SeR 5, 
ground &ſlinlet to the violation of all orders & decency is GODS m) Mac.18.17, 


ſervice, which is expreſly condemned in Holy Scripture. (») _ 
1 


1 Cor-1 4.40; 


(62) 
if to break Gods Commandments, to contermmne Churches 
authority,to become Heathens and' Pablicans,and to overthrow 
all order and decencic in GODS ſervices, be offences to GOD ; 
* Then muſt we conclude, that to work or follow our voritions on 
Chriflmas days a great and high offence wnto GO 'D, ; 
' QUAERE XN. P. 


Whether you think the Parliament and Afembly bave erred and played the 
fooles in condemning and rafing out Holy-dayes not warrancd in the 
Word ? And whether to obſerve them be nor highly to diſlike , and flatly 
to contradi& (in point of praRtice ar leaſt) their procedings in order to a 

= 


Reformarion? 

ANSWER. 

Thoughts are free, and every mans minde is to himſelfe ; yer 
for ſatisfaRion hereunto, noting by the way the incivility of 
the terme Fooles, we anſwer, that the Parliament is not truly al- 

 leaged in this point; For, Firſt, our Q«ersff grounds his allegs- 

x) _ ans tion upon an Ocder of the Houſe (») whereas the Day of 
x | Eliz.c. 2. Chriſts Nativity and the like 'are appointed Holy dayes by 
p) Nihileftra- A& of Parliament; (o) and an Order cannot raſe owt an 
zicnj magis con- AQ; for it isz Moxime (as well in our Engliſh Lywes, as 
cr in the Civill) that What ever it be, the ſame way it ts made, 
wn wh the ſame way it # diſſolved. (p) Secondly, by our Quariſts owne 
diſſelvere quo Confeſſion the Ocder alledged condemnes Holy. dayes not War- 
conflaum eff. ranted in the Word ; Which does nothing at all concerne the 
Judge Pode- Jay of (hriſts Nativity ; the Obſervation of this day being 
ym warranted by the Holy Scripture, (4) inſtituted by the Apoſto- 
pag.1 "45 * lick Churches,and praftiſed chroughout the Reformed: (-) And 
g) Seeour therefore to obſerve this day and the like is not #o contraditt but 
Aniw. to to further the Parliaments proceedings in order to Reformation;they 
ugre 3 & 4 having often ecllified, and ill doe teftifie to the world, that thesr 
9 yr. "— guide in the worke of Reformation ſhall be the werd of GOD and the 
s) The 'Parl. beſt Reformed Churches. (s) Thirdly, the procurers of the ſaid 
Decl. Sept- 27. Ocder have beene ſince dereRted ſecluded the Houſe, and by full 
1649-p3g- 10 conſent of Parliament declared ro bz no other then a party and 
faftion , acted by power of darkneſſe, eApoſtates-from their firſt 

principles, bearing only the name of Patriets and Lovers of Religion, 

and ſuch Refarmers of Popery and prophaninefſe as ſtood themſelves 

3) See-the afore 54 weed of Reformation : (t) Now, of what price or eſteeme theſe 


_ Do 'PÞ3* mens Votes and conderwnings ought to be, let cither conſcience 
57-1 or 


— 


(63) | 

or texſon determine. As for the Aſſembly of Divines, ic is wel We” 

knowne how they werechoſen, and that their nuwber dors not LS 

muchexceed 80. Perſons; (#) Unto which we ſhall lay no more v)Edwerds big 

but what one of their Abettors and [Favourites hath long agoe eG negin,p. 

beene forced to acknowledge ; There « (ſaith hee) no reſolution 

from any Apoſt olicall primitive pattern of theC burches erected by the 

Apeſtler,of an Aſſembly S0 CHOSEN BY MAGISTRATES, 

(w) to draw up a Government and Direttion in Worſdip for ſo mas ,, JFor theParl. 

ny Churches, (x) many of which Churches have not ſo much as one of 414 nominae 

their members there, (y) the Divines of 

DD UJEREXINT the Adembly. 

Whether /Gncemoſt men and women in England doe blindly and ſuperſtici- */ Thereare 2« 

ouſly beiieve, Chriſt was born on that day) preacbing on 1; doth net nou- bove 1doco, 


riſh and ſtrengthen them in that belieſe ? Pariſh- 
ANSWER. Churches in 


'Tis true ; moſt men and women in England, and indeede all woody Wane, 
Chriſtian Churchcs throughout the world doe belizve that Chriſt mEdned his 
Was borne on the 25; day of December ; but this they doe neither 4mipologia, p." 
blindly nor ſuperſtitionſly. Not blindly ; For they have plenty of 8;. : 
ancient Records and the cleare Teltimonies both of the Greek 
and Latin Fathers,and other Ecclefiaſticall Writers, which beare 
witneſle thereunto : (z) Nor ſaperFitionſly ; For they hold it 3) See our 6th, 
no point of Religion or Article of faith; and therefore our 3<&ion. 
Qzeriſt heede not feare that preaching 0» this day will nowriſh any 
marter of dangerous conſequence. But, Good GOD ! how 
quick-ſighted are onr Opponents in other mens wayes, and how 
pur-blinde in their owne ? VVhat talke they of ſuperſtition ? 

Was there ever read or heard of a more ſuperſtitions generation 

then themſelves ? Doe not molt of them teach, that it is unlaw- 

full to adminiſter the Sacraments on any other day, then the 

Lords day, and.in any other place then the Church > Doe not 

moſt of them teach, that ic is nnlawfall to receive the Communi- 

on, without being confeſſed and approved by the Prieſt and his 

Conlſiltory > (a) Doe not moſt of them teach, that it is unlaw. ,) Aj che 

full to ring the Bels in peale upon the Lords day; To cat Mince» Minifter and 

pies, Plumb-porrage,or Brawn in December; To trim the Church bis Elderfhip. 

or private houſe with Holly and Ivy about Chriltmas,or to ſrew 

it with Ruſhes about Midſummer ; To ſtick a roaſting piece of 

Beefe with Roſemary ; or to ſtick a ſprigge of Roſemary in a 

Collar of Brawne when it is brought to the Table ; To play = 
I ar 


b) the Alma- 
nack is efritu* 
led, A Scripture 
Almanack. 
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noftros $aturna- 
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Cards or Bowles; To hawk or hunt ; To give money to a ſe x: 

vants or apprentiſes Boxe, or to ſend a couple of Capons or 

any other preſent to a friend in the Twelve-dayes ; to uſe a ring 

in the Solemnization of Marriage; To cover a Herſe with a 

white. ſheet; anda. thouſand ſuch like foppiſh ſuperſtitious con- 

ceits,which to reckon up would bz long and needleſle. 
CUERE XII. 

Whether this Feaſt bad not its rite and growth from Chriſtians conformity 
to the mad Feaſts Satarnalia, (kept in December to Saturne the Father of 
Gods) in which there was a Sheafe offered to Ceres Goddefle of Cornez a 
hymae in her praiſe called &aG- or };aG- ? And wheti:er thoſe Chriſti- 
ans by name, to cloake it, did not afterwards call ic Tule, and Chrifimas,as 
though it were for Chriſts honour ? And whether it benor yer by ſome 
(more ancient then truly or knowingly religious } called Tule , and the 
mad playes or ſports ( wherewith *tis celebrated, like thoſe Saturnalia)Tule 
__ ? - And whether from the offering of that Sheafe ro Ceres ; from that 

ong in her praiſe z from thoſe gifts the Heathens gave their friends in the 

Calends in January, ominis gratia, did not ariſe or ſpring our Blazes, Chriſt- 

mas Kaiiles,and New years gifts ? 

ANSWER. 

This Q4ere containeth a pack of groſſe errours and vaine 
imaginations, taken out of a new phantaſticall Almanack ; (5) 
The cruth whereof our Lxer;} ſhould have done well ro have 
eximined, b:fore he had _twallowed it. As for our Feaſt of the 
Nativity, it had zes i/e from the praiſe of the pure, ancient 
and Apoſtolique Church ; and its growth from Chriſtians con- 
formity to the ſaid praftice ; which we have fully and at large 
proved in our fifth SeRion, Thoſe Feaſts to Saturne, which be- 
g4n on the 17. of December, and laſted three dayes, (c) conccrne 
not us; unlcfſe our Opponents will fay , that Chriſtians may 
= ſet a day apart to GODS Service in that moneth that Hea- 
thens had Fealts ; and if fo, we mult bid adiew to all publique 
Services of GOD. The ſtory of offering a Sheafe to Ceres and of | 
a hymne in her praiſe at the Feaſt of Saturne, is down-right falſe ; 
for that offering and hymne to (eres was at her own Fealt, which 
was in eApril: (d) And by conſequence thoſe derivations of 
Yale from 3«aG and Kariles from Ceres are ridiculous ; and ſa- 
vour of as much wit, as that of Tar/eton to the School-boyes of 
Weſtminſter, when he told them , that 2 apkin came from Ne- 
ptune, and Trencher from his Trident. (e) But no marvaile, theſe 
men ſhould be ſo ignorant from whence the words come, when 
they know not how to ſpell them; for in true ſpelling it is not 
Yule,but Vie ; not Kariles, but Carrelies : And that our Oppo- 
: nents 


A 
_ 


© 
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nents may have the juſt Originallof theſe words , they muſt un: 

derſtand, that the French call Chrimas Neel, from the Latine 

word Now which ſignifies New, becauſe the New-yecare begins 

at Chriſtmas. (f) From Novel the people of Normandy , who f)Vid. David. 

ſpeake a corrupt kinde of French , have their word Nel; And Ch1=i Diſpofic 

from Nel together with the Norman conqueſt, the Engliſh had T—_ anno, 

Nule or Vle; (g) both which words were indeed uſed at this day on 

in ſome of the Northerne parts of this Land, * The other word coxe;.Latino- * 

(roll, comes from cantare which ſignifies to ſing, and Rola an In» Ang!/o.Ga. 

recjcRion exprefiing joy ; for heretofore in the. burden of de. * i* Tork-foire, 

lighefall ſongs, and when men were jocund, they were wont to _—_—_— 

ſing Rela, Rela; as, ſometimes we doe Heyda, Heyda ; or Derry, 

Derry, Now, where lies the impiety of thoſe words > Where 

lies their Heatheniſme > But we finde this is no new trick ; wee 

have examples enough /and too many ſome will ſay, when they 

mult give an account) of ſlandering G O D S people and Servi- 

ces in this kinde : P/utarch tells us, that the ancient Fewes (with 

whom no doubt was GODS true Religion) did ſacrifice to Ce- 

res and Bacchus ; and that from Sabafrer, ore of the names of 

Bacchus, they called their Feaſts Sabbaths. (g) Joſephus tels of a 8) Plurarchin 

figment no leſſe monſtrous ; That when the FeWes came out of E. 'Y=Poliacis. 

gypt, at the end of every ſixe daies journey they were tronbled with 

ulcers and ſores in their groines,and for that cauſe reſted the ſeventh 

day; and being ſetled and ſound in the Land of Fndea they cated that 

day, the Sabbath, from the Egyptian word Sabbatoſir, which fig. Ta 

nified a diſeaſe in the groine : (þ) And certainely one egge is not eu «."—evogy 

more like another, then theſe are to the conceits of our Oppo- ae: 

n:nts. As to their four /ap:r#7irious ſcruples propounded in the 

.cloſe of this Qyere;We anſwer to the firſt,concerning Vle- games 

or (briſtmas- fþcrts, that the body s GODS ; as well as the ſpirit ; 

(i) and therefore why ſhould not God be glorified by ſhewing #) 1 Cor.6.20, 

forth the ſtrength, quickneſſe,and agility of owr body,as well as by 

declaring the endowments of owr ſþirit ? Provided alwaies, tha 

ſaid exerciſes be according to Chriltian modeſty and in due ſea- 

ſons. To the Second,concerning Blazes, we an pro ns a 

fire, lictle fire, no fice, are equally materiall to the tion 

of Chriſtmas ; and yet, why may not B/azes be then allowed in 

our chytaneys, as well as Bonehres in our ſtreets on the fifth of 

November ? To the Third, concerning Chriſtmas Carrolles , wee 
| + I 2 | _ anſwer, 
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anſwer, That it was an ancient cuſtomeamongſt the Chriſtians in 
theirFeaſts,ro bring every one nuts the midſt © incite hims to ſing us- 

k) Ut quiſque #9 GOD «s Well #t he conld, either ont of the boly Scriptures, or of his 

ek qr a oWne wit and invention : (4) And why was this courſe of ſinging 

proprio inge- More lawfal in thoſe daies then now? To the Fourth, concerning 
nio poteſt, AMeW-years gifts, we anſwer,that we have Scripture-example for 
provocatur in ſending gifts Or portions one 29 another on daies of Feaſtings:(1) And 
medium DEO this alc then was(fay the Aſſemb/y of learnedDivines)for the main- 

Traps ph ain * tenance of watxal friendſpip. (m) How come ſuch gifts to be ſince 

oentes, cap.z9, unlawful ? DUVERE.NXIV. 

!)Eſt.g 1989: Whether conformity eo,and ietention of Hearbeniſh Cuſtomes be commeni. 

mYSeetheir 4n- able in Chriſtians, ſutable or agreeable with Goſpel-principles, though un- 

notat.on Efter der pretext of Chcifts Honour and Worſhip ? 

9,22, cANSWER, 


| Ttis a moſt wicked Nlander, that we folemnize the day of 
Chrift: Nativity under a pretext onely and (ſhew of Chriſts honour 
and worſhip ; For with all ſincerity and ſingleneſſe of heart wee 
dedicate both the day and our felves on thac day to the publ que 
Wor ſoipping of Gop, the honowring of Chri?, and to a thankfull 
conteryplation of thoſe infinite and uneſtimable benefies, which 
accrue nato us by Chrifts marvellous Birth of a Virgin : Nor is 
this from #ny Hratbeni/ſh (ſtones , bur from the evident « x1m- 
ptes of Gop's Church throughout all ages, ever {ince Chriſtiani- 
, ty hath been profefſed.(»)And here we ſhall give our Opponents 
SeRion. a Lefſon which would be wel karned and remembred,that it dees 
net ſtraiphtway follotv becauſe Heathens do it the thing done ts Hea. 
theniſh,and not ſutable with Goſpel principles: For, the Principles of 
the Goſpell doe confirme, not deſtroy the Principles of nature 
and thereforcHeathens by the light of naturall reaſon have done 
and doe'many excellent things and commendable in Chriſtians, 
#) Rom. 2, 14, {o)We finde npon Record;the 7 emperance,Chaſtity, Prudence,and 
Pg other Virtues of Heathens;and yet no man caa fay, that Tew- 
| perrance;Chaſtity,Prudexceure Heatheniſh and not ſutable to Goſpel: 
prixciptes We rexd that Heathens do Marry, Bury, BuildChnrches, 
znd yer no man can fſay,that Aferriage, Buriall of onr dead, Build- 
p) Rich:Byficlds 5,9 of (mrches;are Heatheniſh and not ſutable to Goſpel principles. 
Do&tin of the 373 7 & wo. 
$ab.p.81,8:. X02, Manifeſt it is, and ſome of the New Sabbatacians conteſle, 
g)Joſepb conr, ( p) Ulitt the Heathen: obferved the ſeventh day for a Holy-day and 
Ap. 1,&,Phi!. Feſtipall;(9)and yer they will not fay, that the obſervation of rhe 


its Moſi 4 ſeventh dny is Heatheniſh ard. not ſurable to Goſpel-principles, 
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(67) 
; UV ERERXNY. 
| Whether you are not boung to prove your praQice by the conviRion and 
ſarisfaQ@ion of your Brethren, whoſe duty it-is co walke wich you in things 
agreeab'e to the mind of Chriſt > And in caſe you cannot 3 Whether you 
ought not to acknowledge your errour, lay down your pra&ice (as others 
bave done thcirs) no longer befooling and miſlZading the People ? 
o ANSWER. 

Indeed, putting the caſe as our Qersf doth, that we cav- 
not prove the lawfulneſle of our practices; 'ris granted, we owght 
to acknowledge our errour and lay down our praftice:But in Caſe we 
can prove, as if is manifeſt we have proved that our praftice hath 
the approbation of Gop s Word, r the example of Chriſtians 
in the Primitive and pureſt times,the witneſle of the ancient Fa- 
thers, the conſent of all Reformed Churches « ; (with which if 
any thing there be that ever can or will convince and ſatifie, men 
ought £0 relt ſatizh:d,) then, out of our Qerifs own mouth do 
we infer, that i: « the duty of him and all other our Opponents 
to Walke with 144 in thels things ſo clearly agreeable to the mind of 
(if. And if yet, the good which we have ſet before them will 
not. prevaile;lat our Opponents take into their ſaddeſt and moſt 
{-rious thoughts the manifold evi/ which by their non conformi- 
ty £O our pratZice aciſeth both to theinſelves and theCharches of 
Gop. Fultit abers and gives countenance to B'aſphemers ; and 
thoſe ſo hocrid and execrable ghar the bare reherſall of their fre- 
quentaeproaches againſt aurChriſtianSolemaniries-would be unto 
modeſt cares offenſive: You have a take hereof in our laſt Sef7;- 
0», Secondly, it will bring to paſſe, (34'S. Auguf7ine long fince 
noted) that tn procefſe of time, by the non- obſervance of theſe yeer ly 
Solemnuities, an ungratefull fargetfulur ſſe of the Great benefits of the 
Son of GOD Will Fieals ngou 14,* Thirdly,It is a dangerous fore- 
ruaner of mens Apaltacy from Chriſt; For the ſaid non«confor. 
mity is great and manifelt {chime in the Catholick Church, & 


ſchiſme(#5we knowby heavy cxperience)produceth Hereſie,r and. 


Hwyſi:(withour Gop $ extraordinary preventingGrace)enderh 
” p<4y 3a Fourchly, ſtcondemaes and caſterh dire on the face 
of che puce,ancient, Apoliolick Churches Fifehly, it is direftly a- 
gainlt che Solemne Leagne.apd Covenant, which obligeth: every 
one in his place and calling to aft according to the Word of GOD, 
and the example of the beſt Reformed Churches, 4 Sixtbly, It is an 
argument. of Fat” in 
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(68) | 
themſelves is equally ſuperſtitious, Seventhly, Tt teaches diſobe- 


dience unto, at leaſt a negleR of, the Magiſtrates power in mat- 
- ters Ecclzſfiaſticall : For who will or can thinke himſelfe bound 


to any Ocdinances of men, When thoſe dayes which have been 
eſtabliſhed by all Statts and Chaeghies, that ever owned the title 
CHR1STIAN, ſhall be laid afide, Eighthly, It is a contempt'of 
Univerſal Tradition ; which hath ever been held a ſare marks of 
t'wth,(t ) and one of the beſt teſtimonies that che Scriptures be the 
Word of GOD.(u)Y ea,we defice our Opponents co cole, that 
upon no other ground then this of Univerſal Tradiion, doe 
Chriſtians believe that Iſatthew, Luke, and John, wrote thoſe 
Goſpells, in which is declared the Birth of Chrift : (r)And,if the 
Univerſal Tradition of Gods (hwrch be a neceſſary and certain 
foundation, whereon to build our beliefe of the ſaidGoſpels from 
which we have the relation of Chris Birth ; It mult likewiſe be 
yielded,that Univerſal Tradition is 2s certaine a foundation, 
whereon to build our beliefe, that Chriſt was boyne on the 25. dey 
of Decemb. and that that day u to be yeerly celebrated by all Chris 
tans in memory thereof ; For both theſe are no leſſe aſſured unto 
us by Univerſall Tradition, (s) then the former. Laſtly, it is an 
inlet to all confuſion and diſorder in the Churches of Chri/;For 
if nothing mult be admitced, but what hath Speciall Scripture 
warrant, either in expreſſe termes or by ſound conſequence ; (w) 
Then it followes undeniably,that the Lords day and all ſet dayes of 
GODS Worſvip, ſet Faſt- dayes, ſet Leltares, daily prayers With our 
Families, ſinging one P/alm all together, * eretting Churches, Paro- 
chia!l Congregations,publique catechizing of yonth,acking Banes, 5 
the Miniſters ſolemnizing of Matrimony, Exhortations at burials, 
mult not be admitted ; tor none of theſe nor many things more, 
now inpraRice amongus,have any ſpecialScripture. warant at al, 
In vaine therefore it is and molt abſurd, for Y 1;owr Opponents 
to charge us with befooling and miſlcading the people : Your own 


y) The Prat. of p,,fice, Your own Dorines ſhall bear witneſs betwixt usY ou, 


a Ficy , Printed 
by,R.T. p.283 
x Dies Domi- 
nica.lib.1. c.8. 


who perſwade, That Adam kept the Sabbath in the State of In- 
nocency, (y ) that he ſung Davids Ninety ſecond Plalme on that 
day,(z)thar GOD Himſelf preached,and ſome of you undertake 


a) Du Bartss,in t6 know what'were the Dottrines of His Sermon.(a) Do yon not 


the ſeventh dz 


of the ficlt 
week. 


Y befoole and miſlead the people ? 


You, who ſay one while, That Gop did not appoint T # s 


ſeventh 
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frventh daythe day on which be refte4 to be kept holy, but A ſeventh b R.Byfeld in 


day zand fo one day of ſeven be obſerved, no matter which of 
them. b Another while, That by this Commandement God en. 
joynes us to keep holy the firſt day of the week on which he began 
his work, of Creation, Do you not befool ayg miſlead the people ? 
© You who(forgetting your own Dofrinevf the fourth Com- 
. miandement) Do teach, That the keeping holy the firſt day of the 
week or Lords day was appointed and praftiſed by Chriſt and his A- 
poſes ; 4 Yet cannot produce ſo much as one Example for it, 
much lefſe a Preceps. Do you not befoole and miſl:ad the people ? 
You, who-inferre, becauſe S.7Panl, and the Diſciples at Treas 
ſpent the whole night of the firit day of the Week in praying, Peas 
ching, and heavenly conference,in regard he was to leave them and 
depart on the morrow ; e THERBFORE S, Pamand the Diſci- 
ples at Troas met that night to keepe holy the day paſt ; f 
THERE F)RE the Diſciples at Troas met every firſt day of the 
week to keepthe day holy, gs THEr EefcRE: the Church at 
Philippi, the Church in Cilicia, and all Chriltian Churches did 
then keep holy the fr ſb day of the Week; THERE FORE allthe 
Apoſtles did conſtantly. keep holy that day; TyHzRz FoRB 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles appointed the firſt day of the Week co be for 


ever celebrated, in ſtead of the Sabbath ; Ts not this pitifull Lo- © 


gick > Doe you not befoole and miſlead the people ? 

You, who tell ſtories of an o/d Sabbath and a »ev Sabbath, a 
?ewiſh Sabbath and a Cbriſtian Sabbath, a Sabbath of the ſeventh 
day and'a Sabbath of tbe fi-ſt day of the week ,i That fo you may 
/ {lily fixe the name Sabbath on the Lords day, and then perſwade 
the ſimple & ignorant that all thoſe Texts of Scripture wherein 
mention is made of the Sabbath day,* are intended of the Lords 
day: When indeed to call the Lords day the Sabbath is as ſenſe. 
lefſe as to call Sunday. Saterday,or the ficlt day the [a7 dy of the 
week : k When throughout the Oid and New Teſtament we have 
not the leaſt intimation' of any other weekly Sabbath, ſave the 
old, Jewiſh, ſeventh day Sabbath: | When you your ſelves confeſle, 
that, the NN ame Lords day is more proper and particular, and leſſe 
obvious te exception, then the Name Sabbath;m-And that the name 
Sabbath is.in dignity inferiour to bath Lords day and Sunday; " Dae 
you not befoole aud miſledde the people? 

You that condemne the yeerly. Obſervation of Chriſts Birth 

= | . day 
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COTE ANSWER. 4, 
Sir, Y. ou have an. account of owr prattice;& how ratiazallit is,we 
appeaſe to your own conſcience and the judgement of the Chri. 
ſtizn World. Now for concluſion, take here the-words of a moſt 
eminent Divine, whoſe learning & piety bath placed him beyond 
exception ; There i (ſaith he) y no day: ſo properly (riftr aubie 
Birth-day ; Which'may appeare, if we ſet it in compariſon with.ot her 
Aayes of moſt wehrable note,a thi day of blePalfion,RefurreSion, 
and A\cenfion:for rhe day of his Paſlidn,chut wat or fo property bis, 
becanſe two theeves ſuffered with him at the ſinpe time; in the ſame 
place,aftey the ſame moner : = Nor the Hay of trus'R urreRion;for 


' # heyoſe from the deal, ſo did others the ſame day,and went into the 


Holy City: 3, Nor the day of his 'Afcenfion; for Endch andElins.het | 
thely Aſcenſion tov,andthat Tong before his:b Bat by BI KITE DAY | 
WasHis without a ftlow;none ever SO borne,none ever boyn SUCH 
a ene;and therefore (as no Feſtroity ' is befder it) it. 16 "aidiay 
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